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NA 


Te A 3 | pal- 


GEORG», by Gods 
DIOVIGCT.CC Archbiſhop of. 
Canterbury , primat ed all 


England, and Metropolitane, 
and one. of his Majeſties 
moiſt Honourable 
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Val "4 wo remem- 
” ber, how al- 
10ſt rvyenty years Novy 
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T he Epiſlle 


ſed, I preſumed to| 


preſent you , with this 
 locke of goates haire (as 
thenIrtearmed 1t) offe- 
red for the uſe of the 


thereby to teltifie mine 


Lordſhips happy ad- 
vancement unto that e- 
minent place, which 
- [now tor fo many years 
ſince, your Grace hath 
(through Gods mercy) 
with honour held ; for 


[the ſingular good of 
| this our Church and 


Lords tabernacle; glad | 


. . | 
unfzined ioy ; for your 


ſtate, 
Fink” The 


{ 
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Deadicatoriz, 


| methereunto were; firſt, 
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| 
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The motives inyi- 
. 7 . i 
ting and emboldening 


in your Lordſhip the 
ſingular love you had e- 
ver ſhevved to the pains 
of preaching, having 
beene your lelfe there- 
in forward, and exem- 
plaryin the ſeveral pla- 
ces, both of Univerſitie 
& City, through which 
you had paſſed Jabou- 


ring ; ſecondly, more 


concerning my fſelfe,| 


that duty of thankful-| 
neſſe, whetein I ſtood 
obliged for the favon- 

rable| 


Y . 
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The E piſtle 


rable reſpe&t which ir 

| had pleated you, even 
{from the time of my 
firſt comming unto the 
Yaniverſitieto vouchſale 
unto mee. Beſides a 
third incitement was a 
reſpe& unto mykindred 
|and country men, cyer 
whom your Lordſhip 
having beene firſt (for a 
while) Biſhop, I was 
willing the rather un- 
der your acceptable; 
name and gracious pa- 
tronage,in amore eſpe- 
ciall mannerto recom- 
| mend unto them this | 


Dedicatorie. FIN 
ir|Þ| (as Iconceived, forthe | by 
n |||times and age) uſefull 
y [|| treatiſe. 
cl And now being a- 
ſe|| zaine fet forward, to 
a ||| reviſe, and revive theſe 
a |] /abours which (chiefly 
d || through mine owne 
er ||. backwardnefle) have 
p | beene folong buried in 
2 | the duſt of ſilence; and. 

15 || (not by any additjon'of| | 

1- || materialls, or change of 

le||| methode, butbya par-, 

x- || tition (as hath been de- 

-_| [| fired) of the whole into 

\- | || chapters-with contents 

s || prefixed) ſrogive ſome | 
s|j____ A: 2 
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The Epiſtle | 


truely) furthering off 


{fed his Jate Royall "i 
renowned Maris at 


thereun- 


final 1; oht 


to and encourage-! 


ment thereby 1 unto the 


Reader. | | 
I re1oY ce once more! 
humbly to preſent and, 


| offer the ſame unto yourſ 


Grace,vvithan acknow: 
ledgement of a yet fur- 
ther debt of thankful- 

neſſe for your well wi- 
ſhing and (I may fayſ] 


meunto that place andl 
preferment in theſ | 
Church, which it plea-f 


| 


| 


Icyer plorious and hap- 


! py memory, fourteene 


yeares from my firſt lea- 


| hadlaboured, notwith- 
| out ſome hc peſull frait 


Detdicatorie. 


the alone mediation of | 
his deareſtconfort, my 
| molt oracious & nh 
havbond Lady and 


Miſtrefſe, 9ueen Anne of 


{| yeares fuilnow paſſed, 
| Pacurnrs to conſerre 
upon me. 

VYhich,being in the | 


place ha foe divers 


ving the Vniverlity, I 


(through Gods dlef- 
ſ 10g) and g90d accep- 


tance. 
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tance , Ireſt therewith, 
heartily thanking God, 
well content, without | 
travaileto look higher ; 
deſiring (as hee who 
knoweth the heart,can 
witneſſe)ability rather, 
| to doe more worke, | 
then any way envying 
thoſe, who-entring on 
the wo:ke later have re- 
ceived a more plentiful 
reward. wy | 
But God [1 truſt will ; 
accept the willing mmd, 
and that - meaſure of 
ſtrength which. him- 
| le beſtoweths, And if 


your | 


_ÞOt th... 
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| Deadircatorie, 


| 


pleaſed againe 1n theſe 
yourelder yeares, to ac- 
cept this ſame which 


ſtrength; your Lord- 
{hip ſhall obliege mee 
God, for (which for- 
ged) your, proſperous 
that ſo high and hono- 


ſetyou; fo to redouble 
my. vowes. and. ſuites 


your Grace ſhall bee] 


| 


was preſented you in| 
[the times of freſher 
the more, as to praiſe| 
merly hath beene beg-| 
continuance ſolong in |: 


[rable watch-tower, in|. 
which himſelfe - hath | 


untot 
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The Epiſi te 
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untothe fame gracious. 
Lord,tharyer,(throu gh 
his bounteous good- | 
nes) yeares many, and 
happy may be added to 
your dayes, thatlike to | 
that old & honourable | 
2Ch.1416 | Tehojada,you may itil do 
good in Ifracl both : 
towards God and towards 
Fla.9282 | bis horſe :; Aouriſhing as 
the palme, tres planicd m 
Gods Courts, and bringing 
forth fruit "old age, {tilt 
[1 more,and chebeſt, laſt : | 
untill having run your | 
;.z. raceand held faſtihe (or- 
| thodoxe)/atth once given 


| 
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to the Saints and having | Iulez. | 
finiſhed all the worke 
a | which God hath ap- 
ad Pointed for you here; 
to | you bee brought with! 
ro | | honour in a full age to 
lef the grave, as a ſhocks of 
| corne is eatbered in_in bis 
| | bf yy F 
þ || (ripe and due) ſeaſon. 
FY And even fo craving : 


pardon for this boldaes,' 


lob 5-26, 


as 

24 I 

IN Tarr Graces | 

I Mm 

. in all antifull obſervance 
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at command, 

Edward CurttwiND. 
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TO THE CHEM 
{tian Readers,and inſpecial 
to my welbeloved a nd re- 
ſpeted, the inhabitants 
of the City of Briſtoll ; thoſe 
of my charge at Barklcy in 
Gloceſter-ſhive, and my 
deare Kindred and Coun- 


wey:men in Staf. | 
ford-ſhure. 


ſecurity, and 
FL irredigionsim- 

g picty of theſe | 
? Laſt and peril- 

lous times, | 
which every unpartiall eye. 
diſcerneth, and coery true 
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To the Reader. 


Chriftian hart deploreth CF ab» 
horreth;as it firſt occaſioned me 
romake choice of the Scriptnre 
eper.din this Treatiſe , for a 
Text: ſo hath the fariher con- 
ſtderation hereof, at length 
made me not unniliag, to 
publiſh for more generall uſe, 
what at firſt was ty preaching 
| hereupas more privately deti- 
vered, to theend to diſcover 
ſuch matieyant humovs , ayd 
| with.s/l is arwaker ard rouze 
wp [ch careleſſe fleepers ſipm 
ont of their golde:s areame 
(rot unlike that of the hungry 
man iz the Prophet) of ſecured 
ſefery. 

2 Inwhich endeavour , as 
| my wirrnefſe 1s in heaven, 
and my record on high, that 
mine aime is wholly, toattri- 

bure 
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Tothe Reader. 


bute rightcouſnes unto my | 
maker,azd withall, as an 11- 

cerpreter to ceclare vnto 

man his rightcouſneſle, «j- 

recling from onr SAVIOUYS 

mouth, how to attaine 10 cad- 

leſſe hapttneſſe : ſo have 1 beeve 
ſtirred up, and encouraged , by 
4 twofold powerfull mutive * 
viz, the conſide ration of the 
neceſſitie, and hope of pro- 
fite. 

3. For the former: That 
nay take leave (in ſilence of 
my betters) to ſet aowne what 
mine experience (bane in 
compariſon bat of yelter- 
day) hath obſerved , touching 
the humonurs of the world in 


this main potat of the purſuit 0 f | 


even the whole chriſtian name, 
; and! 


F-- apap 


Tob 33.23» 


lob 8,9. 


. K , £ 
hippines:it ſ[eemeth to me that | 
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I (ai 44,2. 
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| 48d nation, may iuſtly fall un- 

der one of theſe two heads: viz. | 
either ſuch as willingly teede! 
on aſhes, {#ffering their owne 
ſeduced hearts to deceive 
them, being not able to de- 
liver their ſoules, or to ſay, 

is there nota ly in our right 
hand ? or elſe ſuch as by the 
example and multitude of the 
forenamed, are danecroufly 
diſheartned 7x their ſafe and 


fincere courſe. | 

| 4 Forwhy alas? (to diſpoſe 
the former band of ſeuced 
fonles , into two companies :) 
firſt, ſome there are, who 


entertaine not ſo much as. any 


into life, nay as if they had 
made a covenant with 
death and hell, or rather 


ſhew o fadcireor care of entring 


with 


_ 
_ 

| 
__ 
Det 


le theiſme, that there 1s nei- 


HC 


! 
} 
| 
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| 


Jihoſe- mockers in Peter,aske, 


4 his 


1 the Reader. 


with their ſeduced ſoules 0 be- | 
leeve that Article of A- 


ther heaven nor hell - how 
may they bee ſeene running 4 
looſe and licentions race, of 
maſt abhominable prophane= 
neſſe , wallowing mm whore: 
aomes » blaſphemies, drun- 
kenneſſe , and what not defi. 
ling wicked; eſſe 5 refuſing to 
be taught or 1011 of thewayes 
of God, yea in effet, as 
thoſe in lob, bidding the 
Almightie depart from 
them, being ſuch who de- 
ſire no: the knowledge of his 
wales.” or 1f they be threate 
ved with the comming and 
errors Of the Lord, like 


| where 1s the promiſe of 


M—— — — 


al 
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lob 21.1 4 
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To ihe Render, 


Ifai,5e! 3. 


| 


inthe ſame yoke, and with the | 
ame cords, with theſe in 11a. 
challenge and dare the higheſt 
Maieſty with, let him make 
ſpced : Ict him haſten his 
worke, that we may ſee it; 
&C, 07 if happily their conſci - | 
ence at any time tell them by. 
ſecret eripes , that they muſt 


7 


| expect a tude andiudgement : | 


| yet how is their reſslation maae 
 careleſſe and d:fperate, by their | 
damaavle aouſe of the aottrine | 
of God predeſtjn.1tion, that all | 
raaſt be as God hath deter- 
mined : what. necd they | 


ſceing they cai neither al. | 
ter, nor (as they thinke) far- 
ther what God hath fore./ 
RS; ::'--; 5-4 


| | 


his comming? and drawing (| 


then to take further cate, ||, 
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he, 


9 EE ce _ 


Cre me SON 
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2 | 5, But beſides theſe mon- 
e | fters, whom more then hell;ſf 
| enbeliefe , bath made in this 
{t | particular worſe then the 
e Þ very Divels themſelves, who 
S || beleeve and tremble : 4. 
t las, how many are there, of a 
;- | {ccond order, not fo diſpe- 
by | rate, who profeſcing ſome de- 
ſt ſc and bopeof life , may yet 
t : be o5ſerved, miſerably toerre 
ae and wander, in the wayes of 
ir death? 

ml 6. For why? ſome flat- 
ul! | ter themſelves in wickedneſſe, 
I- Jacconnting the gate of heaven 
ty lo bee wide and open , and the 
'C, Bpaſſage obvious and eaſie to 
al. Wenter , when they will, as if, 
ar- || Chriſt dyed for all, or 45if 
ref che bare name of Chriſt were 4 
Ieate zo let inall,Pap!ſts, A-: 
" nabaptiſts, Familiſts,or any | 
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CO 
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To the Read er. 


ſect of Religion , unto life: 
aud whereat by faith oncly 
| (which they count no ſuch 
great matter) or at the har 
deft , by an after repentanch, 
they may come to enter, when 
ever they liſf, though it be 
the very laſt, 

7. Others flay without 
willing to enter but loath to ad 
venture, Why? but becau, 
ler.4g8-11s. they are As Moab ſetled Ol 
Zeph-3.12+ | their lees : or as thoſe 5% Zc 
phany, frozen on the! 
dregges : reſolved befu 
hand, whatſoe ver the Lord 
| voice be, to goe downe int 
Egypt, toenioy, as yet, ik 
| pleaſures profits, and credit ( 
this preſent world , and ther 
| fore acconnt they him their ent 
my that ſhaf{ by telling the 
truth, ſorwary th? to flee will 


EP / .. 


ler 42.144 


1s but with Agrippa to 6e- 


| be happy, but net regardinz to 


___ TotheReader. 


ſpeed from the wrath to 
come: or if they will ve per- 
ſwaged to yeeld any thirg , it 


come almoſt Chriſtians : or | 
if you would have them abſo- 
lute, you .nuſt perſwade others 
tobeſs alſo, at leaff to ſuffer 
thim to bee wUnderided itn 
their forwardaeſſe. So doth 
the defire of the flothfull 
flay them, whiles their hads 
retule to worke ; wiſhing t0 


be boly : willing to be ſaved, 
but leath to be reſtrained of 
their fleſhly Iiberty ; content 
to heare of dying well, but fea-} 
ring if in their life they 
refraine from iniquity , to 
be made a prey : or at leaſt | 


a butte for the arrowes of re- 


| 
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prochful tones ; w® difficulties 
(: 


4 3 YA- 


= - "Mc. tc #4 De” 


ow 


” ww. 


-— 


Pro.2 r::$ | 


v 


| 


AQ 26,23, i | 


me mma ow_e. 


a OO TRTTT 
———_ E >@0 ph er  n 


To the Reader. 


———— 


| rat ber then they will undergoes, 
they ſuffer themſelves with tht 
| wulritude , tofall dovone the 
ſfreamegintoandonbted lamen* 
£41108 . 372 SELL 

| 8 Andyet athird ſort there 
is in greater danger , while, 
they thinke themſelves ſecure| 
and out of danger; as being 
conceited that they are entred 
already within the gate, and| 
| walking im thewayes of life 
when as indeed , they are but 
groping (as the blind Sodo- 
mites) zz the darke, not #4- 
ving found the dore. Such as 
like the luke- warme Church «j| 
Laodicea, thiske thewſelwe 
rich and wanting nothing, 
when they are bnt poore. Who, 
howſocver, for making ſome 
| profeſsion, and holding ſome 
| ouzward correſpondency with 
God 


'S 


| 


| 


i. 


| 


Tothe Reader, 


Godand hisword, fo 4s w_ 
all they may keepe peace and: 
friendſhip with the world:they 
are ſo conceited of their owne 
perfettion, that they are ready 

with hims in the Goſpel , who 

thought he had done all, to aske 
what more 1s wanting 79 

them? yet it is lamentably ap- 
parant how they deceive them: | 
ſelves, with a ſhew of godl1-; 
neſle, and deny the power 
thereof , taking on thems the 
profeſston, but yet not enter- 
taining the love of the truth 
chat they may be ſaved. 4; | 
4 inſt puniſhment whereof, how 
wajy do we ſee given over io | 
ſtrong delnſions to belecve 
iyesS 2 ether to halt as New-i 
ters, betwecne two opiiil-\ 
Ons ? or ta embrace with ear- 


neſt eazern'ſſe a falſe Religi-\ 
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| on > becauſe (which is the 


RecY.I3o4e | 


Prophet heartn:d the 1dola- 
trous Temes intheir abbemi- 
vations) their forefathers have 
therein trodde before them ? 
or becauſe, t5:fe wa es of 
ſuperſtition, ſeeme fume of 
them firit and narrow, 
and therefore likely to bee 
the wayes of life? yea, how 
many whilome made 200d 
fhew, and ſeemed to ſhine 
bright, as ſta&es 1m the firma- 


ment of heaven , who are by 


' the Dragons taile ſmitten 
. tothe earth? by their fall ma. 
' kinz manifeſt how they were 
but comets at the beſt ; whiles 
relapſed and having loſt their| 
firſt love , they are as watt 
once a.24e hote , growne colder 
| for the heating, and become 
coffers and deriders, T\mact 

bh [1ke, 
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| Tothe Reader, 

Boa eng 

i like/, or as Michol, if ns: 

i warfe, of ay that ſhall in (in- 

c:yatie ſet themſelves Yecoy- 
-y— 

cinzly ro walke inthe wayes of 
God. 

9 Finally (for concluſion 

of this complaint, a;ſcoverims 


ved it, of dealing inthis arg. 
ment) whites thus the orta- 
ter number of thoſe that are 
ſliled with the name of Chri- 
ſtians, defpiſe, ornegle, 
the counſe!ll of God, and 
this great ſalvation , how 
ave they xust onely fire 4 

gainft their owne ſonles, 1nd- 
21ng themſelves unwor- 
thy of everlaſting life> but | 
| a//o (which is more to bee U- 

mented) by their oppoſite 


multitade, and example, 


(a 3) 647- 
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the great neceſs1ty as 1 roncer- | 
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| dangerouſly daunt and viſmay 
| the harts both of Gods faithfut 
| Miniſters in their painſwll 1a. 
| bosrs, and generally, of 171 
| heartcd Chriſtians, in their | 
* holy converſation. Thoſe, 
whiles they ſce ſo little fruit of 
thetravaile of their ſoules, if 
; 202 happily open defiance , if 
, hey ſhall once —— nato 
Luk g.19, | particulars, as ohn Baptiſt 
did with Herod; Theſewhile 
they finae ſolittle countenance 
' or acceptance of their 'endea- 
vours after ſincerity, if not ra- 
ther, a ſmayof times and man- 


—_— 


| Cleaving without ſeparat1- 
on unto the Lord. 

Io 4 remedy , aud as it 
were coenterpoiſon, againſt all 
which dangerons infeitions, 45 


. > | 
1 our Savieur ſhallſeem 30 give, 


ners, to hinder them from| 


| 


{ in. 
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ia that his counſell to his fot- 
lowers , to ſtrive with vehe-. 
ment earneſt aeſſe, toenter in 
at the ſtrait gate, and ro; i 
' walke in the narrow way [eg-\ | 
| ding to life : ſo have 1 «ppre- | 
| headed as 4 fecond wetive , for 
| encouragement to this works, 
| the hope conceived hereby of 
profit,rfrhe Lord ſhall vouch- 


ſafe to affoord bis bleſcing' ; 
| i from-above, whiles inthe ope » | 
ning and applying of our Savi- 


ours anſwer touching theſe two \ 
; { | 

| maine points of truth, thatthe: 
number tobe ſaved is but 
{mall :and the manner dif- | i 
hicult: we ſbal aptly meet | jj 
| with every kind of the fore- | 
mentioned humors, 

i1 As firſt with the firſt 
\ ſort of defpifers , by way of 
| comminatyjon, (ard contu- 
1. (44 tration 
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"TotheReader. | 


| 


tation withall, of their cur- 
| {ed blaſphemics and reaſonings 
againſt the Lord) whiles , 10| 
appale (:7 it may bc) their 0b- 
; @n761e ſpirits, they be charged 
as amity of murdering their 
| owr:e ſoules ; arid threatned as 
ſeorners alone to ſuffer , to bee 
ſwept away with the teſomie of 
deſiruttion, and caſt 1n1o the 
| burxing lake - Gods iuſtice, in 
reiecting. them , | \ſt anding 
| meare while cleare, and their 
condemuation provedinſt , as 
| wholly by themſelves deſerved, 
who nener ſo much as entertai. 
ed, the deſire of erace, or re- 
{2arded the connſel of God in 


faves, | 
I2 Farii, withthe ather © 
| ſort, that necledt this areal ſal- | 
vation', whites, - ether they. 
| thinke | 
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| bis word, thet they might bee | | 
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thinke it eaſte tobe had hereaf- 
ter, or are loath for it to leave 
the world, or think they have | 
already intcreſled themſelves 
therein : our dealing ſhall by | 
' ſound to be, by inſtruction 3 
correction, aud faithful 
counfell, 
13 Fer firft., our labour is 
by wayof doctrine ,to tmſtro | 
and confirme them in thetruth, | 
| here by our bleſſed Savior pro- | 
' founded both tonchine the n#> 
ber of thems that ſhall he ſaved, 
that, viz. howſocver they Be. 
many in themſelves, yo are; 
thay in compariſon with them. 
that periſh,butasS. Aug, or 1a | 
' ther the Lord(not 1reſolving ; 
| this point, maketh the [imilt-\ | 
1ude) as the wheat corne $ in. 
compariſon with the chaffe, a.| 
tithing.. or. 4 gleaning ,| 
or 4. remnant, few of 
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many, little flocke : as «l-\/ 
fo touching the manner of at- + 
' raining unto ſalvation , that 
; it 1s difficult and not ſo ea-| || 
ſie. Since howſoever Chrift ||| 
Teſus, the zate andway of life, | 
and ſo all the porches and paths il 
compiſ'd under him, be tn 
themſelves faire and (petions ; | |. 
yet 'o ſeemethey not {neither || 
mndera are! tothe carnal ſlug-| || 
garas , who chooſe rath:r to || 
wander is the many by wayes || 
of death, then to walk conſtant. | 
| ty and con ſcronably in this one | |: 
| one!y way of life, Stralt im-| | 
| deed and narrow + not in re-| 
847.1 07 t ſelfe,but alaſſe, be-n J 
cauſe men are by nature, Tithes | | 
t b11n2 14d cannot find the gate,| i. 
or fliffencck:d and uffed with | 
wor.aly pelfe, that they brooke: | 
| 2227 to jloope, if, ftirip them. 
A [elves | 
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ſelves, that they may get 1#: or 

| delighting to reve, they endure 

| nat tobe bounded,no not with- 
in the pales of 1he law of liber' 
ty - or fi. ally, they fear if they 

| ſhould be forward,to be encoms- 


lying in the path, 1s which re- 
ſpects. by wans own corruption 
the gate and way of life is wade 
ſtrait to enter , and narrow to 
walke in, except with violence 
and carneſt firife. | 

14 4nd hence therefore gs 
047 tuft Correction 7n the [e- 
cond place inferred to diſcover | 
| thei>./ofly, who comcetting 11 4 
| frnall matter to enter into life, 
| or being leath te leave the 
world, flay wandring without, } 
 whiles racking Gods nrcy | 
| w:thout his leave, they forflow 
| thc time, deferring to ſet oxt | 


— whan 
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| 2hen fittefs to. begtn- an ended- 


| | <= 
hoare haires cat! ther» to think 


{oules , they wot not how ſodain- 
lyere they miſts ufs their ſtate, 
the pits month may be ſhut-up- 
8 thews, neither confider how 
their conclaſen muſt neceſſarie 
ly folow, as the premiſſes were 
framed;and their death\anſwer 
the tenor of their life; which 
whiles they neglet# to reforme, 
foolifhly preferring earth to 
| heaven, and the winning of the 
| porld, zo theaſſuring of their 
pretious /oulcs © little comfort 
may they have, inthe frequent 
; ; 
comfpany that paſſe al»ng with 
| them; as beaſts in herds wat) 
Ty he ſhambles ; taward deftra Et. 
oy "F236 
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upon thiir iourney , untill the\ſ 
evening of thcir age , thinking || 


vour after life, 'when their || 


ou death, When as alaſſe poore || 
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15 To rcaall whow, and 
warneall, to lookeunts thery 
wayes, our Counſel'-may bee 
fornd to be thirdly, this ſame 
of our Saviour in the Text, to 
all that lowe after life,to firive 


| w4 th earneſtnejſets enter 1nat 


the ſtrait gate :. x2: to walke 
after the faſhions of the world : 
nor to awarrant themſelves 19 
doe what they fee many ave. 
No, but rather to trie thens- 


| ſelves, whether they be entred 


within the gate, and walking 
in the wayes of life : that is,in- 
faith yepentance,obedience,pa- | 


formality of outward profeſsi- 
0n , miſerazly decerve them- 
[elves, boafting of what they 
hue - no#” received ; -0r- Wt- 


ed ad" drawne- afdeby "the 


{\-r*;: 07 the wicked, fall from| 


tience w® in Chrifllead to life: | 
| Vherin whiles many only with 
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| /a/l.away that belong & God. | 
| So may our dealing be found to || 


: —_— 


that fledfaftnes which they | 
once profeſſed::our care you ſhal. 
finde to be bath. to put in Cay: 

110n, againſt, the falſe wayes| 
ſeeming ſtrait , and withall 10| 
geald diretion with advice 
how to find, audenter the jrac| | 
wajes of life ; yea further , how | 

t0examinxe andiry onreſtate, 
for both entraxce and coptinu- 
ance, inevery of the foremen- 
tioned, that none be miſled or 


—— —— 
- 
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be, with the ſever.ll ſorts of} 
ſuch 45 are ſeduced, _ | 
16 4nd accorgirely alſo, | 
with the atherſert , "af ſuch as | 
arein dangir 40 faint, \gnd be | 
diſhcartned in this courſe . our | 
dealing will be found, fitting 
their condition. Cyway of COM + 
fort and encouragement . | 
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7 Firſt, to the faithful 
Minifter not 10 faint though he. | 
be fornd fault with , for deli- 


be diſcouraged, if he ve n0t a= 
ble to winne all to embrace the 

truth but rather to retoycein 

God, for the gain of any though 
ſows few; yea, or if not any yet 

1 the ſaving of his owne ſoule, 

by approving of bis [aithtulnes 
units the Lord; with whom 

how ſoever the ſucceſſe be, his 

tudzcment ſhill be favoura- 

ble, and his reward. a(ſu- 

red, 

18: Secondly , to the trne be- 

levers,” who though bat few, 

ret if trwely faithſull . and of 
the little flocke need n9t to fear 

or be diſconraged, ſince forthews 

a Kinzdome is prepared, wher- 

to, whiles by the renevving of 
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their 
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from thereſuſe of the world, 


| their ſeparation from the world 


| Gsſrover hom theſs gaies and 


_ 


their hearts, and remem-; 


|brance of their former cvill 


wayes : by theirzcale to araw 
others with them nnto Gea': 
Saints and ſervants of Cod R 
( ſure notes where they be firs 
cere,of aright faith in Chriſt) 
they can finde themſelves 16 
walke : how can they but re- 
iozce with ivy unſpeakeable aut 

lorious., its the riches tncons! 
cervcable of Goals free love un- 
to themywho hathſ{cvered them 


[ 


reſerving them as wifſels of 
mercy unto h:mſelfe, Wher fore 
to enceurazethem, howſoever | 
maligned by the world, and by | 


in dauger to be made aprey;our | 
labonr finally will befound, to. 


wayes,| 


| 
[- 
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and hearty love unto the'- 
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wayes, that ſeerme to the carnal 
manſo firait and troubleſome, 
'| [are y4t 1m themſelves and unto 

them that once are entred tnto 
rhe, pleaſant and of delight. 
l The other ſort that walk in the 
broad way, being indeed theſe 
that endure the moſt wretched 
ſuvery under hard maſters 
(worfe farre thes Pharaohs 
take-maſters) ſin and. (atan.: 
when as they though walking 
ſolitarily , are the only bleſſed 
and happy brood of travailers, 
whoſe leader is Chrift leſus, 
whoſe guard the huly Angels, 
whoſe footſteps are direfiedby 
| God; bleffed Spirit of truth, 
 [:brir olory , though as of the 
| Kings danghter inward -, yet 
 /irpeſsing being Chriſts beauty 
put upon them : finally their 
|rejoycing iathis life , though 
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| and indrffcrent Readers ſo for 


(ring to the ſeverall chapters, 


| by #thers nnconrerveable, avd\ fu 
'| their endafſaredpeate.- 


19 Theſtthings (accordins 
taithe meaſure of my poore ta- 
lent) as 1 have endeavorred 
with perſpicuons plainnes to ſet 
before rhe eyes of my Chriſtian 


farther light of underſtanding 


and helpe of —_— , 1 have 
thought” good to' draw them 


poſition of the' treatiſe ſollow- 


| & ſince connefed in one entire 
diſcourſe without diflinRion, is 


divided into chapters where in 
yet there is (as the table refer- 


ſhewerb)a coberence an conti-) 
| LAU] 


ſummarilytno a briefe table, 
containing the method and diſ-\ 


ing; - which haning been firſt 


delinered in diners ſermons; 


ow for the Readers refreſhing 
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1d\ fynation of the whole: T he curi-| 
ho gueftion being onely tour 
27 hed ; for diſcovery of the A- 
a” [hci{me and cnriofity of world. 
lings, ſo as tomake way to 0ur 
[Saviour gracious anſwer © af- 
ording us the two matne notes 
of doctrine (then which 1 know 
mot any more needfall tobe ur- 
ged, or which are more hardly 
digeſted by the carnal and irre- 


WW methe mere to labour to con- 
rme, and make them plaine.) 
The former touching thenum- 
31 ber of chews that ſhall be ſaved, 
r|f[ 1h43--they are in compari. 
is ſon but few--and the later, 
7 1onching the manncr of attas- 
"| nine to ſalvation , that--1t 1s 
| to fleſhand bloud noeaſie 
matter--which ' therefone all | 
bad netd to looke dilizently af- 
ter, 


Ammar. 


| igrous heart; which bath made | 


— 


 — 


oe To theReader, | 


ter, that would attaine to life, 
Since this is certaine, God can: 
| wot endure that man ſhould ſeek 
t0 finde out or preſcribe uni 
himſelfe any other way to life, 
or | yet refuſe towalke in that, 
which his wiſedome hath pre 
| ſcribed and ſandtified in his 
word of tra1b,and wherein the 
faitbfall in all ages have paſſed 
unto glory. _\ 
| 20 Now the fruit of theſ:\ 
my laboures, as Chriftian cha-\ 
ritie together with my 1peCi 

all calling, binderh me unfai- 
nedly,to wiſh to all Chriſtian 
hearts, who ſhall take painesto 
[reade them; ſo doe particular 
reaſons of important reſpeft 
perſwade me in eſpectall man- 
ner to-recommend them, with 
moſt hearty wiſh of profite zo 
thaſe, who are before by. name 


men 
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mentioned; Vit. 1y beloved 
hearers of the City of Briſtoll, 
to9:ther with thoſe who are now 
of my more ſpeciall charge in 
the Lord, not without an affe- 
tionate remembrance of , and 
reſpedt unto thoſe, that are my 
kizdred _ ps accor- 
ding 10 the Neſt. 

t As for the firft of thoſe, 


| who were eare witneſſes of the 


| deſire is (God having 'beene 
pleaſed, fince that time, to call. 
me (how ſoever not altogether | 
from them, yet) from the or- 
drnary exerciſe of my mini- 


this tra as a ſtanding re- 
membrice anto thew,both of 
what they have been taught in 


| 


. 
fterie amone them) to leave 


| 


| 


| 


| 


this moſt neceſſary point CF «l- 
ſo of my moſt un{ained love ts 
op their 
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: ; their ſoules; - heartily wiſhing 
| aud [eriouſly warning them || 0 
zIoh% | to looketothemſelves, th o: 
| | choſe goodafſettions tothe nar ;; 
| | row wuay 3. vuhich my ſelf i! 
| hbaue much raced heretofort x 
| toobſere in them , may 0 
now decay or die within them 
God having ſtil continued, ani, 
yet continuing amongft them, 
ſo powerfull a miniſtery for tht 
preſerving, aud (if themſeluts 
| be not in fanlt) improving «ff 
theſe his graces in thems. 
| 22 Secondly for thoſe whonÞ 
| | God hath pleaſed (in mercy | 
truſt both unto them and m) 
\ſelfe) ro make my great ani 
ſpeciall charge,as 1 cannot bnt| 
reioyce With that good mail 
Barnabas ,#s ſee the grace oj 
| i God, by others labours befort 
| hs berunne in ſome of 


them zi 
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them 3 ſo would 1-exhortall 
of them, 44x with purpoſe 


C of heart they wonld ioyne 


themſelves, and even cleave 
inſeparably unto the Lord, 
will;ng, by inſerting here this 
mention and remembrance of 


il them,to teſtifie mine affettion, 


and how as God. can beare me 


record, 7 anfainedly long at: | 


ter them, 4nd am even lea- 
lous overthem , rejoycing 


in nothing more ,” then to ſee | 


any of them walking in the 
truth : xeither defiring any 
thing more, then tobe able tn 
the laſs day to yeeld np for them 
mine accounts with joy, 


the preſence of ourLord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt at his comming, 
which how may 1 hope ſooner 


| then 


Sa ———— —_— 


yea to have them as my joy | 
[and crown of rejoycing tn | 


PhiLk3,v, 


2 Cor.!1,2 
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| then by. aiming to ſet befor 
them in the whole courſe of m 
| winiſtery what in this treatiſe 
is opened and pointed out un 
to them, even the (raite gat 
| aud narrow way of life: where. 
in whiles they ſhall endeavow 
carefally 10 walke , they ſha 
with onelabour , become thei 


"*. [cAinifters glory, and them. 


ſelves. alſo attaine to glory, 
which God grant. | 
| 23 Finally, for the thin 
ſort, of my deare kindred ani 
countrimen, ſince it hath ples. 
ſed the Lord (who appeintet| 
to every one of his ſervantt, 
both his portion and his place 4 
ſervice) to call and ſend mt, 
as he dig Tonah aunts Nin 


veh, or as Paul i»to Mace 
donia,that 1 cannot as our $4 
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to ariſe and have mercy 
{ire delight in the (tones and: 
of. For whoſe peace,and ſpect. 
; fall proſperitie,as, for my bre. 


ce-thren and kindred. fake 7 


{deſire being for. them , as | 
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tn the Synagegne of Naza- 
ireth; ro infruct them of wine 


wayes of God,nor be as an home. 


of the daughter of mine owne 
|prople : yet God forbid that a4- 
tural affetion towards mine 
| owne bowels, and nativeſoile, 
| ſhould be ſo farre extinguiſh:d 
4 that 1 ſhould no: (with the 
Prophet and holy people in the 
Plalme) importune the Lord, 


thereon ; and in the meanc 


have pitty on the duſt ther- 


m bownd to pray;mine harts 


owne T rthe and Familie inthe] 


borxe Phyſitian, to apply Goa: | 
balm for healing of the ſores 


Pſlalroa. 
I3e 
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Saint Pauls was for his nation 
of the Hebrewes , that they 
may have the meanes & grace 
of life : ſo doe 1 defore in this 
abſence , to ſend and reconr| 
w.end this as a preſent pleage 
and pawne of my rveſpecifall 
love ana due remen;brance 0 
 Fhems, Who being of a arſpoſert- 
on ingenious , and not averſe 
from thebeſft thines, want no- 
thing ſo much as remem- 
brancers , ts make hems ſee 
| 83d ſbunxe all reliques of ſv 
perſiition, and with Gods ble( 
ſing, to make them ready asa 
people prepared for the 
Lord, For whom though 1 
cannot ſay in that beight of tht 
Apoſtles ſuperabtndant cate, 
that 1 would bee ſeparated 
from Chriſt, er with Moſes, 
| be blotted qut of the _ 
0 
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of life, yes (hall 1 defire with 
the ſame Apoſtle for his beloved 
Epheſians continually io bow 
my kaces uAto tie Farher of 
our Lord leſs Chriſt, (of 
whom is named the whole 
family. in heaven ard in 
earth) that hee may grant 


ches of his glory, to bee 
ſtrengthncd by his ſpirit 
in the inner man, that 
Chriſt may dwell in their 
hearts by faith. | 
24 And even ſo recom- 
mending theſe my labonrs 10 
Goas bleſsing, who alone is all 
inall, giving the encreaſc, 
and them,and all thoſe , whoſe 
Chriftian hearts (hall an fince- 
ritic of truth deſire the know. 
ledge of the Lord, to life eter 
mall, unto God & the word 


EE 


them accruing ro the ri-| 
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To the Reader. 


ot his grace,who is able to 


build farther , and to give 
ithem an inheritance a 
mong al them thatare ſan- 
ified: as being able to do 
exceeding abundantly, a- 
bove all that wee aske or 
think according to the po- 
wer that worketh in us. 1 
take leave. From Briſtoll, 
| Ianuary 20. 
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proceedings, ana our Savi- 
ours parable, 33 
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to. be of the leſſer number, 
and not to follow multitude, 
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ſpetion, 243 


I! 4 conſolatary concluſion , ma- 


MES” SE .. RING |... 


—_ 


—} 


The Contents, 
E:21e good tbe happineſſe of 
thoſe that travell in th 
narrow path, with remove 
all of exrepthons. 257] 


| 


———— 
IRS Iran # 


| 


Meas ines! 


CIC IT TT} 
THE 


STRAIT GATE, 


AND 
| Narrow way to Life. 


Lvx.13.23,24.T hen ſaid one 
unto him, Lord, are there few 
that ſhall be ſaved? And heſaid | 
uato them,Strive toenter in at | 

the ſtrait gate : for many, ſay 
unto you will ſecke to enter in, 


and ſhall not be able. 


Cuak y; 


The Textreſolved,and the firſt 
general part,viz the Quelti- 
on conſrdered. | 
N theſe words is ſct 
downe, the ſumme 
of a Conference,which 


po 


C 


paſſed betwixt another man ' 


FIRM FR 


B whole | 
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The ſtrait gate, 


| 


ly, that moved the Queſti- 


Saviour , concerning the 
great matter, moſt yorthy 
forus all ro harken after, of 
mans ſalvation. Wherein 


| the parts are plaine 1n num- 


ber.as the verſes,two: th'one 
making way unto th'other, 
and the latter inferred by 
occaſion of the former, 
namely, a Qzeſiion, and an 


| Anſwer. 


The Queſtion moved by 


that other man unto our Sa- 


|viour, touching the num- 
verof them that ſhould be, 
| j it 


ſaved : For, Then ſaidone #n- 
t8 him, Lord,are there few that 


{wex,direRed not to him on- 


whoſe name wee finde nor | : 
mentioned, and our bleſſed jj 


| 


ſhall be ſaved? whereunto 
1S adioyned our Saviors An-| 
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on, | 


ct 
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and Narrow way, 3 I 
Þ ; 0D, But tothe reſtalſorthen | 
retenr,for inſtruction,tou- I 
:2ing the manner rather of 
arraining untoSalvation,but 
(which withall im lyed in 
|Y |it,the reſolution of the Ove- 
| | fo, moved about the num. 
|F{ber: For, Then ſaid hee wnto f 
chem, Strivetoenter in at the if 
fraite gate : for, many, 1 ſay | B. | 
unto you, will ſeeke to center im, ... i 
end fall nat be able. 
And firſt for the 2ueſtton, \ | 
| (to touch that onely by the 4 
-\|way,and ſo as tomake plain! = 
- {the way to the Anſwer fol- | 7 
© \ Flowing) the coherence of | 
-\F|it with the verſe PreCe- | verſe 22, j 
[|dent, may perſwade us to | 
0 BE |think,that it was occaſioned | | 
|| by our Saviours teaching,as L 
| he went Jjournying towards m_ 
I-|}| lersſalem ; What? but, as | 
nj _3B i clſe- | 
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| by,as elſe-where by the /ike, 


4 
elſe-where it is expreſſed , 
| Mat. 9 35. | The Goſpell of the Kingdome , 


inviting all to repent, and 
beleeve in him, the Meſs;4h 


promiſed,that ſothey might 
bee ſaved, Vpon hearing | 
whereof, we may well con- 
ceive this fellow to move 
this 2xeſtion, touching the 
number of them that ſhall 
be ſaved: Lord, are there few 
that ſhall be ſawed > but how, 
ourSaviour reckoneth herc-| 
of, wce may gather beſt by | 
the indire&neſle of his 24#- 


© 
ſwer,m appearance not unto. 


the point, but made rather 
to the queſ{ion,which ſhould 
have becn asked ; namely, 
how men might come to! 
be of that bleſſed number, 


our Saviour ſhewing there- 


his! 
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nate. tt — Y [ WY g— ENEGEY 
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and narrow way, 


his diſlike, and diſappro- 
ving of the Queftion moved, 
| But how tarre his diſlike 
was of it, and conſequently 
our cenſure to paſle agairet 
it,whether,asa 2 neſtion on- 
ly need!efſc and curious, or 
farther yet, carping , and 
captious; that 15 not left ex- 
preſſed, and therefore cer- 
tainely, cannot be gathered 
by us, who know not,farther 


[then is here revealed, with 


what heart,and to what pur- 
poſe the fellow fpake it, 
Howbeit, as all agree in 
this,that it was at the beſt, a 
curious and impertinent de- 
mand, 2s of one, who being 
exhorted to ſet towards hea- 
ven, muſt know, firſt what 
ſtore of company went rhat 
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way,ere he would be drawn | 
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The ftrait gate, | 


Mar. 19.3- | 1ng divorce: 15 it lawfull for 


| Mar.32.17 


| roundertakethe journey: ſo! 
farther, thas it was worſe 
then ſo,namely,out of a cap- 
tious humour, tocarpand| | 
catch, ifpoſlible, at our Sa- 
| viours Doctrine; as all Cir-; 
-cumſtances of the Text may | 
! well ſeeme to beare it, ſo 
may wee be perſwaded to 
conceive of it, if but from 
| the frequentuſe of ſuch like 
| Queſtions 1n other places 
propoſed by fuch carping 
companions. 
As by the Phariſes touch- 


| 47747 10 put away bis wife upon 
every occaſion? by the Herodi- 
axs, touching the Tributc 


thou, Is it lawfull togive Tri- 
butetoCeſar, or no? Bythe 


_ 


Man 


mony : Tell «s, what thinkeſt | 


Seduces touching the wo-! | 


| 
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| and narrow way, 


man that had ſeven huſ- 


the doQtrine of the Reſurre- 
ion: 11 the Reſurretion,whoſe 
wife ſhall fhe be of the ſeven ? 
Of like cavilling nature 
cowhich,toconceive & take 
this Queſtion alſo, we may 
be moved the rather,by con. 
fideration of the matter tou. 
ching which it is made, 
namely , the number that 
ſhall be ſaved: which may 
caftly be conceived, to con- 


taine in it acavilagainſt our 


Saviours Do@rine,touching 
the meanes of falvation,only 
by faith in the 23ef5ah pro- 
miſed,and true repentance, 
by few embraced. 
Whereat whiles the vn- 


| |beleeving Iewes, who had 


beene taught toreſt only'in 


the | 


bands,broght in to impeach | 
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T he ſtrait gate, —. 


the formall obſervance of| | 
legall ceremonies, marvel- | | 
led,nodoubr, 8& murmured: 
wee may well imagine this 
| fellow , more forward then 
the reſt,to move this Pueft;- 
01, by way of cauill, or ob- 
jection. T1 
| Whereto,ſhouldour Sa-| | 
viour have returned anſwer, 
that not a few, but many| 
ſhould be ſaved ; his reply 
happily would not have bin] | 
to ſceke;to taxe our Saviors | 
teaching as untrue,thar ſire 
then men might be ſaved, 
without receiving him, or 
obeying his Dodrine, ſince 
few were his followers, do-| 
ing what he.required : bur, | 
on the contrary , ſhould; | 
| the anſwer have beene, as| Þ 
was expected rather, that| | 
. 19-| | 
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| |taught a _cruell Doctrine, } 


high conceit where-wtth: 


aud narrow way. 


indcede there were but fer | 
who ſhould enter into [ife. 
this happly hee imagined, 
could not bur procure avear< t 
111 wil,1t not worſe,unto our 
Saviour, as being one, that | 


much derogatory to thart | 


moſt fatter themlſelyes,tou. | 
ching the univerſality, and | 
ſuper-abundagt riches of: 
Gods mcrcy ; with whict: 
they cannot concerve,how it : 
ſhould well ſtand, to wy or ol 
the greater number of man-,: 
kinde to periſh, - 


The ftrait gate, 


| fersard curious Queſtio-! | 
{ 4 examined, being con- 


| impiouſly carping,and cap- 


ts. — —— — 
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A diſconery of Atheiftical Scot- 


» 
| nilts, 
He Queſtion formerly 


| ceived(as by ſome of tudge- 
ment it 1s) to be notonely 
| needleflely curious, bur alſo; | 


tious ; herein, as ina cleare 
mirror, we may behold dit- 
covered the humours that 
haveever beene in all ages 
amongſt the people of the 
world;and in fpeciall how-- 
This great and higheſt point of 


truth, 


_— —— — nt 


and narrow wa 'Þ 


ety ,or with dangerons curioſity. 
For {o, to ſhew that this 
caviller, and his queſtion, 


| be not without fellowes ; as | 


it 15 moſt certaine, thatno 
elder age of the world hath 
wanted them, who, in the 
pride of their rebellious and 
unbelieving hearts,have bin | 


to move cavill againſt the. 


| Sacred truth of God, in his 


Word revealed,which eaſi- 
ly might be inſtanced, even 
from the dayes of Adam, 
downward until! Chriſt: fo, 
that wee may not thinke 
ſuch cayillers, by Chrifts 
comming, to be together 


Wt quite 


trath, touching the maiter aud | 
meanes of ſalvation js entertai- | 
ned, eyther with carping impi- | 


bold te make a mocke, and | 


with the Heathen Oracles, | 
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The flrait gate, T1 


2 Per, 3 9, 
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» 


Infts ſhall aske where is the pro- 


| readytobring reaſonagainſt 


| —— ofthe trueGod 


| theifmebewraying by their 


quite puttoſilence 2 Saint. 
Peter hath not ſpared to for- 
warne us of the comming is 
the laft dayes of ſuch mockers, 


who walking after their owne 
miſe of bis comming z and be 


it, as if there were no ſuch 
matter to be looked for. 


eaſie,alas, 1s 1t,now adaies, 
\tofinde, and that amongſt 
ſuch as profeſte themſelves 


in Chr1i 


,many every where 
of captious, and contradi- 
cting ſpirits ; whonot one- 
ly ive the life, but ſpeake 
alſo the very language of A- 


tongues , thetr ſpite, -and 


| deepe. diſlike againſt the 


And accordingly, how| 


truth 


I 
1 
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and yarrow wa Je 


very point of points, touwu- 


| | and rxeaſonings, ſuchas this 
|| inourText,vttering the foo- 
|| liſhneſſe of their ignorantly 
| | prophane hearrs > E 1 


truth of Chriſt, revealed in | 
his Word,ſpecially, in this 


ching mans ſalyation, VVho 
if they be called upon, ac-' 
cording the tenour of the 
Baptiſt, our Savieur, and his 
Apofiles DoQtine, to repent, 
and beleeve the Goſpell,to walke 
circamſpetly, as by a line, 4- 
banaoning the faſhions & cour- 
ſes of thrs preſent world and ta- 
king heed unto their wates, ac- 
cording to the Word, that fo 
they may be ſaved : whag 
ſhall you heare from them 
ftreight, but-queſtienings | 


| 


— 


*Fori.(tQ eine inſtancein! 
ſome \few of their curſed) 


Mark.z .$, 
Mat. 4.17 - 
AQRs.2. 3$. 
Eph $. 1% 
Rom. 13 3, 
Pſa}-119-9. 
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_ ſpeakings) | 


tit 


T he ſtrait gate, | 


Tis the Divell ; Or, how 


«ſpeakings ) Then belike 4 Y 
«will they reply, there can] | 
<< none be ſaved but ſuch as fol-| | 
| ©©/ow Sermons, which common- 
«ly are not themoſt, and ſome 
"of them as bad, as proud, co- 
\ *©Vetons, And malicions, as any 
<p hoſoever. Or, what ? if 
"© none C40 bee ſaved, but (ach| | 
<< x5 will be fo pure forſevth, and| | 
«Loly, as your Preachers would 
| ave th&;then God bemercifnl 
| ©unto us, for ſurebutafew of 
<Emrany ſhould be ſaved. Aud 
| *;h, What then? VWhy > 
| © By this reckoning, you world) 
| © make God notio be ſo firone| | 


| 


ran that be irue, that Ged 
ould have all men faved? 
| «For, though we be finnars, 1et, 
*did not Chriſt ate for all * Or, 
{Ls 0t- God mercifull, Je, 
| mus 
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| [*©r0 drivemen todefpaire. Or, 
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(© Preachers preach of Predeſti- 
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| and narrow way. 


his mercy above all his works: 


*<Ged made ſo many to con- 
*empme them # Tea, and what? 


ro it ere they were borne? | 
« 1adeedlaith the Papitticall 
«Atheiſt, Sir, 1 have heard 


"ation; but methinks, tt 11a 
very dangerous dofrine, able 


CP hat ? cam they tell who fhall 
"be ſaved, ard who ſhall be 
* dawned? Doe they kwow Gods 
"(Ceerets> When, 1 marvel, 
«were they in heaven to rake 
<«<#vith God? Or, be wot they | 
"pen as well - others? And 
« 700d $29 479 of them, n0 longer 
hey bile ho are in , 
© Pulpir > Well, wee bee fiu- 


*Or, way wee thinke , that | 


| 


*'Predeſtinated them of old @n- © 


mers all, God amend «5; and. 
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T he ftrait gate, | 


<<; hew wee [hatl, 1 denbt mot, all| | 
at length come to heaven. | 

I appeale heerein, to the 
judgement of ſo many, as 
are able to diſcern, and have 
had experience of ahy 
thing ; whether theſe bee 
net the queſtions and rea- 
ſonings,touching this main 
point of ſalvation and dam- 
nation, ofmany of all ſorts, 
no better hercin then very 
Atheiſts, who beleeving 
neither God, - nor his revea- 
led truth, would faine flat- 
tcr themſelves ina vain de- 
«<luding hope; that, Zive 
bow they lift, and doe what 
*"tHey pleaſe ; Yet,God is mer- 
"*<ifn!l ; and whenſoener a fen- 
*©*xer ſhall repent, &c. and, 
1 Chriſt dyed for all,and (6 far 
| chem; and therefore #/ey | | 

Aoiht | f 
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and narrow way. 


*<douvt nothing but they ſhall 
*<Ye ſaved, as ſoone as the beſt. 

«Or, ſay, they be bad, yet they 

"he not the worſt in theworld, 

«here be as bad as they, and, if 
«the worſt therefore befall them, 

bat they doe goe to hell, yet 

"hey fhall have fellowes, and 
Crruſt to make as good ſhift 
«far themſetves,as fhall ſome o- 

Cothers, 

But, (to leave theſe wret- 
ches, and their humours for 
awhile) may wee not note 
alſo another ſort, not ſo im- 
pious, but of a more indif- 
ferent temper ; who yet 
through 1dle car/oſity, are 
dangerouſly tranſported , 
from embracing the meanes 
and way of ſalvation pre- 
ſcribed, to make queſtion 
how many, or what others 

- ſhall 
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Verſe 21. 


zFet.4-25. | ans tobe, buſie bodies, OT (as 


| 7c; He replyed ſtreight v 


ſhall be ſaved > Yes verily; 
but,who herein ſhew them- 
ſelves to be, what Saint Pe- 
ter would not have Chriſti- 


the word originally impor- 
tteth) as Biſhops in anothers 
Ci. 

| D voceſſe . As yet once, the 


to have beene, when our 
Savior ſaying to him, Follow 


on the ſight of 7ohn, with, 


Lord, what ſhall this man doe? 
Right like to whom in hu- 


men be found, more curious 
in enquiring what they 
need nor, whether, or how 
many others ſhall be ſaved; 
then faithfully carcfull, to 
doe what God requireth, 


ſame Saint Peter may feeme| | 


mour, may the moſt partiof| | 


that themſelves may attain | 


falvation. Nay,'f 
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| Nay, heerein, how many 
| [are there, that agree inhu- 
| | mour, - with that Phriſias 
| | Privce;, who, when bythe 

| French mer. , Under the go- 

vernment Ci Charles Martell, 
I | about the yeere of Chriſt, 
1. 730.the Pbri//ans Were COm- 
| | pelled toimbrace the Chri- 
{tian faith, comming tobe | 
baptized, and having one 


ded to have turned about to 
the Biſhop,deſiring,firſt,to 
be reſolved, whether more, 
already departed, were 111 
hell,or more in heaven ; but 
receiving anſwer, that the 
| fTreater number were in hel, 
whither all muſt that would 
nor be baptized, & become 
Chriſtians,refuſed thereup- 
on torecelive the ſacrament, 


foot in the water ; ti5 recot-| 
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| 20 The ftrait gate, | 


{pulling his foore out ofthe |, 
water,and profeihng thathe|l ; 
1 would follow where the þ 
' moſt were gone before. 
This, you will perhaps|Þſy 
| fay, was the deſperate hu-| i: 
mour of an Infidell, that| 
[knew not God: Howbcit, |, 
would God, he hadnot left 
 behinde him, euen amongſt 
Chriſtians, many his fo. 
| lowes, all cookinde hearted| | 1 
L good fellows in this behalf;| | y 
who, though in words they| | [c 
will not for ſhame rrofeſſ: 
ſo much, yet prove by their 
licentious life, and wicked 
deeds, that they had rather 
with the multitude, though 
wandring along to hell, then 
with the leſſer but far wiſer | 
| company, goe ſtreight to 
| heaven,curiouſly inquiring, | 
| as 


BEN _— 
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| 48d narrow way, 28: | 
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[as heere this companion , | 
[rouching the number of 
[them thar ſhall bec faved, | 
[how great or ſmall it is; 
| withing i in heart, & hoping 
itwill be great, that ſo they 
might alſo ſhuffle in a- 
|mongſt the multitude , but 
not caring truly to learne, Or 
when they are directed, 0- 
bediently ro follow , and 
walke in that path, which 
will, though it be narrow, 


lead chem u unto life. 
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Crap, I. 


| _ionrs Anſwer: And firlt, 
what is therein implycd--- 


. that, but few are to be 
ſaved. 


He bad Humours of the 
world mentioned, and 
in part met withall, being 
hereafter farther to be cen- 
ſured;we may paſs from the 


on & proceed to the Anþwer, 
which our bleſſed Saviour, 
his Fathers wiſedome, hath 
wiſely, and to better pur. 
poſe framed, fordireQion, 
and ſtirring up of ſo many, | 


——_—_ 
em 


T he ſecond maine part : onr S4-| 


OO 


conſideration of the 2vefi-| } 


| 
| 
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Bl »4mber of them that ſhall be 


Toning unto ſalvation. | 


g 


[| as ſeriouſly deſire to enter | 
Il into life: Strive rs enter 52 at 


ral: Firſt, what is implied, 
[|viz.the reſolution of the que- 


and narrow way. 


hmm. of 


the ſtrait gate : for many, 1 ſay 
toyou, will ſeeke to enter in,an 
ſhall not be able. 
Wherein, we have two 
things to obſerve in gene- 


{tion moved, touching the 


faved. Secandly,what 1s ex- 
preſſed, viz. an Exhortation, 
orcounſell , together with 
[areaſon to enforce 1t, tou- 
|ching the manner of attai- 


| And firſt, for the imply- 
| cd Reſolution of the queſti- 
| on; wee may COnNCeLve Our 
| Saviour dealing here with 
| this queſtioning compani- 
| 0n, right, as Sokomon dire- 

Qeth 
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The ſtrait gate, 


aecth a wiſe-man to deale 
witha foole ; whiles he az- 
ſwereth him not, according to 
bis fooliſhneſſe, that is,not di- 
realy to his queſtion as hee 
expected, [ett ſo hee might 
ſeeme to approve 1t as a 
queſtion pertinent,and em- 
bolden him tofurther reply: 
and yet, according to his fool- 
 Liſhneſfe he an ſwereth him,that 
1s, howſoever indire&ly,yet 
fully tothe point, that hee 
might not grow wiſe, (as 
ſuch Cock. braines quickly 
w1ll,if they be let alone,un- 
an{wered)inhis own cocelt. 
For why? whiles here he gi- 
veth warning, both to him, 
and al] the reſt, zo frive and 
Rruggle, andeven ſweat 8& 
wreſtle,as thoſe doe that /ry 
maſteries: (bor.from ſuch vio- 

lence| 


| ; 
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and narrow way. 
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He nce is the 97 ord heere bor- | 

rowed) to enter in, Viz. into 
Mc aven,by the flratt and nar- 
' ow #24e,A5 the onely dore to 
lite ; telling them,the more | 
't0 tir them up to care, that, ' 
\ Hany will ſecke 10 enter, it | 
| wiſhing and willing would | 
'{cruec, who yo for want of 
carnefſt violence full be ſhnt ; 
out : how doth he,not cnely 
þ imply an anſwer tothe que- | 


—_ 


{tion moved, thar indeede, ! 


but a few, 11 compariſon 
with the multitude, (hallbe 

fined; but allo ro prevent | 
all farther cav illing, yceid | 
withall a reaſon, Hom t2C 
i ſtrairneſſe of the gate, vbher- 
at therefore ſo many ſtCke, | 
\whyiti is, that ſo few come | 
; tO VE "EY 


From which reſolution of | 
tie ; 
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The ſtrait gate, | 
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rhe point, that which it 
hath pleaſed our Saviour to 
reveale, we may be bold for ! 
' OUT inſtractionto take no- 
tice of. touching the counſel! | 
of Gods wil in this particu-| 
cular,namely,that : —=T hey | 
are but few, the leſſer number | 
of man-kinde, that [hall enter 


into heaven and be ſaved. a—_ 
For, what in this anſwer 


Chriſt im plycth, wee may 

fee howelſe-where,he more | 
; tully opcneth, making,as it 
' WCre, a commetit upon this 
 Texr, in Math,7.13.14. En 
ie t3 at the ſtrait gate: Fort 


>) 
ts the wide gate, and broad way,: 


thatleadeth to bY. rultion + and 
| any therebewhich go intherc- 
at. Beeanſe the gate 7s ſtrait, 

i and the Way zarrow. that lea- 
| acth HH10 life, and few a__ 
! *h it; 


| 
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j- | | 
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| point,that we need not,now 


and narrow way. 27 


that finde it. So plainly and | 
fully ſpeaketh our bleſſed | 


Saviour for reſolution of the 


-— 9 OY 19 OO — 
ts, 
” 


wee once have heard his | 
voycc,any farther witneſſes, ' 


—————a --- --- - —_—_— 


Cua% FH 


OE oo 


A donhs propoſed, clearedvy Sf. 
Augultine, zouching the 
many, and yet few that hall 
be faved . 


CEE ee et ——_—_S 


avon wt OI RE LAS Ge 
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2 may be diſmayed at ine ; 
ormer doctruic, as az hard | 1: 5.8c. 
tyino,and askeas the Difci. ' 
ples, who then hail be ſaued? | 


\ baar. JOG 


Let us againc heare the | 
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The ſirait gaze, 


Ifa49 12e 
& 60.8, 


{ame our Saviour ſpeaking 


4 


D 
yet, of many, nota'tew tha 
ſhal be ſaved, Mar.8.11.7rell 


yor, that many ſhall come from | 
the Eaft & weſt+(he meanerh | 


thoſe of whom 1ſ4ab before 
had prophefied, even us fin- 
ners of theGenriles)and fhal ſit 
downe with Abraham, Iſaac and 


Jacob, as at abanquct, inthe 


Kirodemeof God, Anditwe, 
would yet farther under- 
ſtand how many : con{ider, 
how, Reucl.7.9, beſides the 
hundred fortycs foure thouſand, 
ſcale; our of the tribes of If. 


racl, hn ſaw a oreat multitude, 


which no man conld number, of 
all Nattons, ard Kirdreds, and 


the Throne, ef before theLamb: | 
t clothed with longwhite robes aud, 


Palmsin their bands,as eniigns 


of 


So - I - - Wy. 
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and narrow way, 


the glory of their falvati- 
on, And if any ſhall here- 
pon call in queſtion, how 
cheſe contrary ſayings may 
ftand together,that fo many 
ſhallbe ſaved, and yetbux 
few : letus heare Saint 44- 
 enſtizze, iweetly me thinkes, 
reconcuing the difference 


| 


J 


are many ſarcly ſaith hee,aud 
ye? but few s, and few, and yet 
M414), that ſhall bee ſaved. 
How cant this be concei- 
ved? thus briefely : zbey are 
many, gathered together, i 
company of Angells : and yet 


many wicked,of all forts, that 
periſh, Will you have his ft- 
militude, very fitting to 
make this tobe conceived ? 


of victory, aſcribing to God | 


but few, incompariſon with the | 


Sermen,! 
32. Ke Ver. 
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T he ferait gate, | 
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| Pla)l.3.4, 
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as the wheate cor nes in the thre- 
| ſhing floore are ſcarcely conſpicn- | 
ous for the chaffe which cove- 
reth them, that one may ſee the 
\ floore, yet aot fee the corne, CX-| 
cept heereand there happly 
| a graine, where yet, when once 
| thecorne is winnowed, and the 
 chaffe removed, there will be 


I found a great heape of corne, to 


| {11 full the Graynar : enen [0 1s 
eh he, w__ the -1"/rs 
ſhall be faved; heere , whiles 
they Ge in this world, asinthe 
 barne-floore, mingled with the 
| wicked, they are ſo coveredthat 
they can ſcarcely be diſcerned, 
exceptheere and there hap. 
ply oneortwo, fome few of 
many : and yet, whez the 
| winnewing day ſhall come, that | 
the wicked, as the Pſalmiſt' 
faith, /hall as the chaffe be ſcat- 


tered 
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the Baptiſt threatned, conſu- 
cd with the fire, the floore be- 
ng prg 56d ; lothea,/ fo great a9 
2 72 GU, of the 6 ars Hs yy 


the Graynar 1 tf CATVCTHs 
Andevenfois it, as that 
cood Father bath w ell _— 
ved it, It wee conſider t' 
Church of God, and ov: 
berof Gods elect. whoa! ve 
already entred heaven,fince 
the worlds firſt foundarion, 
or ſhall hereafter, untill the 
laſt day of the diſſolution , 


{wee may well ſay that they 


are many, yea, very many ; 


ſands millions, the ele? ion ef 
Iſrael, the elory and ſulneſ: 4 
the Geatiles, And yet for all 

[this,.the Do@rine of our Sa- 
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thouſands, hundred thou-! 


terred with the wind, yea, as | War 3.1: 


che Chure, that it! {þ Mt 1 fill full | 
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\ viour at firſt delivered, and | 
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T he ffrait gate, 
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reſolution of the queſtion, 
till remaineth firme as hea-| 
VCR, that a tew only ſhall be 
faved. How can they bee} 
' counted few, that are in! 
. theinſelves ſo many 2 Sure- 
ly, (as S* Auguſtin) by cons 

y, (as S* Angnjlin} BY cons: 
pariſon. For fo, as an hun-!| 
dred pounds,were 11a poore | 
Mans purſe a great fumine 
ofmony, which yet 1s but 
ſmall,and as a matter of no- 
thing to the Prince that | 
hath millions in his coffers : 
even ſo,though the cle are 
in themſelves a great com- 
pany, hardly by man to be. 


| numbered, yetare they but 


a ſmall nnmber, compared | 
unto the innumerable naul- | 
rixudes thar periſh; ſurcly | 
but an handful, or as our Sa, ' 

VIour | 


| 


þ 


 viour calleth them, a [tle 


the Aramites fi Bed the Corntry, 
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and narrow ay. 


Flocke; or at moſt . , all of 
them both Iewes and Gen- 
tiles, inreſpeR of the other 
compaiiy, but as the Army 
of 1ſrael, ſometimes in com- 
parc with that of Aram, like 
zwo Little fiockes of Kids, nol 


wo _ — 


WF YT. 


ny of the Prophets, Gods pro- 
ccedings, and our SEUIONKS | 
parable. 
A Farther proofe of the 
truth already clcared,. 

will cafily offer it ſelfe,if we 
g1ve care tothe complainr, 
ard credit co the report of 
the moreancient Prophets, 
#16 whomalſo we may learn 


| how: the: Lords proportion! 


The truth confirmed by teflimo= | 


| Cc Þ hath: 


| 
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— as the Shepheard taketh out of 

the mouth of the Eyon, two legs, 

|9r a prece of 21 eare « ſo. ſhall 

I the children of Iſrael he taken, 
INT. © EH here Þ 


3 a The ftrait gate, Z wy 
” | 2, | hatheverbintheleaſt, Asa| | 
| | Teſtimony | opp ora Tithing ſcarce one | Þ 
| of Pro- - | | 
hers, | for nine; ſo 7ſaiah.Nay,welit| Þ 
Ifa,6.t;z- | it were always fo,butſcarce| | 
| | one of an hundred, ſome-| Þ 
h. bY | 
| | times hardly two of a thou-| 
Jeng. |{and; as 1n Jeremzes time,ore | 
l;  0f a City,and two of a Tribe. y0 
 I{a4,2 7.6 : 


againe 1n 1/ateb,as the ſbaking | 
of anOlwvetreegtwoor threeber-\ | 
ries left in the top of the upmaſt 
bourhes, and foure or five in the 


Mica 7.l.. higheſt branches. So 177 Mt- | 


cah, as the ſungmer gatheriaes, 
and as the grapes aſter the vin- 
tage,ns clufler being left to cate. 
_ Finally, ro-make upa full 
conſent of Prophets 1n this | 
complaint, foalſo in Ames, 


}  howloever it be truce, that 
wee have nothing preciſely 


_ 


and narrow way, 


here and there one, violently | 


reſcued ourof that common 


and general Apoſtafie, And 


ro determine, touching the 
proportion z yet may we-to | 
this purpoſe, marke that in 
Iſaiah, aS Rom.9.27.1t1Sap- | 
plyed directly to the point : 
Thowgh the nnmber of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael were as the ſandof. 
the {ea g yer ſhall but 4 Yemmant 
beſaved. Andif this berhe 
proportion, amopg the chil- 
dren of 7ſrael, the viſible 
Church, wherein are onely 
the ordinary meanes of fal- 
vation to be found : alas, 


what may be thought tou- 
ching others fcattcred tho- | 
rowout the world innume- | 


Ifarz1© 32» 


rable, witch have beene in 
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| 


he I --"tite 
; | 36 The ffrait eate, | | 
| | all ages, and Rtillare with- 
ont the bounds or compaſſe 
| of the Church ? that if,, as|j 
| Chriſt leſus the father of the 
| Prophets, yea the truth and | 
l: life it ſelfe hath witneſſed, |} 
1 and that oftner then once, | 
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but few of thoſe many, that 
are called;; then may- wee 
be bold to avouch for truth, 

though delivered in the A- 
pocry phall,chat T here bema- 
| 79 created, and few that fhallbe 


the world to come for few. 
Fo illuſtrate which far- 
ther,very fitting is the ſimi- 


I:rnde which there is: ad- 


many are called bt few choſen, | 


ſaved. The-moſt high having | 
mace (as there it 1s anſwe-| 
red) this world for many, but | 


(Vere 2. ded: As when thou askeſt the 
| earth, it will ſay to thee, thatit | 
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[1s. of price, and yart let 
not us either marvell, or| 
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: and narrow way, 


givers muckearthly matter, to 
make pots, but little daft , that 
gold commeth of : (Like our 
Mend;p mines; a great deale 
of lead, buta little filuer, 
and that not without much 
coſt and paines refined,from 


world, Indeed, moſt true, a 
great deale of baſe mettall 
ther 1s, and ever hath beene 
inthe world. for a little that 


murmure at it, ſince wee 
know, how a few little wed- 
gcs of gold; are more worth 
then an hundred times their: 


or Son of God that ſhall be 
laved, more worth in-Gods 


RS SIS ISO <> eee 


the baſer mettall:) Sow 7, | 
ſaith he, with the workeof ths | 


weight in ſowes of lead:] 
and ſurely fo is one Saint,. 
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Gods pIo- | 
| ceedings, 


account and value, then a 
world of finners, that in ' 


their wickedneſſe juſtly pc- 
Tiſh, andare damued, that 
no marvalle if theſe unions 
be found fingle by one and 
one, and lie not as com- 
mon peoble ſtones in every 
fareet. 

Farther, that we may not 
 marvell. that God fhould 
ſuffer ſo many in thcir fins 
to periſh, reſeruing onely 
but a remnant for himſelfe : 


let us remember how it 
hath ever been ſo of old. As 


ven th: world of the nngodl, (as 
Peter calleth them ) drow- 
ned inthe fo2d. Soaftter in 


* done, one r12hteous Lot, || 


witl 
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intheold world, one Noah.,! 
| and ſeven with him faved in 
the Arke.and all beſides, c- 


| aPer.ay 
| Verle 7. 


| 


| 


* 
bd 
A 
54 
| Fa 
$ 


_— 


_ — -? _ are. "od "£22" a 


J__—_—_ 


[1n Jericho, a well-peopled 
Citie, onely Rahab ſpared | Frb.x7-32/ 


torefcue, and reſerve a few, 
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with onely his ewodaugh- 
ters, eſcaping of ſo many 
chouſands,from the fire. So 


with her family. And what 
ſhall I tell you, of thar: 
(which was but a type, nor |: 
holding in all particulars 2) | 
how of ſixe hundred thouſand | Nemb. 14- 
men of warre,of 1ſrae!, com- | 3% 

ming out of Zgypr, two one-| 
ly, towit, Caleb and loſhua, 
entered Canaan, Theſe may 
ſerve to ſhew, that in tem. 
porall judgements, it hath 
beene mercie with God, 
when many periſhed, onely 


marked by grace, for ſuch. 
ecliverance, And right fo 
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ſhall ir be in the world to! 
come, a few onely. ſaved. 


| | through 
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| Mart, 133, 
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| Exhortation, to ſpeake of the 


| at'fo many ſticke, and' for 


| 0i0ur propoſed in the Go- 


| only brought forth fruic, fir 


through the riches of Gods | 
mercy , and tirother: left 
| moſt juſtly toperiſh. 
| I will pare to open the 
reaſon of this Docrine far- 
ther,till I come tn the more 
particular handling of the 


| ftrais and narrow gate, where- 


want of firiving cannot cn- 
ter, Onely to make up the 


that but few are ſaved: ler 


ſomewhat ſeriouſly rocon- 
ſider that Parable by our S4- 


ſpell, rouching the foure ſc-: 
verall kindes of ground rc- 


cciving ſeed, ofwhich, one | 


to- bee. gathered into rhe 


The ſtrait gate , [ 
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confirmation of this POINT, | 


mee- referre your thoughts, |. 
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harne.Whereto if we adde., | 
(that which palpable expe- | 


rience teacheth us) thatin 
the compaſle of the carth, 
not the twentieth,no,noryet 
the fortierh acre of ground, 
is aradle receiving ſced;but 
heere a wood , and there an 
| [heath.a bare common, or at 
deft, a paſture or meddow, 

that being ucither plowed 


but bring forth oraſſe and 
bay,food fit-for cattle,not for 
reaſonable creatures; hence 
may our own hearts rell us, 

what we are to thinke of the 
harveſt of the Lord,viz.that 


noodly, never ſuch an har- 
veſt, never ſucha joy, yet 1s 
the Lords crop but ſmall in 

compa- | 


nor ſowne, can at themoſ | 


nowſoever the crop once ga. | 
thered, will be great and| 
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compare with that which 
groweth, in the large and 
ſpacious ſurfaco of the 


ſuruay) 1t will eaſily ap» 
peare, that of the foure 
grand quartcrs of the carth, 
ſcarce one,and that the leaſt 
of the foure, belongeth o 
ſeverall, as glebe, and ara- 
ble to the Lord, PForgfr/, 
how hath ever the far grea- 
ter part, lien waſt, and not. 
at all manured : but there 
a wilderneſle of SAaVAares, or. 
Heathen Jdslateys, that ne- 


Chriſt:& here & there ſcat- 
tered, a barren waſte, like 


b4 Jericho, 


* 4 g— ————— 


world, ; 
| | Wherein, (tocome t2a 


ver ſcarce heard of God and 
| Chriftzaud here an heath,of 
curſed Maher? preferring | 
| their falſe Prophet, before 
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|| 12richo, £41,07 Sechem,razed | rofl 6.8 8, 
downe,and ſowed with ſalt, | tud.9 45» , 
ofunbelieving lews, to this 
day deſpiſingand defpigh- 
ting Chiſt? Yea,and farther, | 
of thoſe that would be ac- [} 
counted ,plough-ground of 
I | Iefus Chriſt, how much is | 
[there that hath aarnelland | 
.cockle fowed, in ſteade of |; 
'wheate and barley, fuper-| ' If 
{titious 1nuentions of man, 
which cannot bring forth 
good fruite, in ſtead of the 
00d ſeed of grace, the word 
oftrath > as 1n the fields of j ll 
Spaine,of 1taly,and other Po- [.- . ll 
p1ſh countries. | 
And yetfarther,cuen here, 
| and whereelſe, through the 
riches of his love and grace, | 
Chriſt Teſus, as the good | 
ſower, commeth with his [ 
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The flrait gate, 
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ſeed, alas, how many that|: 
refuſe to be cither plowed, 
or ſowne> and that while,no 
marvell, if like the ſuggards 
ficld,they lie waſt, and over- 
growne with weedes and 
nettles, of loathſome vices; 
ſome with whoredome, and! 
| filthy drunkenneſſe , fome| 
with ſwearing, atid deſpc- 
rate prophanenefle : with 
pride and malice, others: 
and others with the world, 
and wicked covetouſnefle, | 
| Or if ſoany be, as paſture, |. 
or meddow ground,ofa bet- 
ter mould , yet whiles they 
receive not ſeede, whiles: 
they heare not Gods bleſſed |: 
Vord; what fruitcan it be | 
hoped they ſhould. bring | 
forth,better then grafle and [}* 
hay ar the moſt, of civill 
CON- | 
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a. | 


_ 


colgoe TT 


aud narrow way. 


converſation, and morall | 
| honeſty? That lo, theſe ſc. 
verall portions put apart, 
alas, where 1s the furtieth 
acre,(to ſpeak in compallc) 
that may bee accounted as 
tillage tothe Lord, ſo much 
as ordinary comers to heare 
Gods word,and to have caſt 
.| [on them the ſeed of Grace ? 
| And yet, /ecendly, even of 
thoſe few that come to 
heare, how many are there, 
1, whoſe hard and 1gnorant 
harts give the precious ſeed 
noentranceatall,which are 
no better then the high way 
\.$ground? 2, of thoſe that goe. 
PFtarther coentertaiathe ſeed, 
> | [bow many fpring vpat firſt, 
| that wither fireightagaine | 
1n time of tria!l, being n10-/ 
better then the ſtonygrond? | 
| Frirdly, 


_ 
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Thirdly., of thoſe that] 
ſeeme ſo to heare, under-f 
ſtand, and praQiſe for af 
whilc,that they are thought 
to grow a pace, and promilc 

much increaſe, how mary 
thatare blaſted, as 1n the| 
| bud, 8: quite choaked with 
the world, cre they grow tof!” 
ripeneſle, ſpecding no betY/" 


i 
? 


|rerthen the thorny ground?ſ| c 
That there remaineth iſ} 4 
fine,bura fourth(and ſcarce 4 
ly that alwates)of a forticth | n) 

| part,that as the good ground | - 

| receive and keepe the {ced 

| and with patience and perf 

ſeverance, bring forth fra] - 
good wheat, ripe and full fr 
the harueſt of the Lord. || _ 

So hath the point by conÞ | | 
ſideration of this parable| . 
al{o,beene abundantly con tt 


Armed 
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thi: 
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| themſelves they be a great 


$/fy waies are there to miſ- 
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| firmed, that howſoever in 


multitude: yet in compa- 
'rifon with thoſe that periſh, 
and areas tares reſerved for 
buraing,but—— afew,a farre 
leſſe «umber that ſhall be ſaved, 
and as good corne be gathe- 
red intothe barne, Soma- 


carry and goe wide, where- 
as, their is but one gate (as 
'1$ ſhewed afrer)and that ve- | 
ryſtraittocnteraright, | 


— — 


Cnanr VI. 


| 
| 
| Contrary errours refuted, and 
| 
[ 
| 


the Obieftions anſwered. 


"THe Dodrine of our S4- 
viour, thus largely con- 
iirmed, afforder! h to us ail! 


' 
matl 
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The ftrait gate, 


Nam. 16:5 


moſt profitable v{ Lees f »l, 
it maketh flatly for cored. 
9 and confutation,ofall A. 


to flatter themfſeves in thcir 


to ſet wide .open the gate of 


& and others, what they may, 
| trary unto Chriſt Iefus his 
reſolution,and the truth de-! 
 livered, that not a few, but 
 al[rather, or ſure the greater| 
| 

part, at leaſt of thoſe chat] 
profeſſe faith in the name 
of Chriſt (be they Papiſts, 
Familiſts, Anabapriſts, orÞ 
of what other ſe&, howtloc-| 


ver living,or wharſocver do- 
19) 


theiſtical unbelieving ones 
(of which ſort the world 
© this day is tull; ) who, 
owne ungodlineſſe,do ſeeke 


Heaven, as if all might 
cnter. Bearing themſelves 


in hand moſt madly, con-, 


{ 
i 
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[nancing of which conceit, 


fore, what rcaſoning's are | 


* a:0uched by S. Peter that 


We? - ſhould make ſo ny” fo £01 
© fermne them? Or finally . 


ing ſhall bec ſaved in fine, 
& gots heaven. For COunte= | 


| you have partly heard be- 


brought by ſuch cavillins 
ſpirirs: -from the Mercy, Poip- 
er, Will, and 1»ſticeof God, 
and the infinite rich Merit 
of the death of Chriſt. For} 
<1; not, ſay they, God merci. 
« all, Yea hits mercy over all +; 
«Or Ts not God jtroger then; he 
Cc Divell : > an therefore able to i 
«Fave all> Or,1s it not plaine- 


Ke would have none to pertſh > > 
<And by Saint Paul, har 
KC his will i3 that all men ſhould 
|<, ſaved? Or, what reaſon or} 
77 tice were there in God th : 
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2 Thel. 3-3. 


|. 


*phat though all be ſinners, 


* of price, to waſh away the 
*-rcateft ſins,os Davids mar- 
er, dab ler! and Pe- 


| *<rers den;ing and for fwear- 


1BZ36P4 ' the like: ſo that men 
| ®oeleew: in him , which whoſo 


 £C1oth not is averybeaſt> And 


| ſure, then there be more 


| beaſts then - reaſonable 
creatures, cven amongſt 
them, that goc for "= 


witnes the Apoltle, All men 
have not faith, Nay faith, it} 


| wer,that groweth not wilde| 


Or COmt! oy (as: after {hall 
he 


— —4- 2 > wou.. wo 2a CEwY Aw ur wm —-£2 —_— 
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_ Jet, did rot Chriſt d;e for all, 
ereat ſenners, as well as leſſe 
"off enders? Or. Is not his blood 


ans in the world ; fince, | 


not fained but true, ſuch: as}. 
can ſave, it 1s, as God doth 
know ,a ſpectall garden flo-I 


[1 
| 4 


| 
l 
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bc be ſhewed) i in cuery feld, 

» || Bur (to give anſwer 
e | | briefely - ſuch cavilling | 
i | demands:) Firſt, for the | 


| laſt, drawne from the 1nft- 


| nite worth of the #4:rite of | _. ! 


| | Cheſts 
|| Chriſts death. Our anſwer | mer. 


if 

| 
- |} maybeeaſyby vaighſs 1} 
1 | Schovle diitin&tion , that : F j 
( | for the [afficiexcy of Chriſts ! M - 


d death, we e graiit, it may be 
© lf: aid truely, that Chriitdy- 
J| ed for all, that 1s, that his. 
x | | death was of ſufficient | 


| | worth and value init ſole, | 
>| bad God thereto ap; YOIN- | | 
"i ted it, to have ſaved all ; | 

| | 


+” 
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it [ | and is, t ſave his E- | 
OF Ict, from all, even their | 

op | | greateſt {innes : but inthe | | 
%} efficacy of tt unto life, ſo 0n- 

Ae Iv faith riyapoltle, a: 6.5.9 | j 
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23 
Gods mer- 


ternall ſalvation to all that 
ave obey him; which all doc 
 Not,nor yet beleeve in him 
artght , whatſoever folkes 
prate of Faith , that 


| know not what it is, 


For, as the Prophet long 
2gone complained , wh 


Luke 18.5 ' 


ned for the time ro come, 
when the Sopne of man ſhall 
come, ſhall he finde faithin the 
earth no more ts there 


| . , 
now ; buta little true faith 


The ſtratt gate, | 


hath belevwved our report 2\| 
Andour Saviour forewar-|f 


' tobe found in the world, 


nordoeall, nor the tenth 


who boaſt o f faith in1m, 
and hope of ſalvation by 


Secoxd place,for the queſt!- 
on moved touching the 


— 
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of them belccve in Chriſt, | 


him. Andeven ſo, in the| 


mercy} 
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Mercy of God : the anſwer 


:"rmer, that Gods mercy 
indced is great & above 4/l 
is works, howbeit though 
God be infinite 1n mercy, 
as Chriſt is in merit, to 
ſave all that ſhall be ſaved, 
onely through the riches | 
of his grace: yct ſhail none 
have mercy unto life, but 
onely thoſe , who , being! 
ordained weſſels of 92ercy,arc | 


celve mercy; as all are nor, 
|For ſo our of Moſes, you 


|know how th'apoſtle ar- 


gueth, Rom.9. 15. 1 will 
have mercy on whom 1 will 
have mercy. And verſe 23. 
That hee might acclare the ri-| 


ſels of mercy, which hee hath 


is propoxrtionable to the | 


fitted by repentance to re- | 


ches of his #lory, upon the weſ- | 


» 
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| PA.145.9 


Ex0:33 is 


D 3 prepared 
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| prepared unto glory. Other- 
| wiſe as God is mercitull, 


' tro whom mercy belongeth, {9 
1s he ajuſt God noleſſe,ro- 


wards them, to whom in- || | 


' ſlice arpertaineth: neither 
muſt we fo dreame of his 
mercy, asto forget his ju- 
ſtice; ſince h1s ſons i iS with 


| David, Mercy and ludee- 


met, not one, but both 
rightly diſpoſed. 

Thirdly, tor that menti- 
oned touching the Power 
of God, that he is ſtron- 
ger then the Divell: our 
anſwer js,that we muſt not | 
reaſon from Gods power to 


croſle his will, iti | | | 


it follow, that becauſe hee | 


{ 1sable to ſave all, therefore | 


all, or the greater number | | 


hall be ſaved ; fince hee 


 hath' 


I ne ne, 


; 


| hath plainely revealed his | 
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i 


truth before confirmed; 
againſt which in the 
true ſenſe, comming from 
the ſame Spirit of truth, 
they carinot' make, Ne1- 
ther indeed doth S. Peter 
ſpeake inthe place allead- 
ged, of ought ſave of the 
proceeding of his revealed 
will, which offereth with 
patience ſalvation vnto al, 
thatwill be willing, onthe 
condition of repentance 
required, toreceive it. For 
ſoare his words, aud world 


D— 


have none to periſh, but all to 
D 4 come 


| 
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v0 1 T he firait gate, 


| come unto repentance , that fo 
they mizht be {aved. AS al, 
ſhailindeed, that w?ll ac- 
cept the condition and re- 
pent. And foi that in Saint 
1.Tim-244 | Pay though we take 1t £0 
be ſpoken, (as the ſchooles 
| alſo diſtinguiſh) touching 
his abſolute will : yet doe 
Ne gereri | the circumſtances of the 
bus fingalo.. | ! 

rum,zonde Text ſhew plainely , how 
Jngwis ge- | jt 150 be underſtood : viz, 


HEYA: | 
nallom ge. | Ofall forts and degrees of 
1 homi: | Mankind, not of the Parti- 


mum excipit i CULarS of every ſort. For ſo 
afalute, 


quiaolim | 1s Gods will, wo haveall ſa- 

_— » | ved: that 1s, ſome of all a- 
Is, ff 7 

medoom. | BeS, youngand old:of both 

#ibus pazct. | ſexes, Men and women : of 


Ze kecwa- | 21] conditions, rich and 


' £13 fac ad 


intenticnem |-POOTC : of all nations, Fewes 


— and Gentiles : finaily of all 
10,Aqu- | __14- +, 
in1 Tim-2 | callings, from the King 
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| [found in all, of comming 
| [1a the acknowledging of the | 
| \irarh. 
| | F:ifily and «finally, for | 
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that fitterh upon the 
throne , (for whom, 
though then heathen, The 
Apoſtle there requireth 
the Chriſtians to pray, | 
bringing this asa reaſon to 
perſwade thereto) to the 
maid that grindeth ar the 


that it is {imply his wil, to 
have every. man and wo- 
man ſaved; for then whar 
could hinder,bur al ſhould 
be ſaved > whereas we may 
marke, even in the very 
place aileadged, how this 


mill: but wee cannot ſay | 


oenerall is bounded with 
1 condition not. to bce 


D $ that | 
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Gods i 


face, 
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| that complaint made a- 
gainſt the zuftice of God, 


that they canuot ſee how it 


can ſtand with reaſon or e- 


| them :- hereto I anſwer: 
 Fixft, that God out of his 
owne inclination, doth 
neither cauſe nor deſire 


made man righteous: but they 
have ſought many inventions, 
as Salomon ſpeaketh; and as 


ther hath be pleaſure in the de- 
ſirauttion of the living, for he 
created ail: things, that they 


man by the firſt fall, and 


| made himſelfe and his po- 


Z freritic 


> Frorr A 


quity, that God ſhould| 
| make ſomany tocondemn 


the ſinne or the condemna-| 
tion of his Creature. For he | Þ 


God hath not made death. nei-| 


mieht have their being. But | 


Hs finne againſt God, |} 


r 3 


|ptuous mouths, with that 
of the Apoſtle, Rem. 9.20. 
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ſeritic liable to condem.*! 
nation. And it God ſhould 
now appoint man to that 
indgement, which he hath 
deſerved.,ifany ſhould far- 
ther preſume to reply , we 
might ſtoppe ſuch preſum- 


O man. who art thou which 
pleadeſt againſt God > fer, ſhall 
the thing formed. ſay to him 
that formed it , why haft thou 
made me ithes ? Or, hath not 
the Potter power of the clay? 
&c. And (econdly, this Fa 
ther I ſay with Salomon, 


that The Lord hath made al | 
things for his owneſake , that | 


is, forthe praiſe of his own 


glory : even the wicked for | 


Apoſtle ; What -and if” God 
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 Theſbraitgate, © fl 


, would, toſnew his wrath , and 
| to make his power knowne, ſuf-| 
jer with long patience, the| 
veſſels of wrath, prepared| 
[to deſtruftion? Howbeit| 
{though their making and| 
preparation be from: God, 
| yetaccording tothephraſe 
in Hoſea, their deſtruction is 
thiir owne , and their dam- 
nation moſt juſtly merited 
by themſelves, as will ap-| 
peare moſt cleare , before| 
«1 the world,in the laſt day| 
if not ſconer, when not| 
onely: the heavens. ſhall de-| 
"clare their wickedneſſe.,and the\ 
earth- and all the erea-| 
tures, ſhall riſe up againſt | 
them : but alſo their owne | 
{ guilry conſcience,ſhallbe| 
| forced: in horrour to: ac-| 
knowledge: without um-| 
peachment, 
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peachment, the juſtice of 
the Loid , in ſeeking his 
owe glory , by the juſt 


[coudemnation of fo many 


Reprobares, it being the: 
riches of his mercy to fave, 
though a leſſer number, 
whenas all-in. juſtice: have 
deſerved death, And ther- 
fore thirdly, for cloſe of all, 
what, though our blind 
eye of.carnall reaſon could 
not for the preſent diſcern 


| ſufficiently of Gods ju- 


ſtice, in this behalfe > no 


ceive the cauſes of farre in- 
feriour matters, as (for in- 
ftance) of the ebbing and 
flowing of the ſea, except 


| |onely by conjeQrre, And 


how much !efle zen are 
wee ablo ro unecorftand! 


Ae em, 


Geds 
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more are wee able to con-/| 
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Gods fearefull power , or | 
tocomprehend his judge- 
ments, which are as a great 
deepe, hard to bee ſounded 
tothe bottome, with the 
plummet of our rcafon, 
ſpecially in this particu. 
lar, touching which you 
know how the Apoſtle 
cryeth out by way of ad- 
miration : Rom. IN, 33. 
How wnſearchable are his 
inagements, and his wayes paſt | 
finding on; | Howbeit, this 
we may reſolve, that how- 
ſoever the reaſons of them 
be now hid fromus,yet are 
they knowneto his eternal || 
wiſedome. and therein re- 
ſerved to bee revealed: as 
moſt inſt , before all rhe || 
world, at the glorious ap-|| 
| pearing of the Lord Ieſus : 

who | 
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who, as the Sunne of righ- 
rcouſneſle, will then lighten 
all things, that arc now hudin 


darkneſſe. 


CH a »V1k 


T at men ought to endeavour 
to be of the leſſer number,and 
not to follow multitudes. 


He truth of the Do- 
arine formerly deli-. 
vered,. and now cleared, 
and freed from thoſe cavils 
and obie&ions that might 
be raiſed againſt it, may 


ſerve to us 1n the next 


place, briefely,for;»ftrudi 
If | on: to ſettle and confirme. 


us. in the faith and per- 


1.Cor.z,s 
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The ftrait gate | 
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Phil 2.12 
Solizenti ge 
| medys, now 
| dub?! de 


| fxe, 
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| themſelves : but rather to 


| true happinefle, the more 


———  Fwc_C]wl 


ſwaſion of this ſecret © 
God,by Chriſt himſelfe fo 

lainely revealed, that but 
a few ſhall be ſaved, Andlet 
us be withall pcrſwaded 
of the reaſon, whey our Sa-| 
viour hath vouchſafed to 
reveale this ſecret to us, 
Surely, not to drive any 
todeſpaire, or roworke in| 
them diſtruſt, as if they 


ved, except the favitbe in 


 ſtirre all up to prayerand: 
watchfulneſſe, Toworke out 
their ſalvation with feare and 
trembline ; n0t conttfull of 
the end, but carefall of the 
meanes, dringing to that 
end, Since the fewer that 
we hearc like to pattake 
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might not come to be ſa-} 
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nd narrow way. 


Bu 


earneſt ſhould be our en- 


that ſmaller number ; not. 
ſecuring our ſelves (as the 
manner of ſome is) as if 
theaven ſhould be caſt on 
| |ys,. or as if all the world 
ſhould be ſaved : no, for | 
the blefing of life eternal, 
though tt be great, yet 
[have we learned, thatit is 
[not generall, nor ſhall all, 
no, nor the greateſt part, 
nor yet, if wee will beleeve 
Theapoſtle,i Cor,r.26,the 


—_ 
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 |deavour to come to be of | 


TE_ 


nobleſt or wealthieſt part ge- 
| [nerally enioy It. | 

Wherefore, howſoever 
Papifts ſtand much on 
multitudes, and carnal 
| | wretches (not caring what 
| [they doe)beare themſelves 
out in this, that they doe 
bur 
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, Rom. 12,2 
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, but whar they fee others, 
yea, the moſt, to do before | 
them: yer let this ſerve 

to perſwage, us to a ſafer 

courſe, vi. as Thf apoſtle 

witheth, zo: to faſhion our 

ſelves after the world ; ney- || 
ther ever to ſuffer our | 
ſelves robe drawne, to doe! | 
ought, for company,which 
Is not watrantable. For, 
whatthough moſt in their| 
commonuſe of ſpeech, in- 
ure their tongues to take 
in vaine the name of God? 
and but few that (as the 
oppoſition is in Salomon ) 
feare an oath > What ? 
though the greateſt num-!| 
ber remaine in ſottiſh ig-Þ 
norance, haying the prea- 
ching of the Word in no 
eſteemc, becauſe they ne- 
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vcr felt the power thereof > 
And but a few in compari- 


[the Sabbath,onely as a day | 


| And but a few of many, 


'Gods worſhip, and ſpeake 
J|evillofthe truth > And but 
tew that have a right re- 
|fpe&t, and love thereto? 
'|In briefe, what though a/ 
| | ſeeke their owne ? Being from 
the leaſt unto the greateſt gi- phil,v31, 


much to liſten after ſaving 
knowledge , in attending 
unto the meanes by God. 


{| thereto appointed 2 What | 


though moſt doc reckon of | 


ofreſt for carnall delight? | 


that,, as God in the Pro- 
phet counſelleth, doe conſe- 
crate it, as glorious unto the 
Lord? that many negle& 


p_— EY 


ven unto covetouſucſſe > that  «; 
matly, 


| Iſa. 58.1 Zo 
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T he frait gate, 


TIer-5.7+ 


many, aſſemble themſelves ly 


| 1rowpes,in Harlots bouſes ? or 


otherwiſe joyne together, 
as thoſe good-fellowes, 
Prov. 1.to doe wicked]y? 
Oh yer, (as there vey. 10, 
the wiſe man counſelleth) 
Ay ſonne, if ſenners. entice 
thee, conſent thou not : 10 let 
not us be ſwaied,if we love 
our ſoules, by ſuch good 
fellowſhip. No, for let us 
remember this rather 
which wee have learncd, 
that the* greater number 
are travellers in the broad 
road way to hel;and there- 


nant—"wmm. NO” OS 
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RE. 


frre howſoever company 
be good in travell, (if ſoit! 
be good company )yet fat-| 
er for us tohearken to that | 
counfell , or command ra-|| 
therof God himfeltfe, Ex-| 
| 04.23. 


| 


| 
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orcat ones(as the originall 
| word will beare, and is by 
ſome rendred) ts doe rewull. 


| beaſts, without farther con- 
| fideration, to follow the, 
{herde, as foone to the 


| 9eway, and few another - 
_ 1et, not to take things by tale, 
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and narrow way. 
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0d. 33.2» Thou ſhalt not fol- 
low a multitude : no not of 


Rather let it be for bruit 


ſhambles as to the paſture: 
burtorus to who God hath 
given reaſon to conſider, 
yea, taughr faith and Reli- | 


C— 


CY. 
? otentiorh, 
Trim. 


t. 
ci0n to belceve; and who ' 
| 


would be accounted in the 
number of the righteous, 
letus remember thatſweet | 
counſell of Saint Auguſtin, | 
when wee ſee many Jong 


or number , but try them by 
weight, And lince the broad 


_ way 
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In F/al.y9. 
Hac paucos, 


; 3[lac mul- 2 


tos. 

St iuftus ej- 
ſevelis,noll 
mUWeare. 
ſed appende 
via lata 


| mortifera 


e[t. ou. 
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ſorbe fire 
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[way is ſo dangerous, orra- 
ther deadly ; wherein (faith 
he) the multitudes in troupe 


after thew * (Where by the 
way, I with, it may be no- 
ted, how hee inſtanceth in 


\idle- and ungodly ſpecta- 
cles, then which ſcarcely 
any thing can be found 
| morc plcaſing to the cor- 
rupt mindes of the carnal] 
| multitudes.) Let us never 
imagine'that we are privi- 


| we ſce others fo todoe.For 
 letusremember thatin the 
-P/alme: The tran ſereſſorsſhal 
be deſtroyed together ;, this 15 
all thar is gotten by having 
company 1 finning, ſoal- 


ſo 


runze after vanities,and lying | 
follies : but de not thou run 


| Theatre plaies, and othet| 


leged todo ought, becaulc| 
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and narrow way. 
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h Epcriſhing. And therefore | 
6; (bow farre ſafer for us, bo 
1 leave reckoning what 0- 
1 (thers doe, wiſely betaking 
1c ſour ſelves ro whatſoever 
0-0 God preſcribeth us to doe? 
in| And 1fat any time, we be-| 
er | ginne to muſe, as Petey, 
a. I touching obs, what ?! or 
ly bow ſuchor ſuch will doe ? 

nd (Let as thinke ftreight how 
Qr- the checke of our Saviour, 
all Yuoto Pexer,15 no lefle forus 
ver For What is that to ws2 when 
vi- vec are directly enjoyned 
aſc} © follow Chriſt. And here-! 
vor Upon, what muſt be our re- 
ſolution? but that of //hsa, 
that whatſoever others 


we and ours will ſerve the 
Lord, ſo as hee requireth, 


. || {0 to bee accompanied in | 


make choice to doe, yet | 


of 


loh. 21.21» 


verſe 22. 
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of them that will be ſaved, 


ſo, andare not: having at 
moſt,as Sardis, a name ty 


therefore let our care be,tij 
with the fewer we may et- 


before delivered. for adm 
mIHORs 


Which ſince the fewer 
ſort doe in good carneft, e. 
ven of thoſe that ſay they 
are Chriſtians (among| 
whom, many like thok 


Iewes in Sm\rmd, only ſay | 


live when they bee dead) 


live as the fewer doe, that 


ter into heaven. And thisis 
ournext «ſeofthe doctrine 
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Cuary VII, 


« at in regard of ew 


unſucceſſefall labours . 
4 + He laſt and largeſt ap- 


plication yet remal- 
neth,to ſhew,namely, how 
this doctrine 'rouchins the 
ſmall number tobe ſay ved ; 
(which may at firſt fi ght 
happly ſecme full of feare, 
£ and is indeede, I grant, a 
| point of terrour to wicked 
worldlings, who therefore 
 ofal other points can hard-i 
licſt brooke i affordeth a- 
boundant comfort, and eve1) 
the riches of confolation: ; 


| 7 Ht 
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- | diſcouragement, /abouring, 
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| 


firſt, to Gods fairhtull Mi. 
niſters : and ſecondly, to all 
true believers. 

For, firſt, for us who are 
ſet aparſ for this ſpecial! 
ſervice,this great worke of 
winning ſoules , if happi-|[ 
ly at any time wee finde! 


rs EI ee ene 
v 


all in vaine , and 4s for m. 
thing without ſucceſſe;! 
thatafrer much paines ta- 
ken in ſowing of the fai-| 
reſt ſced, there appcareth 
ſo little greene above 
ground,giving hope of har-| 
veſt ; iniquity and infide- 
liry ſtill overflowing for 
all our preaching,and buta 
few who veeld ſincere obc- 
dience, being wonne by 
the working power of the 

word. to the truth of faith: | 


| yet 


tn 
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| mo and narrow way, 75 
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[yet for all this fo we bee 
found faithfull , inour ſer- | 1:Cor,4. 
vice we need not faint; but | 
conſider how it hath fo e- | 
ver fared , and no better, 
with thoſe that were the 


righteouſneſſc inall ages. 

As with Noah, 1n whom | 
'S. Peter telleth us , how | 
| Chriſt went and preached to | F*%.3-15 


o theold world, tull fixe (core | 


yeares z with how little 
profit > and with Za, who 
in Sodome vexed his righte- | 1.Pcr2 s. 


= | K 
Y 0 ſoule, towinnethe reſt | 


| togoodneſle, without ſuc- | 
cefle. As with 1/a;ah,whole | I's} 49-4. 
complaints in this behalfe | * 73" 
are upon record. Yea,with 
our Saviour, whobyall 1s 
 painfull travel], got but,as 
himſelf doth tearm them, | 
Fe E 2 a | 
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loh:19. 
35,39« 
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alittle flock; and they not 
Scribes and Phariſes , not 


| Herod ..Pilat, or ſuch great 


ones, but-of the meaner 
ſort.; for, dee any of the Ru, 
lers belecve in him? \uxcly 
(except one Nicedemrns, Or 
one rich Joſeph; who yet are 
ſorcafraida great while to 
confeſſe him) hardly any, 
A reaſon of which hard 
ſucceſle for comfort tous, 
1f happily we find the like 
orworſe, in this laſt and 
worſt age of the world, 1s 
ycelded 'in the dodrine 
before delivered ; becauſe 


iamcly,there are but a few 
of many,the lefſer number, 
that ſhall be ſaved;that we 


| need n0t to let fall our cou- 


rage, if we ſec not wiſhed 
for ſicceſſe alwaies in the 
moſ 
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moſt or many. | 
No, but rather how 
imay this conſideration 


oy to cheere up our ſpi- 


rits, and inake us to ac- 
count it, as well we may, 
{aſpeciall gift, out of the 
{undeſcrved riches of Gods 
grace: ſhall God vouch- 
ſafe ro deale ſo graciouſly 
with us(whoare at beſt, but 
lcrvants recei wine nothing 


| 


but what is givenus,) as tO 
make his word put ir our 
mouthes, to become pow-| 
crfull.by his Spirit,for any 
of his childrens good, that 
any. though but ſome few 
of many,fome one of twen- 


ly embrace our Miniſtery, 
and come to beleeve our re- 


[CIT 


tie,or two ofan hundred,or | 
ten ofa thouſand, fincere- | 


| 
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T he firait gate, 
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, port, beeing brought to. 

' yeeld obedience unto 
_ Chriſt, as heirs of life. For 
ſurely, ifſo-God pleaſe to 
honour us, howſoever his 
alone and onely muſt bee 
the glory, who 1s alone 2he 
father of the ſpirits , able 
onely to give grace by 
whatſoever inftrument:yet 
| may this comfort and en- 
 CoUrage Us, to goe forward 
without fainting,in this fo 
weightie buſinefle ; like 
the painefull Hasband- 
man 2n the eMornine, as Sa- 
lomon counſelleth in ano- 
ther caſe, ſowinz the ſeedc 
and at Evening not letting our 
hand toreft, as not knowing 
which ſhall proſper by Gods 
bleſſing , which onely can 
| gtve the increaſe. Being #". 


Ecci,11.6. 
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and narrow way. 


Pant, as Saint Paulſo\trait- | 1-Cor.z.7 | 
{ly chargeth Timothy, in ſea- | 35142 | 
on and out of ſeaſon ; as him- | 
ſelfe profeſſeth, Ads 20. 
how he had laboured in 4- 
ſia, publikely, and more pri- | Verſ20.! 
vately, with all of all ſorts, 
towinthemunto Chriſt, 
And then, as it 15 recor- 
ded, 4,17, to have befal- | 
lenthe ſame Apoſtle at 4- 
thens, when he preached to | 
| | [them of the Reſurredion; | Veer s. 
that ſome mocked and others 
marvuled, howbcit,as ver, 
34- certaine clave unto him 
and beleeved : among ft whom | 
was alſs Denys the Iudze of | 
| Areopagus (or Mars-ſtreet) | | 
| | and awoman named Damaris 
| | andothers with them. ſo may 
| we hope to find,that how- | 
| | | foever at our preaching, 
ll E 4 {ome 
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| fome ſhall mocke', and 0- 
thers marvaile , or at the 
moſt applaud, and ſay el! 
done,&c. and there an end: 
yet ſome by Gods mercy 
will cling and cleave, be- 
leeving and being vvon to 
Chritt ; a Damaris perhaps 
{atone Sermon, and 1«4/ze 


{ Denys at another;that how-| 


' focvernotall, nor yer the 


ſooner or later the elect 
ſhall; ſo zany, at one time 
or another, (as it was ſaid 
of the Gentiles at Antio- 
chia, Aft.13+ 438.) as are or- 
daintd to eternal life. Yea, for 
| howſoever, as thofe vvho 
| flocked to ſce vvonders, 
; Adt.2.they be ready in the 
| beginning of the ſermon, 


T he flrait gate, | | 


| maior partbe gathered,yet| 


| tO ſcoffe 8 mock,or, at _—_ 
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ANA Narrow way, 


236 


in their heart toconrtemne: ! 
the Preacher:bur yet what 

know we, but they may be 
caught 'upon the hooke, if i 
God ſhalbring- them orice” 


ven thoſe were many, ſo: 
picked at the very heart , Dy | 
Peter; powerful preaching, | 
that their cry was as you | 
know there,ver: 37: Men & | 
brethren what ſhal we ao their | 
meaning was, vvhat the 
trembling Gaoler. 4.16 .; 
more fully ſpake, being a- 
waked by a wonder, toask 
a far wiſer queſtion then; 


what thy ſhou!d aoe that they | 
might be ſaved? to whom, | 
being ſo humbled once, | 
when P.terhad given coun- | 


% $0 amd their lives, 8w ith | 
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G. 


tonibbleat the bait: ase- | 
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all, applyed , the comfort 


| ofthe promiſe, to revive 


their ſoules, telling them 
that the promiſe of life was 
made to them : you know 
what is added, verfe 41. 
How namely , about three 
| thouſand ſoules in that one aa) 
were added to the Church. 
| By meanes like to which, 
{ as it is ſaid afterin the con- 
| Clufton of that Chapter, 
that God did them; ſo it11! 
, will he adde to the Church 
from dayre day ſuch as ſhall 


ca{t out, becing able to 
| Eatch at once a multitude, 
when Chriſt Ieſus ſhall 
' COME, (as once we read he 
| did) to helpe rhe fiſhing, 


net, nowfoever wee mav 
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| de faved ; Saint Peters nct | 


Vithin the coras of which | 
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not hope to compaſlc all 


that ſwimmeth_ 1n the 
ſea , and happely of thoſe 
which wee draw to land, 
ſome prove but ſorry ones, 
not worthy keeping,/as 1n 
that Parable of the draw-net 
is obſerved) yet ler this be 
our comfort that we catch 
ſome good to put as into 
veſſels for ſervice of the 
Lord : and -for the reſt, let 
us remember that, where - 
with 1ſaiah in like labour 
comforted himſelf, name- 
ly, that ozr indgement is with 
the Lord,ank our worke is with | 


| gathered, yet ſhall we be glorr- 
ons inthe Lords eyes, and 047 
God (hall be our ſtrength. For 

WAY ?2.,Cor-2,15. Wear | 
 #nto God the ſweet ſavour of 


Marr 3.49 


I'a 49.4- 


verlſc 5- 
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3 Theſ-2.3. 
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| Chriſt , in whom? i chem 
that are ſaved? indeede in 
them chiefly; yet not one- 
ly in them, but, in them 


told how the Apoſtle ope. 
neth it? To the one we arc the 
 ſavour of death unto death, 
viz, to ſeale up their con. 
demnation ; while wee 
preach Chriſta Iudge , «- 
ming in flaming fire to render 
Vengeance, to all that ſhal con- 
Jemme to :nowor follow him : 
but tothe other; we are the [a 
vor of life unto life ,to aſlure 


whiles we preach Chriſt 1 


all. that: ſhall beleeve;} 


| 


moſt mercifull Saviour, to}, 
hen as he ſhall cone tobe ghe- -| 
ified tn his Saints, andtobe| 
mad: marvailos = for mc rcy | 


alſo that periſh. Will ye have| 


their ſoules of eternal life; f 
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hough not imply i in all, 


[that beleewe-in [Flag becanit 


leved by them.. So may 


| this ſerve to comfort Gods. 
| faithful Miuniſters.. 


not the moſt, yet) z» al] | 


our teflimonie hath beene be- 


bi 


| 


as 
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what: thanke full rewycing: 
they ought to have in God, 
that are freely choſen to be 
of the leſſer number .. 


pom the ſecond place, to all 
true believers.called and. 


converted to the obedi- 
ence of faith; may this | 


point” touching the few: 


ee. 
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Re,16:235, 


that | 
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The ſtrait gate, 
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poſſibly but adde ar en- 
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that ſhall ſhal bee ſaved, 
yeeld comfort 1n aboun- 
dance, and great enco»raze-| 
ment. Firſt, Comfort ,in the | 
free and gracious rich mer- 
cy of the Lord, whohbath 


| 
vouchſated meerly thorow {| i 


his eye of love caſt on 
them, to ſeparate them 
from the many. of thefſſ! 
world, and to marke themfj| t 
for his owhe:making them} 11 


| rhrough faith ro become 


what Zachess was, when 1: 
upon his ſound -repen-fſ fi 
tance, ſalvation camtinto hi © 
terſe, even Childrex, and 6 , 

t 


| bleſſed with farrhfull Abre 


ham.Toevery one of whom w 
how can this conſideration] b: 


creaſe of joy; that where 
as it hath pleaſed God in 
! thelſi 


, —— —_— 
—_— 


w—_ 
— — 
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K focver thou be that canſt 


þ veſeech thee to conſider | 
| {crioufly, onely to increaſe 


——___—_—_— 
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*; 


the unſearchable depth of 
| his eternall wifedome, to 
| chooſe out and reſerveun- 


to himſelfe, onely a few, a 

remnant, for the glory of | 
his grace: it hath alfo plea- 

ſed him, in the free and | 
unconceiveable riches of : 
that his grace, to vouch | 
ſafe ro make them ſome of | 


K chat ſmall remnant which | 
E ſhall be ſaved. 


Aflurance whereof who- | 


find unto thy ſoule, letme | 


thy joy and thankfulneſle; | 
whether God might nor | 


F dave left thee juſtly, as he | 


hath many round about | 
thee, to walke (as once | 


' 


thou didſt afſurcdly, 
though | 


pm. 


md 


though perhaps thou 
didſt nor take notice of it, 
which was indeede thy 


greateſt miſery) in the| 


broad way,whercin ſo ma- 


ny walke unwiſely, to-| 


wards deſtrudtion. Or,tell 
me if thou canſt, what did 
God ſee in thee, more then 
in any other, that might 
move him tocaſt his love, 
on thee, more then on ma- 
ny an other > perhaps, ri- 
cher,or it may be more no- 
ble; or more learned , or 
more mighty,witty,ſtrong, 
or better favoured: for,doe 
but rememberthe times of 
old, andcall rominde, the 

daies and moneths, and 
yeeres, which are already 
paſſea;and rell'me in good 

earneſt, or rather tell to 


then | 


"ONT 
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{pleaſures,or of profit, or of 
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God with re joicing thank- 


fulneſfe ; waſt thou not as 
ignorant, as the moſt igno- 
rant,til he inſtructed thee? 
as blinde as the blindeſt, 
till hee enlightened thee ? 
as difſolute, perhaps, and- 


till God himſelfe tooke in 
hand to order and reclatme 
thee ? ſay man, waſt thou 
not OBCe a Saul, till God 
trooke thee down,to make 
thee turne to him that 


come 4 Panl> walt thou 
not, perhaps, a lover of 


praiſes, more then of God? 
ot waſt thou not once per- 
haps a contemner of the 


diforderly, as the moſt of | 
thy ſtate and ſtanding , ] 


ſmote thee, and ſo tobe-| 


holy Word. and worſhtp 


5 wenn a —_ 


of” 
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T he ftratt gate, 


at the 44 
In Oxford. 
en Neh. 

| 120223, 


| 


, of God, a blaſphemer, and 
tearer 1N pieces with thy 
tongue, fer on fire by hell, 


name of God > or a pro 
phaner, (contrary to Gods 
morall preceprt ſti] in pow- 
er,) of the holy Sabbath of 


ly ſpake hee, that ſpake 
worthily, ina great aſſem- 
bly,and fincc hath written 
it: that Where the Sabbath 


is not ſanttified, there ts ney-| 


ther ſound Religion, nor « 
Chriftian conuerſation to be- 
expected.) Or for the ſc- 


of the ſacred" and hoty| 


God > (of which, how tru-| 


cond Table; waſt thou not, | 


perhaps , rebellious in 
times paſt,& diſobedient, 
if not an heart-breaking 


to thy tender parents ? of 
it may be a ſcorner and de- 
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rider. 
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and narrow way. 


rider of Gods Miniſters , 
orhaſt thou not beene (to 
haſten in the reſt) of a ma- 
licious, revengefull, ſtout, 
and perhaps ſtabbing ſto- 
macke 2 ornort, itmay be, 
ofa filthy,and uncleane, a 
drunken & defiled conuer- 


Qftion ; or hath not thy 


heart and hand dealt un- 
juſtly, and even theeviſhly 


with others > or perhaps, | 
which was a greater fault, 
with thy parent ? or thy| 


Maſter?or thy dead friend, 
that left thee his Execu- 
tor> or any elſe who tru- 
ted thee ? if not (by thy 
rotous and walſtfull ſpen- 


ding alſo)happly with thy 


ſelfe? or what finally, canſt 
thou not remember the 


—O—O—— ———  — 


D— - 
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| 


time, when (alas, ) thou 


madeſt 


— 
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Rev.22+ 15 


& 21.5, 


. madeſt no conſcience at 


all, for either thine owne| 
commodity , ior others| 
ſinnefull profit , (which 
ſeldome proſpers) to {et 
thy tongue tel] many 
lie, ifnot ſometimes con- 
firmed with verie oaths, 
not fearing that dreadful 
doome of erxluſjon , ani 


| eafting into the Lake , de- 


nounced againſt all that 
love,or make lies? Ina word, 
(to leave: every one T0 exa- 
mine themſelves in what 
maner)doſt thou not think 
that there be many tn hell, 
now damned, and fo ſhall 


committed ſo many feare- 


evcras thou haſt done» 


And, if thus happly 
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be for ever, that never 6 
[tl 


full ſinnes, of whar ſort ſo- | f 
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ar upon inquiry, thou canſt 
neffl inde thy former eſtate to 
re have beene, before God 
&< (by bis Word and Spirit 
et pulled thee cur of the 
all fire; how there was 1n 
n-| thee at all, no manner of 
s; {found goodneſſe, no Jove 
munto Gods Word , nor 
| reverence of his Name, 
el nor conſcience of his Sab- 
at} baths, nor care to keepe 
d, Many of his righteous lawes: 
a-Oh then, urge I this to 
at (drive thee to deſpaire > 
ko, deare Chriſtian, but 
I, ſto make thee rather to 
11 © fta11d aftoniſhed, with 
er} tharketall admiration, at 
-|ſ{ the rich, gracious , and 
> ||| free mercy of thy God; 

[who ( as hce told cMo-| 
ks,) ſhewine mercy, and. 


having | 


”! 


f 


i 


2 
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T he ftrait gate, 


1 $6 


| Mart, 1191 Go 


; 


| Luk.12,33 


having compaſsion on whom jy 
will. hath of his ownc good 
pleaſure , without farther 
reaſon that can be given, 
reſerved thee for grace, 
marking thee as with his 
owne ſheepe-brand,for one 
of his little flocke ; why 
though ſmall, yet need not 
to feare, ſince his pleaſarei 
(as Chriſt himſelfe hath 
promiſed) to give them ih 
Kingdome. 


Fi 


, ſ 
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Foure ſpectall notes for the 
triall of our rieht in that 


eflate. | 


N the ſoundneſſe of this 
rejoycing joy, that they 
may be the more confir- 
med, if any ſhall defire to 
have thoſe notes or markes 


aſigned , whereby they 
may.come to know them- | 


ſelves,: tobe undoubtedly 


of that leſſer flocke : be- 
hold, for triall, fore onely 


amongſt many, as I con- 
ceive, moſt eſpeciall ones ; 


which | 


—_— — 
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p 4 Cor, Fo 
17. 
1 Cor 6.11 
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mend unro our uſe. 


| can finde inus zew, that 15 


| found, where the heartre- 


| Chriſt, who ſhall be aved, 


> <—-— 


which therfore I wil make 
choice of, briefely to com- 


_ The F7#ft, whereof i 
this, !to ſee whether wee 


renewed, hearts: not new 
rongues only to ſpeake,norf}, 
new faces.onely to looke, 
nor new hands onely to 
worke, otherwiſe then be- 
fore ; (forall theſe,though 
good fignes of the tenew- 
ing of the heart, yet mey be 


maineth old, in very Hy- 
pocrites) butnew hcarts,ſ 
which are never found but 
11 new converted Crhi/tians 
whoſe ſinnes are waſhed af 


way, by the blood &d 


For ſo in the new cove- 
| nant] 


—_—. 


mS—_r o\ — 


and narrow wa. 


nant, Ezeb.36. on whom 
God promiſeth to powre 
-. {clan water , that they 
 PFmay be cleanſed from fin, 
$1mill powre cleane water upon 
jou, 4nd yee ſhall be cleane : to 
VIthem doth he promiſe alfo 
arg: new heart and fpirit,thar 
Ke, they may bee wholly re- 
Anewed with grace; 4 mew 

hart al's will I exve 10u, and 

anew ſpirit will 1 put within 
-W-$4s; and what a new heart 
'deſſhec meaneth, hee openeth 
Te-Ffarther in the words fol- 
1y- lowing, 7will takeaway the 
TU Bon heart out of 10ur- bid) 
but ;) the ſtony hardneſſe 
which was in your hbcart 
} a- before , and I will arveyou a! 

OB; of fleſh;he meancth not 
ed. fſh{y but a fleſky,that is,a 


Ve- Foit and tender heart; to 


| 


| 


verſe 25. 


| 
| 


verſe 26, 


Vou car- 


tale ed 
carne 
:@r, 


F . tremble? 
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Verſe 9, 


gn ines POURS. A oe OC ct 


\ tremble at Gods judge. 
ments,and believe his pro- 
miſes, and obey his Co 
mandements, ſo as beforeſſ/: 
ma did not. Indced ſo.t 
fhall be, when one is true-ſ 
ly converted unto God, heſ/ { 
ſhall inde in him for ſpiri 
tuall matters, what 1n re- 'f 
ard of managing civillaf.ſ « 
Fires, is ſaid, 1 Sam. 10 { 
that God gave Saul, when a 
he was turned from Samull © 

even another heart : Surely. 
another mind,another will 4 

otherwiſe diſpoſed affeiJ 1 
' ons, then before. That 0 
what before hee liked and] 0 
| loved, thoſe exerciſes, tha F 
| company , thoſe courſes te 
ſinfull, wicked, andpro (ſt 
| phane,thoſc now contrarl hi 
lv, hee findeth his ſoule | 91 
abbol 


w 


ids. th . —_— 


7 | and narrow way, 


* abhor and loath:andon the 
| other fide, what beforc hee 
mM | cared not for, he could not 
rej) abide, he eſteemed not of; 
\it}| thatnow, thoſe excrciſes, 
1c-0 that company, thoſe cour- 
þefſ] ſes, Gods Word and Sab- 
it baths, and *M1niſters, and 
re- people, and theirholy pra- 
af. tices, be they wherein his 
100 foule and ſpirit, chiefely 
henfſ) deltghreth. And whoſoe- 
wel ever can find thus 1n him 4 
elyÞ 2 or an other heart, it is as 
vill] Gods privy ſeale ſer upcn 
ail his foule, that his foule is 
"hat | one of theſe few, that ſhall 
and] de ſaved. Of which ſeale, 
tha when D.viaby his falland 
ſes tolly,had even defaced the 
pro | tampe, hee praied fo, to 
rar! | have it againrenewed up- 


"=— cow, 


hol 


let on him, in that Pſal.s5 1. 10; | 


- — w_— 
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x 
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Create in mee © God, a clean 
heart, and renew within mee a| 
rizht, or ſerled ſþirit. Sois 
this the fir ft, and evermore 
a ſure note of ſalvation, , 
new. heart. 

Butfarther, for a jecond, 
let us obſerve whether wee 
keepearight, azola4remem- 
brance*: I meane, remem- 
brance of what hath paſſed 
of old, our former waies 
and workes that were not 
g00d; how?but with a kind 

Roms.2r. | Of ſhame & deteſtation of 
| them, and even judging 
of our own felves for them, 
as worthy of wrath. For {6 
is this given for a note of 

a right in Chriſt to life, 
ro judge our - ſelves in 
| our {elves deſcrving death; 

as 1n Ezef.36. 31, Then, 
whe 
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when(as before) God bath | 


, 


y 
+ 


Verſe 10+ 


} 


| Zach. $its | 


powred clcane water on 
BY [them,and given them new 
" | Icarts,ſhal zu remember your | 
IN jowne wicked waies and your | 
| aceds that were not good : aud 
a, ſhall indge yuur ſelves worthy 
CN | ro have been deflroied for your 
Pl | iniquities and abominations. 
Tf Til when, that men come 
ea [to ſee & judge themſelves 
worthy to bee deſtroied, 
"WIE | they can never come toal- 
00 [france that in Chriſt Ie- 
of ſas, they ſhall be ſaved. {| 
me For, firſt, as 1n Zach. 12. 
"of they muſt weepeiover Chriſt, | 
Ks whom they have pier-ced; ere 
| they may hope to finde, | 
"| | what is after promiſed, the 
» fountaine opened , by whole | 
UN | waters they may be clean- | 
_s "Mſ \{ed. And therefore prayed-| 
n=] F 3 hae 
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T he ſtrait gate, 


| 


- | mEbrance wil be a meanes 
to breake our hearts and to| 


| holy David, Pal. 51. Have 
' mercy O God on mee, aficr thy 


| loving kindneſſe, &c. for in 


7 Vere3.1 know mine iniquities, 


; and my fins, that 1s, the bir- 
| ter remembrance thereof, 


| & ever before me. SO mult we 
with humbled hearts re-| 


member our former ſinnes, 
| if wee would have God to 
| _ them ; ſince this re- 


| keepe us, as itdid S, Payl, 
{till humble, and fo capable 
of faving grace. This there- 
fore Is a ſecond note, ' 


as it were Gods broad feale 
ſet upon us, that others al- 
ſo may ſce and perceive 


| who thall be ſaved > Then 


J 


that wee are his ſervants, | 


But thirdly will we have | 


CC x 


ſee, | 


) on ———_————w—_a—_ _ — 


- 
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ſce, as vvhat preſent care | Plal.ror.2. 
wee have for reformation of | 519-5900. 
'our owne lives : fo what 
zeale withall, rotnrne and 
draw others untoGo4J,who, 
as our ſelves of old, or per- 
haps with us, have gone a- 
ſtray. For ſo 11 EFech. 18. 
30.recturne, viz. your ſelves; | 
but 15 that enough>No,bur 


the former) and cauſe others 
to twrne away from all your 
tranſpreſs;ons: wherein they | 
joyned, perhaps formerly | 
with you, & you with the, | 
each provoking th'other , : 
and ſo iniquity ſhall not be your 
d:flruition. ' In which re- 


(which will follow UPON |. j 


card, lctus think it ſaid to 
every one of us, what was 
once t0leremy /er.15-19. If 
thou reterne, the 1 will 1 bring 
Bm F 4 thee 
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\ 2hee againe,aud thou ſhalt ſtand 
before me : andif thou take a- 
way the precious from the wile, 
that is, ſecke to winne the 
good from the bad,rhoujhalt 
bee according to my Word , 
wherupon alſo, let us mark 
the counſell following, let 
' ther returne to thee, that is, 
; ſeeke, it thoucan{t, by all 
| meanes to wit them unto 
God, (for this is a property 
ever of one truly penitent, 
what David therefore pro- 
| mifed in Pſ7.51.,when once 
; Eimſelfe was reconciled 
| Unto God, and which was 
| by our bleſſed Saviour in- 
| joyned Pete?,) but howſoc- 
' ver, ifthou canſt nor, yet 


| this beware of, doe oz thou 
' returzc io them co become as 
4 former times,perchancc; 


% 


d 


— 


[forthem,and this alſo ſhall 
be as that marke of life in 


marke, Zeale to turne other | 
{inners unto God, as our | 
ſelves are turned. 


'wards ſuch as are tlic heyrs | 
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and narrow way. 
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acompanion in evill. No,. 
but if wee cannot amend 
them, rather let us mourne 


Fz:k.ſetupon us,that when 
allelſe ſhall be deſtroyed, 
our ſoules ſhall be ſpared. 
This therefore is a third 


Fourthly,and finally, we 
may conſider how we ſtand. 


towards God,by obferving 
what /ove we bear unto the 


Saints of God: our love to- 


of Heaven , being thar' 
which may affoord vs ſare | 
hope of heaven, Wirnefle , 
Tel of S.lohn, 1 Hh.3. 14+ | 
We know that we are tranſlated | 


F 5 from | 


Ezok.9 4. 
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| 1 leh. 5,1, 
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\ from death to life, becauſe wee 
love the brethren , that 1s; 
Gods children anew be- 
gotten of him,as our ſelves, 
toa lively hope. For vvhy > 
this love to them, vvhoare 
brethren, 1t 1s that, vvhich 
aan onely prove true, our 
| love to God our father ; by 
| the fame Apoſtles rule,elf- 
vvhere delivered, (vvhich 
holdeth alſo, being inver- 
red)every oxe that lowveth him 
hich begat,, loveth him alſo 
which is begotten of him Now 


becauſe he loved as firſt; of 
| whom ifonce we beleeved, 
1s as certaine, vve ſhall be 
ſaved by h's grace; fince 
| his love 1s, as 11 leremy hee 
fpcaketh , an everlaſting 
| fove ; making bhimto love, 


| 


] 


if vve love God, it is ſurely, | 
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whom | 
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| N Ow by theſe foremen-' 


[truth of the fold,and flock, | 
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vvrhom as 41s own: hee loweth, | lob-rz.r, 
wer unto the end. SO1S this Wits. 
alſoa marke of life, vvith | 7 00 
David, 10 delizht in, and love | 
| 
j 


the Saints. 
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No diſheartening to fuck from 
the worlds maltguing , or | 
their old friends forſakint es 1. 


4 
1 


: 


tioned markes not to : 
reckon any. moe) {hall any : 
finde themfelves io be 1n ' 


though. little, of leſt: 
Chriſt ; howſocver ir can- 
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ſhouldhatethem. and the 
greater multitudes ma- 


| not be, but that the world | 
! 


' Oh yer, ſince Chriſt leſus 


| the world diſcourage the, 


; rather Jet this inſtruction] 
touching the few that ſhall] 


j be faved, ſerve,as for com-| 


| fort; ſo (which was the 
laſt branch of this. uſe) to 


; yeeld enconragemert : that| 
 herear they be nor diſmai-|| 
 ed.,iftherabble,which be-|ſ 
fore did feeme to fawnefÞo 
{upon ,. and follow them,| 


| whiles they followed ſin, 


' donow forſake and.frowne,| 


| 2us and mad againſt them, 
| Vhar 
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ligne and {tomacke them | 
| bath fore-told heereof, and| 


bidden us »ot 76 marvaile;| 
ler not this hard uſage of| 


| 07 , perhaps, grow furi-| 


| 
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and narrow way « 


that tale of the yong man, 


Jand his old acquaintance 
(which Sane Ambroſe men- 
Ftioneth)an old friendſhake 


hands quite, and bid fare- 


ſwell toal their fellowſhip 
Whereinfaith S.Peter, it ſee- 
Wrcth 10 them ſtrange, that yee 
upne not with them into the | 


ame exceſſe of riot.z and there- 


ore ſpeake they evill of you, 


FÞbutwho ſhall be the worſe 
Wor it, but themſelves? For : 
Wo he addeth; Who ſhall give 


2 acconnt, to him that is rea- 


bj to indge quicke and dead. 
Wherefore, farre bee 
bis from diſcouraging 


friends 


What marvell > for it is. 
[not enough to make them. 
grow evenmad,and beſides. 
themſelves, to fee {as 1n. 


{ine hart, that thine old. | 


Sedego wer 
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Heb. 12.1. 
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ſetteſt-thy ſelfe after that 


The ſtrait cate, | 


'friends and companions 
| | 
do forſake thee, when thou 


which 1s good, For why>it 
1s , becauſe thou firit haſt 
leftthe world, that thou' 
maiſt winne one worth ten 
thouſand worlds, even 


«| 


Chriſt Ieſus ro be thy. 


followeſt as thy guid, thou 
needeſt not to complaine 
for want of company, 
though thou ſhouldeſit tra-' 
vell ſolitary, and all alone. 
towards heaven 11 an un-/ 
troden path, Howbett it: 
itbe in good carneſt thou 
wilt follow Chriſt, thou; 
ſhalr not walke alone in 


I" 


_— — — ” —_ 


friend ; whom whilſt thou |Þ 


| 
| 
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fome,though not the moſt, 


yet by farre the beſt com- 


panions; that will foote it 


with thee. Ina vvord, if 
thou wilt be a Saint of 


God,a godly Chriſtian, la- 
bouring to leade an holy 
and blameleſſe life , ftrt- 
ving againſt {inne:afſured- 
ly all the Saints of God 
will love and reckon of 
thee, (as in the Pſalme 1 
is noted to bee both their 


practiſe and their proper-| 
tie ; rejoycing 1n their 


hearts to doe thee good ; 
yeathey on earth vvil give 
thankes te God for thee, 
who ſhall come to heare 
of thy change,though they 
never ſavy thee. 

Beſides vvhich toy on 
earth, concetve thou maiſt 


from 
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Gal1,22, 


pre 


T he ſtrait gate 
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Luke 15+ 


| VEr.24» 30» 


| Luc, 19-6. 
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be in heaven, not onely a- 
monegſt the Angels, to ſee 
the loſt ſheepe found 4gaine : 


alſo, who, hovvſoever 


ſeeme to ſtomacke 1t, hath 
both robe, and ring, vvith 


to recerve and entertaine 
thee his ſoxne, who waf? dead, 

but art alive againe, and be- 
ing ſo once revived, ſhalt 
live for ever. So,that novy 

vyhat remaineth, to make 
up this feaſt of joy,bur that 
thou alſo rejoyce as did Z-| 
cheusto receive thy Savi- 
our : yea that already 
thou haſt recerved him 1n-| 


to thine heart, by faith, 
a 


—_ 


—_ 


4 
nn 


I —— 


from thoſe Parables- in S. 
£uke, vvbat joy alſo vvill] 


 burvyith God thy father | 


thine elder brother may 


a kiſle and the fatted calfe; 


h. 
nd| | 


B/a unto you, will ſceke 10 enter 
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yovved obedience,vyhere- 
inthy purpoſe is to perſe- 
vere vvith patience, he gi 
ving thee ſtrength to vvalk 


(inthe narrovy vvay,, vvho 


hath vouchſafed thee 
grace to enter in at that 
trait gate; Vhereat for 


vant of ſtriving, whiles ſo | 


many ſticke, vve may con- 
ceive the reaſon , vvhy fo 
fevy are tobe ſaved: plain- 


and true repentance , and[ 


ly yeelded by our Saviour 
in this holy Exhortation, 


farther therefore to bee 0- 
pened : Strive fo enter in at 
the traite gate : for many, 1 


is. 


ingnd ſhall not be able. 
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Cnary. XII. Fil 
la 

T he ſecond maine pint in on fine 
S aviours anſwere chiefly in-We, 
tended, and at the fill ex-ror 
preſſed : that 1. it is uo eaſtÞOr 
matter to attaine ſalvati-Yig 
_—_ nt 

: av 

Itherto of that whichf;e 

15 implied in our Sa-fhj 
viours anſwer, viz. his e-fhic 
ſolving the queſtion rou-Kfiy; 
ching the number ; now ofhor 
that which is expreſſedſe, 
and mainly intended cot-th, 
Ccerning the m.mer of attalFh 
ning ſalvation, laid downer 
by way of connſel{, vvithaſll 
reaſon annexed,urawn fromho 
the danger ofſuch as ſhallſþf 


. : nee” 


a: pour narrow Way. 


negle& i It. 
The meaning whereof 
fivill be moſt evident and 
Þlaine, if we ſhall but re- 
Mw Fnember how elſe-where 
m-Weaven 1s ſet forth (for our 
'x-Fonceiving)as a Kinzdome:. 
ie Or,as in Saint 7ohn, 4 glo- Marr 5.34 
ir Frous City ; inro vvhich to Reue-21.2- 
ner-, is all one as tobe, 
ſed. Forhereupon may , 
9 Ws {tretght conceive .hovy 
4Fhis reply vas by our Sa-| 
C-Siour in moſt admirable 
u-Fviſedome fitted , as fur; 
'of orrection to him that mo- 
cled the queſtion touching 
-Shenumber, vvhether fevv 
U-Yhould be ſaved : ſo for in- 
ngiruction vvithall, unto us 
14K! about the manner, ' 
MMovy vve might come to be 
ul {that number. As if itt. 
5 more | 


116 T he ftrait gate, 


: more words he had anſwe-ſf ! 
T red him, (right as ro Saint 'D 
1Y Toh 3.32.| Peter, in the caſe alſo be. / 
—_— | fore mentioned, not much 'f 
unlike tothis; ) Whar is 
that to thee > or indeedeſ ? 
© toany preſent, whether 1 
« few or many ſhall beſa-ſ] * 
« ved > whoſe care ſhould 
<< berather, and would be 
<« evenof youll, were yol 
Wi -j-- © truely wiſe , toſeeke ty 
1 « finde your ſelves, among L 
| <*the number that ſhall. 
|< bee ſaved. In whidf ! 
<« weightieſt buſines,' that 
«you may not decent 
« yourſelves, as many do 
«very foully, whiles they 
<< imagine it a matter of 
** nogreat labour ; but ob- 
<< vious and very eafic, to 
<attaine ſalvation : Let| 
i my 


—— 
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and narrow way. 


Os 92s... 
© my counſell be accepta- 
'bleunto you, which if! 
«you entertaine, will af-: 
oF ſuredly proove moſt pro- 
© fitable : Steve ye, 1 ſay 
def not that you ſhould one- 
*]y wiſh,or barely eriquire 
' after, and ſecke ; bur 
* ſtrive,as thoſe thatproue 
'maſteries, or who thruſt 
'againfſt a dore with an 
(earneſt violence, 79 enter 

'jz: I meane,where onely | 
all ff 15 ſalvation to be found, | 
{into the holy City; the | 
new Ieruſalem, Heavens 

*Kingdome, To gaine cn- 

dof France wherinto, thar ye 
ey] may not marvalle, why I 

' ſhould counſell you to 

'uſe ſuch violence: I adde 

'for your dire&ion(which 

may withal yeeld the rea- | 
fon | 


_ 
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The ſtrait gate, 


EG 
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[** that my counſell) that 


|*one, letting into life 
«your ſelves may conceiy 


© der in good earneſt the: 


« ſon of the neceſlitie «ſc 
(C 
'<muſtbe, ifatall, as tþ 
*© frait gate. Which de 
© cauſeit is but one, and 
« that a ſtrait and narroy 


*© 00d reaſon of mine ad 
*yice,for ſetting theſhoul 


« unto, .and ſtriving with 
<« cagercarneſtneſle to get 
&« thorough. To ſtirre you 
© up the more wherto, this 

*<letme bee bold to tell 
*you,and take it you maj 
«< upon my word ; for, ſa 
** #4#10 you, who ſpeake n0t 
*©to deceive you ; that 
*© Many ſhall ſeck to enter in, 
<« if only that would ſerve: 
«who yet becauſe rhey doe 


| 110k 
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| | and narrow way. 


II9 


«nor ſtrive , as I do coun- 
«&ſe]l you, ſhall nos be able. 
From which counſell of 
our Saviour, thus plainely 
unwrapped, (to reſerve the 


onelyinthe application to 
be urged ) .the generall 

note of 1inſtruction,where- | 

with we will content our} 
elves, as by our Saviour 
mainly aimed at, is this, 
moſt worthy by us to- bee 
Iremembred, that namely, ! 
IDE 1; 7s no eaſie matter , but | 
tel affcult, and of great labour, | 
NA) enter into life eternall. For ; 
'[4Ethereto this our Saviours 
nEcounſell tendeth, in love 
at unto our ſoules, to adviſe 
7 Mus to ſtrive as Y/reſtler:, 
'Ve:Ytrom whoſe violence (as 
doNbefore was noted) -the 


| 


reaſon, brought to preſle it | 


ri0t 


xCor 9.25, 


word | £y@viCepuas 
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The ſtrait gatc 


| word 1s borrovved, vvith 
an eager carneftneiſe, that 


on required, is implicdin 


ching the condition of the 
entrance or gate aſſigned, 
becauſe(vvhichis the maine 
reaſon, for confirmatiqnof 
the dodtrine thence cglle 
ed,and vvhich in v1 


of our bleſſed Sauiour ex- 
preſſed more fully;rhe gat 


ts ſtrait for entrance; and tht 


therefore but few. that find: 
it, And yer fevver that 


they ſtrive not. 


C H AP, 


vve may enter in. The ne- 
ceſſity of vvhich contenti. 


the diretion given , tou: 


way for the walking ,vvhenſ 
once vve be entred, narroſ 
that'leadeth wnto life ; and. 


paſſe through ir , becaufſ 
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and narrow wav. 
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CHAP, XELE 


with the reſolving of a 
adouvt how Chriſt beige thi 


to bee fixailee 


TOw for farther dire- 
Ct10n if it bee deman- 
* what this ſtrait gatc 
;, through which alone 


«| 
fc may hope by ſtriving 
l 0enter heaven:let us con- 


ider how in eMatthew, 
where by our Saviour it 


; $nored forth unto us ,that 
emay* come To kuow ir, 
as by the property, that it 
5a trazt gate , anarrow on 

ca-? 
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$alſotearmed a way:) It| 


Yrh: eu of that atfficaltie, | 
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| gate and way, can be ſud, 
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Verſe 13, 
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leadins tolife: loalſo by the 
|  adiundt of company there. 
in travailing, bur few tha 
| findeit, W hich farther we 
may marke , how it 1sſet 
forth there "and illuſtrated 
by the oppoſite, in like 
manner alſo deſcribed, 
firſt by the condition for 
| 1 is thewiac gate , and bend 
way leading to deſtruetion; 

andrthen by the company 
FORE: whole multitudes thi 
'g0c in at it. That who { 
have any cycs to ſee and 
dif {cerne., betweene {iralt 
ind wide , or broad and 

| narrow ; betweene a great 

 roade w ay and wide Tate 
where through man] 
paſſe 1n troupes, and a lit 
tle narrow wicket, all 
winding foot path ,wicre 


| 
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and narrow way, 


inbut few doe walke. may | 
caſily more then geſle, 
which is the gate and way | 


of life rhat bgingeth ro | 


heaven , No doubt, the. 
way toclimbe up thathill 


mentionerth and calleth 
hily, as therefore alſo muſt 
needs bee the way unto it, | 
wil appeare to be like that 
by which /-nathaz and bis | 
Armour-bearer . wetit-up | 


| apem their hands and} Rettbe-| 
myeexe 1190 tha YD? YO: £554 WAY 1 


. A, . « 
that few ,, in comparifon, 
T1iathin and bis Armounr- 
bearer, two of -af- a3-} 


mie, arcotther ſo. wile as | | 


tro finde, or fo valorons | 
and induſtrions, a5 Fo VCa-"; 
ture up. | 

Touching whic': wa or} 
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Verſe x8. 
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Reu.z 1412 


' the earth, a path and pal- 


hath borne w:itnes of bim- 


gate,a doubt here may be 
moved :; how 1t can bee ve- 
rifed tobe ftrart and nar- 
row ; ſince Criſt Ictus 


{cife.thathe 1s the dore. ol. 
10. &hedhe way, the ira! 
and life , that is, the onely 
way,by truth, leading unt; 
life,1o/.14- who cannot be 
ſaid to be a ſtrait gate, ora 
narrow way, now efpccla!- 
ly, fince by his commin»y 
and ſuftering 1n the fleſi:. 
the partition wall ts bro; 
Gownt, and an entrance mad: 
thorough him urto the Fu 
iber.euen for n; Gentiles al- 
{o, who were once farre iff 
That from every quatter of | 


ſage is opened to heaven; 
yea as Joby {aw in his vil-, 
On, | 


aw ron, ew ow, * —— rouge wo Inn gee ooo <0. 


with their palmes ſtandin g be- 


what may ſceme to be ga- 
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jon, not one but - twelve 


gates, threeon every ſide, of | 
the holy City the new Teruſa- 

lem ; alwayes ſtanding open to 

receive the glory and honour of 
the Gentiles brought thereto : 
cven zhe many mentioned 
in Matthew , to come from 


ſo many thouſand ſealed 
lewes ) that innumerable 
multitade , which Rev. 7.| 
Tlohn [aw in their robes, and 


fore the throne, By all which 


thered > but that, whether 
we refpect the condition of 
the way, or Company ; the 
gate, or goers in: the path, 
or paſſengers : the gate 


Eaft az.) Weſt : and (beſides | 


and way tolife 15nort ſtrait | 
and narrow , nor yet one- 
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ver'e 25+ 
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T he ſtrait 2ate, 
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ly one; but rather that 


and they alwaies wide and 
open, forall, or ſure for 
many to enter 1n, 

| Howbeit forall this, or 
whatſocver more can bee 
urged, whathere, and in 
Matthew, our Saviour hath 
ayouched , that ſtill muſt 
wee cleave unto, as the 


| 


very truth : that certaine - 
ly, this gaze and way lea- 
ding tolife,is/?rai# and nar- 
row 2: and which therefore 
but few doe finde. For 


objection rouching the 


| Company, hath alreadybin 
11, the explication of the| 


former doctrine , out of 


|: Saint Auguſtine at full re- 


folved: how namely thoſe 


,—  OCI_ 


_ Es —c}J. 
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heaven hath many gates, | 


why? as that part of the| 


| | that! 
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that enter heaven, though 
they bee many in them- 
ſelves, are yet incompatri- = 
{on with the farre greater! | 

number who periſh, tobee 
reckoned and acconnted, | 
[as tne wheat cornes in| | 
compariſon with the chat, | 

| buta few, as it were an | 
handinllor a gleaning at- | 
ter harveſt, a ſmall rem- | 
nant, and little flock ; that 4 
| WC necd not to ſpeake far- I 
ther in thatbchalfe : to al- i 
ſo, for the other part of 

the doubr, touching the | 
condition of the gate or 

way, (toreſolve thar alſo, 
tor the opening and full 

clearing of the point)rhus - | 
firſt as a moſt comfortable Þ 
truth wee gladly grant, 
that Chriſt Ieſus our bleſ 
| G + ed | 
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T be ſtrait gate, J 


Gen,ad.12 


| ſed Lord and Saviour, 1s 
| (as himſelfe hath witneſ- 

ſed of himſelte) the onely 
dore and way to life, and in- 
deed that true a ladder, 
which alone givethpaſlage 
from earth to heaven. For 

neither is there [aluvationin a- 
ny other , there being among 
men, none other name £1Ven 
unaer heaven , whereby wee 


| muſt be ſrveh CAC. 4» 12. 
conceruing whom, how ſo- | 


ever conſidering him 1 


rich grace of the Goſpel], 


he 1s offered unto all, wee 


' cannot ſay, that hee 1s ey- 


|rher Qrait or narrow : but 


' faire rathcr and goodly, 
| broad and ſpacious :a gate, 


2 that of the Temple, 


which (tor the magoel- 


me Pra—_— 


bimſelfe, and foas in the 


ana narrow Way. 
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cence and ſtatelineſle of 
it) was tearmed beantifall : 
and a way,like that which 
in Nam. 20. 1s called rhe 
Kines hizh way ; thorough 
which as by the true and ti- 
ving way, Heb. 10. the 
whole hoſt and armie of 
the Church ſhall enrer 
heaven. Yet, as the Apo- 

tle telleth the Corinthi- 

ans, that they were not kept 
ſtrait in him, but were flrait- 
ned in their owne bowels. to- 

wards him.: ſo may we in 

like ſort concetve,. how. e- 

ver Ieſus Chritt this gate, 


i. 4 


hee bee not by God. made 


and way of [ife,,. though 


trait, yetis made f(tratt to- 
moſt, by their owne"cor- 


all love to wander azd rove 
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| at large in the wayes of 
| ſinne . abhorring whatſo. 
ever reſtraineth (as- this 
A way doth) their carnalb 1:- 
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Cua?P. XIV. 


DD —— 


Fonre pathes. comprehended 
#uder Chriſt, v17, that of 
faith ,reventance obedience. 
and patience: uot ſtrait is 

F: themſelves, but jo to fleſh 

and blond. 


05 o0ce  enmcy tn wor, a4... 


|» | - 


| ; *AMQr- better underſtan- 
| £C UINT of tÞ1s p91:zt 1n 

haud, ain, 2 -MuTe evide:)!t 
exvmlicationof the parh of| 
tte, we are toknow, that 
a5 Chriſt 1scalied the Yay, | 
becaulc jÞ 


—_—_ —c —_——_—— 
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| © | becauſe he is theſubNRtance | {-J 
||| [and ſcope of Religion, | = 
$| | | wherein, as ina way, wee | 
;-| || | walke to happineſſe, ac- 
cording to that,Coloſ. 2, 6. 
| 45 ye have therefore received | 
Chriſt Tefus the Lord, ſowalke 
- [E [iz 4imz: 10 under, and with- 
'f [in the compaſſe of this 
|| way, which 1s Chrif , wee 
4} muſt conceive to bee com- 
of prehended , all thoſe ſeve- 
rall duties which being 
neceſſary unto thoſe who [2 
ol walke inthis way, are fo 
diſtaſtfull to ſo many as re- 
fuſe 1t, or have not 'yct 
n-[l| made choice thereof. A- 
in| mong/t which, the Scrip- 
:1t]]| ture pointeth our foure as 
of the chiefe, viz. Firſt Fazth | 
at | in Chriſt:and ſecondly, Re- | 
| pentance:thirdly new Obeai- t 
OBE + | 
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T he ſtrait gate, 


1 dient: and fourthly,, Pati- 
\ence, all which by God 


preſcribed, we may reckon, 
[45 gates, forentrance ; and 

paths, tor the continuance: 
whereby wee may be ſaid, 
as by Chriſt toenter, ſoin 


| alſo axto Chriſt ; who 1s not 
onely the way,but the end 
allo of the way , even hap- 
pines,and oxr life, 


| gate and way,in and by 
| Chriſt the truth Leading t0 


{ 


| fider what-Parl & Silas an- 
| {wered the Gaoler., when 
| he came trembling and fel 


\ 
k 


rhem what he muſt doe to 


| Be ſlaved?:1t.16.3 I -Belceve| 
| mi 


et did deal d Wee OO EE "I hoot Wren >. Emma 4 A 


Chriſt towalke, and that| 


For.ſo/to ſhew theſe brief-| 
ly)firit for Faith,that it 1s aſ 


' Chriſt as he i; thelife:con-| 


at their feet ,asking- off 


Wn wa. a. 


Sy onynys | F=$ +» .a t=y 
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in the Lord leſus,. and thow 
ſhalt be ſaved And for Reper- 
tazcethat it 1s no leſle,wit- 
nefſe that counſell which 
Saint Peter gave, in anſwer 


aud 1n teſtimony hereof, be 
| 
fi the name. of leſus Chrift, for 
þ the remiſs ion of ſonnes . Third- 


way (which 15 falſely ex- 


fl /ife, keep the Commandments; 


to thoſe Iewes,who,being 
pricked in their hearts, aſ-/ 
ked the like queſtion what 
they ſhould do>. 44.2438. 
Repent,or amend your lives, 


baptized every one of 588, in 
ly,for Obedrence,how truely. 
may that be ſpoken, as of a 
pounded by the Papiſts, as. 
ofa cauſe or merit) Math. 


19.17. 1f thow wilt enter into 


lince Rev. 2.2.14. Bleſſed are 


, [| 


ments, 


A... 


they, that doe his Commanae-., 
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ments, that they may havein- 
tereſt in the tree of life, . and 
may enter inthrongh the gates 
unto the Citty. Finally, for 
Patience, that by it we muſt 
neceſſarily. follow Chriſt 
in ſufferings, if wee would: 
alſobe glorified with him! 
in his kingdome, witneſſc 
what our Saviour ſpake to 
his Diſciples, Mar, 16.24: || 
If any man will come after me, | 
let him forſake himſclfe, and 
take " hi croſſe, ard follow | 
»e. And againe, that of 
Tirapoſtle, Yee havemneed of || 
patience, that after yee have 
done the will of God, yee may 
recerve the promiſe. Eh 
Concerning all which 
porches and pathes of this} 
gatc and vvay to life, how-| 
loever vvemay truly _ 

| Cer 
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betore of Chriſt himſelfe,. 
under whom they are con- 
tained, and who did pre- 
ſcribe them; that they be 
in themſelves both faire. 
and ſpacious.like Wiſdemes 
waics, all waie: of FR 
and paths of proſperity, lite to 
them that enter 1n at them, 


and making Bleficd thoſe 


[who walke in them: yet | 


may we eafily conceive, 1n 
what reſpect this gate and 
way 1s by our Saviour ter- 


med ſtrait & narrow,if we 


call romind,how Moſes ter- | 


med the Moone one of the 
geater lights, 1n regard of 


the appearance, vvhich yet | 


isnot {01n the knowledge 
ofthe learned,bur onely fo 


appeareth to us by reaſon | 


| 


Pro, 3«I7, 


of the ſmall diſtance. For | - 


right 


| 


>" 
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right ſo. doth our Saviour 
ſpeake of this-yvay, nota#c 
indced it is in the experi” 
ence of the ſpiritual travel! 
EE. | | ler,butas it ſeemeth in theſſ{ic 
= 4 | apprehenſion of the carnall 
E duggard, vvho dreameth of 
1hc 


Pro.26.13 | difhculty,if not ofa Lyop,infſ"* 
23.13 [every of theſe pathes andſ®! 
vvaies of God. ct 

10 

| ct 
uot "” —Wnc 


: Cnar XV. , ID 


1.9 

Two reaſons of that flraitneſſe hf 
VIZ. I.becauſe the: way ing 

| | butone: and 2. becauſeithe 
is, or ſeemeth ſtrait ts car-þe 
pall reaſon, and that in 4h, 


reſpects. 


T Hat we may ſee for thee 
 { © fartherconfirmartion,of Þ9 
Fn | | that 
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as hovv the difficulty of the 
11:0 vVay to heaven preſenteth 


elit ſclfe to carnal] apprehen- | 
heff ion, making ſo many to | 


iyſake theſe vvaics of life, 
and torunne headlong like 
the herd of poſſeſſe.? fine in- 
tothe deep of deſtruction ; 
et us confider how our Sa- 


our Chriſt, frf, compri- 


that that hath bin; poken, 


th them al under ove ue 
nd way of truth, leadin 


Fnany falſe gates and ways 

$f {inne rending ro death, 

nd ſecondly, calleth it, as 

Wicy account it, who refuſe 
$ enter into it, ſtrait and 

$4row... x 

For ſo, for the former of 
xe ſcle two generall reaſons, 


Wnto life, oppoſed unto the 


Mat. £2 2s 


of |Þoſt true 1t is, that the pal- ] 


ſage 
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ſage unto Heaven is buſy]: 
one, one gate to enter in ar, ſuc 
e 


| | land one vvay to vvalkeon 
in, being entred, on eitherſſjun 
| ſide vvhereof, 1s rhe broadſſpire 
vvay unto death, that ſtepſſſers 
bur out of the irair pathofFFid 
Salvation, and on whetherſſ tl 
hand ſoever the turaingſſeck 
 be,it is intothe way whichſſe 
| hath in it many by-pathes 
ofdeſtruftion, For,vvhy 
as there is.but one vvay ol 
ly tobe borne, but manyte 
die: and one way for Ar 
| Chers only to hit the white 
but many vvaies for then 
ro mille the marke; by 
ſhooting under, or over, of 
1 vvide on either hand : eve 
fo are there many vvates 
 vyherein people may go 
\ cohell. As ſome _—_ the 
IL 


_y 


— 
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| and narrow way. 


ugh way ofblockiſh igno-, 
r, ſcce : and others,through | 
onflic puddle of fvviniſh | 
erlunkenneſle : ſome.,in the. 
adfflicc of uncleaneſſe: and o- j 
epſſþers, upon the ridge of 
 offide and haughtineſle : or 
erſÞ the crooked winding | 
noffck of covetouſneſle : or | 
chic in the path, perhaps, | 
5F}at bendeth as much | 
y Fſuite the other way,of pro- | 
n-zall luxuriouſnes, Some, 
toffiles like Galzo,they care | - 
\r$no Religion:and others, 
liles they are too hot 1n | 
mifale,as Pal once was, by 
by owne confeſſion, aftera | 
ofile Religion, Vhen as; 
enÞ,to bring to heaven onely 
We gate and path (vvhich 
erefore ſo few doe paſſe 
hQrough) by the truth of 
 "M faith, 


— 
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The ftrait gate, 
faith, and ſoundneſle of ll 
pentance, aud {incereende{] 
vour of holy obedience, togÞur 
ther vvith conſtant anÞ5? 
cheerefull parzence ; vvher$0 
in ſuch as will have peaſſic 
on them,as rhe rſrael of Gd. 
muſt enter, and being ai; 
_ | tred,muſt walke, as the; 
Gal.6.16-| noſtle wiſheth them, as 
To wap | were by alizeorrule,vvit 
 outdeclining. 

But to paſle briefly fro 
this, to the ſecond reaſo 
(fince the eonfiderati 
thereof, wil make both th 
former reaſon', and tl 
whole concluſion yet mo 
cleare) as this gate & wil 
is onely one : ſoſhallngf® 
finde that it is, or at leaff 
feemeth to moſt tobe, nF') 
for any fault in ir,but one 
thorup 


i... 


— 


and narrow way. 


rough the ſinfull folly of 
ch and blood, both az: 
id 7arrow , and that in 
Surereſpedts, viz. firſt, in 
ward of the f.:d'ng ; and 
condly,vf the cz 1714g:and 
idly, of the proceed.ug : 
Kd tourthly,vf the per ewe- 
Jr; therein uluto the end, 


— FECEIGENENT 
I Car LVL 


letwo firſt reſpects, viz, in 
regard of the finding zand in 
regard of the entrine. 


—— VP Be 


| O open theſe in order; 
for the f-/},moſt true it | 
$:bat the gate and way to | 

aven, which is but one, 
{uh ever in all ages beene | 
ry hard to finde, becauſe 
un- 
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| AR&.16.31; 


AR.2.38, 


Margg.17 


Rev.23. 14 


unknowne and hidden iff 
fleſh and blood. Howb 
this hath not been becauſhy 
it hath not by God inhſhl 
Vord of truth been reveſti 
led, butindeede, becauſſir 
fleſh and blood 1s by fic 
ture blinde, and cannot (Ph; 
it. For, why > you haut 
heard. how plainely tle 
Scripture ſpeaketh of eyho 
ric of the foare paths, aſi 
porches before mentionefſear 
As of the firſt, whichd 
Faith : Beleeve in the Lificy 
Teſus, and thou ſhalt be ſav, 
And of the ſecond, Rejyed, 


tance,thus: Amend your linfiule 


and be baptized, and you [Watt 


receive remiſtion. Thirdfat \ 
of Obedience : This ave, fi life 
live, for bleſſed are they thÞd o 
keepe his Commandement | 
Fourt 


bk 


and narrow way. M3: - : 


Wourthly, of the: laft alſo: , Heb.re.36 
i: have neede of patience, that Nomes,7e | 
uſſhe 124y enoy the promiſe, All | 
bEhhich, what are they in | 
veffet , but as that voice 
wſſor direAtion promiſed .to 
 nfſicm of Sion, 7ſai. 20.21. 
ths is the way wwatke yee init. 
haÞut which voice, as there, 
Wcy onely come to heare, | 
eqgtoare truly humbled; all 
aſſeving their eares and 
nefearts naturally ſhut up, 
chÞd bardned, till by God: 
Lacy be opened, and cnlar- 
wv; and their eyes blin.' j 
Repaſed, t11 God take away the 
r lie from off their hearts, 
y hgat they can neither heare! | 
irdat word, nor ſee the way | 
-, 4lite, rhogh plainly poijn- 
e) td out, amd diſcovered. 
menr {0 doth the Apoltle | 
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the paturaill man who hathflt 


a I C07.23.14. Tha | 
in him only a living ſoule,ſſ! 


rit, doth not perceive thi 
things of the ſpirit of God" 
that is, which are 1n theſſa 


|-word by Gods fpirit plainſjal 


ly revealed : neither car hed 0} 
know then (faith ThrapoJor 
ſtle) being no more rhenfflic 
naturall, becauſe they are pi! 
ritually :5ſ.erned, that is, 
the enlightning power offſec 
the holy Ghoſt. WithougIthc 


{ which ſupernaturall lighton 


1t is not in the power of far 
and blood, as our Saviougſin: 
told Petey, to reveale untd] lou 
us ſo much as the groungtho 
of truth touching the grea 
gate and way tolife, thaf 
leſus is the Chriſt, the ſonal | 

| | til 


CY 
On I 


I” i2norant Englith Papuits | 


OO —— _ 


art narrow way. 


the UViks Goa. From whence 
therefore it-commeth, thar | 
ſo many in thejr blindnefle 
g0 aſtray; Some not know- 
$11g, or not caring to know, 
what Religion. meaneth: : 
Jand others hanging looſe, 
and halting b<rweene two 
opinions ; that ſome em- 
brace,witlovt farther con- 
lideration, that proteflion 
Jwvlich the times and ſtate 
wherein they live, may 


{ 


Clccme to favonr: orelſc ra-[roh-4.20: 
Fo 


ther, will be ofno Religi-1 
on, becauſe-they ſee ſuch 
Frartety of onions : that] 
finally ſome, oncly to fol- 
low thetr- forefathers, as 


thoſe Tdofaters in 7ercmy, | fa?» 


(whoſe ſucceiſours arc 0ur | 


at this day,much to be pit- | 
| H viel) jo 


a 
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| AG22.20, 


| {oll 6:2» 
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| ligion : or perchance goc 


tied) cleave to afalſeRe. 


tarther, as S. Par! did once 
11a blinded zeale,ro perſe. 
cite the truth of faith; like 
thoſe of whom our Saviowl 
toretold in /ohn, who killing 
of Chriſts ſervants, rhovehtÞþ;. 
they did God ſervice. Allſh.. 
which and alas, how many}. 
more, are there even a-fſ1, 
mong Chriſtians (not to 


alld 


in blindnefſe goe aſtray, 


| mention any other) that all 


| wandring as 1 the darkefþ,, 
neſſe,in the waies ofdeathff 
| not comming ſo much as 
| once to find and know, thatfh, 
| they might therear enter; 
| the gate of life; to all 
| whom therefore, no mar: 
vel ifrhegate ſeeme ſtrait, 
bocanſe not knowr.c, and 
TE! .CTL 


and narrow 4), 


© therefore ſo hard to finde. 


*F Butadde hereto, the ſ--: 


«Ed difficulty, making it 


e-Fleme ſtrait ro ſuch as find | 
KF: becauſe being found, it | 


"hs as hard to enter. Howbc- 


"$Þ, neither is this ſo much 


et; the low building, or 
AUlftrairnefſe of the Cate, 25 11 
nFcoard of the tature, or ta- 
+Picr ſtately looke of fleſh 
WEd blood, togetier with 
AllFiar luggage wherewith it 
ay, loaden ; by which it be- 
ke- meth, ſhall I ſay, like 
ts \Cammell, not poſhbly a- 
hatÞtorow -a ncedles CYC; Or 
Hater, like toan Elephant, 
; Frith a Caſtle on his back, 
Which cannot *entcr in, 


1 Shough at rhe gate .of a 
ane 


known. 


” OOO et. 


le with T6 bunch to gcc. 


alacc, In whichreſpe Rs, 
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untill there be a polling 


downe, and withall, an un- 
packing and purtine off, of 


| what may ſtop the paſſage, 


land make it to ſtick inthe 


entry, 1t is not poilible,that 
fleſh and blood ſhould en- 


; ter, and COME tOinhert (as 
| in another ſenſe Th'aps- 
ſtle ſpeaketh) the Kingdom: 
of God. 

| For, firſt, for the forme 
, of thefe twaine, the pullin 
| downe of the Jooke , hoy 
( true ſhall that of our Savi 
cur be ever found : exce) 
yee be convertcd, and bicom 
& little children, that 15 
bumble & lowly in heart 


| yee ſhall ot enter into rhe king 


dome of God > Firit,the pride 
of heart muſt be abatcd 


| 


and al! preſumptuous cot 
, . 
Celts 


Im — 
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me er rr OE Ions 
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the 
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ceits of our owne ſuffc1- 
ency pulled downe, yea, 
vile and fooliſh mutt men 
Br become in their owne e- 
the ſteeme,that (as The'apoftle 
ſpeaketh)they may be wiſe: | r Cdrgzis | 
I humbled ere they can ſo; 
much as enter this gate of 
FP life; as the Publican aud | Lucn8-r2 
ol[1o5, as the Prophet, and 


with {ight of their owne 
unrighteouſneſle, and vile- 
nefſe of their former diſo- 
bedience, and great un-, 
©Fworthinefſe. Which di-! 

jeting and humbling of | 
the ſoule, for as muchas it]. 
- Yigoeth exceedingly againſt | 
6) [the haire of proud fleſh | | 
"J|andblood, which hath na- | 
turally a ſtiffe necke, and 
Jrow ſcnews,rhat w1l neither | tfa 483.4. | 
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23 


A851; ; bend nor bow,nor willing- 


e 


O 


| ly ſtoope to be beholding | 
for ought to God , untill | 


God even beat it downe, 
and breake the heart by 
his powerfull grace; what 
maruell, if this gate ſeeme 
alltoo low, as an ordinary 
| doore 15 to a tall man, that 
will not bow to enter un- 
© * - =” 

» And for the other parti- 
cular ſecondly, that there 


| muſt be a patring by , and 
| ſhaking off alſo, of whatſo- 


ever pelfe or baggage, 
which otherwiſe with the 
bulke would ſtop up this 
paſſage: Witneſſe the A- 


_— 


- pm —— ———_— 


poſtle, who counſelling 
| hereto,doth withall tell us! 
| what this loading 15,which 
| muſt be laid aſide, Foro, 

Heh. 
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Hh.12.1 eſranc ; that hanzeth 
{ofaft on, that muſt be tha- 
jt. off: and tn Epheſ. 4..the | 
old man which 1s corrupt | , 
'with the aeceiveable Iutts ,, 
that muſt be caſt of; yea, 


th earthiy members, formica- | | 


(198 HAC leaneſſe; inordinate af | 
x cliengwill oncupiſcence;and_ 


mortified,Coloſ. 3.5 .the co- 


his ji gotten goods, rothe 


« dd : and the voluptuons 


and A home to his 


wearer, leave his helliſh 
cathes : "ang the malicious 


and both 


[covertnſelſe, they muſt be | 


| Verit x, 


| 
} 
! 


his revengefull thoughts : 
g0EC and be recon- 


FL 4 


ciled| 


vetous man mult reſtore-! 


| 


{ 


man, leave his pleafurcs, 
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rightful owners, as Zacke- 


tarher,as the Prodicall: an | Go 
|ſo mult the blaſphemous | 


1 


| 
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| cilcd to Godand man, by 
| cry1nNg Mercy, ere they can 
have entrance, Which] 


whiles ſuch , and others 


| like, ladenand ftuffed with 


ſinnes of all ſorts, refuſe, 


and cannot- enter, not 0 


the gate,as indecd through 


the corruption and impe- 
nitency of their wicked 


17ch,zr6| hearts; who being led with 


Inſt either of profit, as are 
Ccovetous ones : -or of plea- 
ſure, as voluptuous ones: 
orof credit and eſtimation, 
as all ambirious ones, wlll 
not, with the ſerpent, caſt 
theirskins, nor willingly 
{et eve from them, their be- 
loved finnes, that ſorhey 
may get within the gate. 


'h 
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they ſticke as in the doore, 


much for the ſtraitnefle of 


and narrow way 
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fn thoſe reſpets therefore 
wee ſce howthe gate ſec- 


hard 10 enter. - 
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The two later refpets, viZ.in | 


regard of the proceeding on, 
| andoſtbeper ſevering in. | 
1 


AS The gate for the en-} 


' Itrance: ſeemerth . difh- Þ. 
licultand ſtrait to fleſh and 


blood fo thirdly, 'doth the 
way ſeeme narrow ,and not 
ſo ſpacious to bee paſſed rho- 


7 , when entiance bath | 
beene made. For why ? as*| 


[| 
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meth ſtrait ro ſuch, and | 
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| 1 God Almighty appoinred 
Moſes, to ſet markes and 
bounds unto the people 
round about the mount, 
which they might not 
 paſle': ſo hath it pleaſed 
him to bound and hemme 
'in this path to life, with 
| matiy a pale on either ſide 
of both Law and Goſpell; 
 overwhich, who fo would 
walketo life,muſt not darc 
to leape,nor give liberty to| 
themſelyes.to thinke , or| 
 ſpeake, or doe, as ceither| 
they ſee others to doe, or| 
as, perhaps., 
have done 1jn formertimes;| ;| 
for why > the bounds are 
ſet which they muſt not] 
fs, as (for inſtance) nor| 
£2154 to fiwcare; orany way| 
ake in vaine Gods holy name: 


near 


themſelves | 


”— 
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tiich beaſts: nor for matters 


[with a large conſcience. 
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nor by travell, or idle ſpor-. 
ting, to prophaue his holy 
Sabbath : not tobe wrathfull 
and farious,breaking forth 
upon every light occaſion 
into bitter words: neither 
to adventure by unclean- 
neſſe, or drunkenneſfle, to 
defile themfelves like bra- 


of the world ts deale 1ninri- 
ouſly 1n gathering wealth 


All which, howſoever they 
be rife inthe examples and 
practice of worldly men, a- j 


mong whom 1hey alſo had i} cir 


tonver ſation in times paſt : | 
yet muſt they be farre 
from ſuch as will walke 
within the liſts of this | 


way of life. Vhich as it, 


is bounded by theſe, and 


other | 
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 otherthe like precepts and pu 


| y* 4 . : 
like reſtraints, howſoever 


they . feeme irkefome, TI| 


—_ G— 


prohibitions. of the Law:ſkc 
{olikewiſenolefle, by theſþo! 
 commandements of - theiſFhc 


 Goſpell;/ requiring us (foriſhnt 
inſtance) to goe out of our 


let 
ſelves for -righteouſneſſe, ſhe 
that we may be found inChriſt:\ec 
and-to reſt on-Gods mer-|ſſet 
cles, apprehended by faith on 
ly,and not by fenſe: enjoy-|| 
n17g us 70 love our brethren 
as Chriſt hath loved ns, and 
finally,zo dezy our ſebves, and 
with patienec,to take wp our 
croſſe: Allwhich;and the] 


gjar't,. ana grievous - £0 
fleflrand bjood;- infomnch 
that carnal]-men conceit 


| £:047, libcrty, and ve even 


hovy they : ſhould: looſe 
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and narrow ways . 


Hut - in priſon; if they- 
ſhould keepe within theſe 
bounds, which maketh: 


nthis way, if notto won- 
hey- cenceive-, vvhich! 


et is this alſo, from their: 
» |roneous conceit 8 foule. 
y-|ſpiſtakerather then fr5 any- 


d}ay,as the godly kiowbeſt! 


2r| ie very rejoycing of their: 
I} les ;C hriſts yoke tO them- 
0] flrengthened by grace,be-: 
bj pg. as-himſelfe: tearmed- 
tun eafic yohe-, and hiscoms 
nndements,. as 10.S..t0hn, 

t onrdenons. Nay, vvher- 


hem to refuſe-towalkeon! 
ler at their madnefſe, as:,. 


reeld ſo tobe reſtraincd * | 


en\Þnpleafing ſtraitnes of the-|- 


| (ho once being Drought | 
w\Þowailkon inthis path,ud-|. 
e/Fttobe moſt pleaiant, and-| 


[ 


' ($8carna!] wworidlings ac-| 


Mar.! 1.20, 
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Amos. $: F® 


Exod.3 236. 


| Nek.13.5 | Þ 


 Mal,2 13- | count Gods ſervice to bee 


a very burden, 3s (tor in- 
tance)to heare Gods word 
tyvice on the Sabbath, 
ſoamuch as to bee reſtrained 
from travelling , .or from 
trifling on that holy day: 
the godly-on the other fide 
knovyv it tobee a drudgery 
indeed, that vvorldlings 
endure; as the vyanton and 
voluptuous perſon: tobeſo 
enſlaved tohis ſports ; atid” 
fo the eovetous, and ambi- 
tious to his baſe eſteeme, 
& gaine:that the one,vvill 
not ſpare to fit up from his 
ſleepe night after night,to 
follovv his idle games,and 


| to ſariate his luſts: and the 


other, that hee may com- 
aſle vvhat he coveterh,to 
drudge and droile,nat ftic- 
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king] 


be ene. Amt 


N_TTW. 


| and narrow way. 


I59 


cing baſely to gaine the 
Sabbath day., from the ſer- 
xd vice of God ,. and thereft 
or due to his .owne.ſoule and 


wg} body : yea, to lic,8& ſweare, | 


zmſ/and live by uſury and de- 
wi ccit, 7omeke (if necd bee.) 
ide bead of ſtones and: fall downe 
ery 00 his knees without a Cu-- 
150 ſhion to the very divell, to 
nd gaine the | world. Then 
>fof which what can beheld a: 
5d] more flaviſh ſlavery? and: 
bi. in compariſon with which 
2e, | tow truely may the way of 
vill} godlineſſe be called a way 
his of zberty 3 So thar for con- 


08 [enkiog, howſoever world-: 


nd ings rhinke Chriſtians to. 


-heff be fooles, Chriſtians know | 
afluredly that Kon , 


benot wiſe, 
F ourthly, in the laſt 
_ place, | 


gr —_—__ 


Marog-3, 
Yerſe 9. | 
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Tars.n.25, 


ought Taps ny. 4234s 4 , 
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T he ftrait gate | 


| place, as there is dithcultyſ}ſ[# 
in proceeding in this paths 
by reaſon of the liſtes andſſſ]! 
bounds, ſo much more fit 
perſevering conſtantly ther. Nt 
1; in reſpect of the bryers{ 
and buihes, yearhe ſnares 
and bonds, with which it 
4s —_— &all belaid, | 
viz, with perſecutions onff{d 
every ſide, from Satan and" 
the world : which a/l muf |! 
ſuffer that. will live godly, in\r 
Chrift Teſs; as alſo with} 
correftions and daily cha-IſÞ 
_ | ſtiſements from the Lord, |" 
Heb.13.4"| who chaftencth whom hee te 
| veth,; and ſcourceth every fin 
K | that hereceiveth © to verifie| 
| that teſtimony of Pa/ and 
| Barnabas. 4.14.22. thi (6 
eborough may tribulation| f 
mea miſt enter, if at all, 
| ante. 


— 
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E/and are ready to faint,and 
even turne akide,, almoſt | 
condemning , as for fooles, | 


| rr mrmtrmmmmmnmm 


| nd narrow Ways 


II IEA I A AE ns os 


161 


TE —— 


zard whereof, what mar- 
raile if the way feeme 
tough and moſt unpleaſant 
o fieſh and bloud , yea 
ſometimes ſo uncomforta- 
ble,not only to carnal] peo- 
ple unregenerate ,. but e- 
ven, to ſuch as: David, the 
deareſt Saints of God:thar 


hoke upon the preſent proſpe- 
rity wh ich the wiclsd ,4 
joy, and conſider withall 
hovy themſelves-are dayly 
thaftined and correfted every 
morning, they begin to re- 
pent them of their bargain 


the generatron of Gods chil. 


ino Gods Kingdome, Inte- | 


when (as-in Pſal. 73.)they | 


Verſe x 4+ 


dren, that wvill goe forward | 
in 
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The ftrait gate, 


—=ouee, k 


| Heſcan. & 


| Mal, 3:3. 


, 4nthat courſe , ſo full 
' { trouble. And yet ſhallme off 
repaire ,. as. the. Prophet Unc 
there, into the SenGtuary oicl 
God, and there under{tam and 
the fearefull end of wickedtic 
men; whoſtand amid alfſ;e 
proſperity, bur as malefaſſſce 
ors on the ladder, 1n i} 
pery places , and fhall wit 
all conceive vvhy . God { 
 1plcaſeth un love, to exer 
' | eiſe his children for thei! 
| good ; as namely, either; 
| ſtoppe their wayes with thorns 
| that they unay wet finde thi 
evillpathes;orclſe , to pur 
our thezr drofſe : Or finally, 
1 try their faith and- patieuit 
that they might appeare unl 
| eheir praiſe : and ſurely,thi 
path 'of tribulations will 
- | not ſeeme-ſo-troubleſome; 

while. 


preater treaſures and indeed | 


Ayceld. For thus they judge 
Ivho have, as he, ancye 79. 


faith cannot have, no mar- 


Jlcceme rough and thorny, | 


. . yp; 
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vhiles faith amiddeſt all | 
iffit1ons,wil make them | 


AMuder hope,to wait for the | 


ich mercies of the Lord, | 
nd as coſes, to chooſe ra-! 
ther, ro ſuffer adverſity with 
the childrenof God, and to c-' 
feeme the reoukes of Chriſt | 


more delightſome plea- 
ures, then all elſe which 
the Egypt of this world can 


the recompence of reward; 
which, who ſo have not, as 
carnall people wanting 


| 


'atle, if this way to ſuch 
the prickings wherof have | 
driven. backe many an' 
one, vyvho have not had: 


p 1 
their © 
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The ſtrait gate, 


| the preparation of the Goſptllf 
; of Prae.SoI fi Hon 5 
reſpe& alſo, the way to 
| heaven ſtraite and narroy, 
| and hard tob- gore thorough 
with perſeverance urto 
the end. 


| all 
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How needfull it is for 4 Chii ” 

| fliantotry whether ever ht Rl 
entredvy continucth in thi] * 

| way: andthat in the ſou i 
particular paths. 


LY all that hath bcene 
hitherto delivered, the 
dodQrine being fully ex- 
plained, and abundantly 


CON! 


Omg” —— 
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Jcation for farther profir, it 


webeinthewayto life:by | 


and narrow way. 


confirmed : that namely, 
tis xo eaſte matter but of aif- 
irult and of great labour, to 
mer into life eternall, —And 
why? but becauſe the gate 
ind way,leading to Chriſt 
the life, 1s but ove + and 
that to fleſh and bloud,for 
doth finding , and entring, 
and proceeding, ,and perſeve- 
ing in, ſtrait and narrow : 
ifyct you expect the appl1- 


will, being marked, eaſily 
apply it ſelfe, by a foure- 
fold uſe, viz. firſt for #5. 
il: and ſecondly, for rerror:+ 
thirdly, for Counſet : and fi- 
nally, for Comfort. 

AnJ1 firſt, for 1nſiruttion 
this may ſerve,to teach us 
to try our ſtate , whether 
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The ſtrait gate, 


2 Pet 1.10, 


th. 


conſidering, whether weeſhik 
haveentred inat the rightſvc. 
gate, and in what path weſt { 
walke. And this 1s an ap.ſſte! 
plication of this doGtrineÞ6oc 
moſt neceſſary and profita.ſſree 
ble ; ſince there 1s -hardlyſþno 
any, but would moſt glad.þfb 
ly be ſure of this, that he jsÞot 
inthe way to life, & ſhal beſſÞov 


ſaved when he dieth. Yeaſhno 
the Popiſh ignorant, vvhoſſan 


hath beene caught to holdþrc 
irpreſumprion, forany toſſite 
account himſelfe ſure ofſcc 
being ſaved , yer hath bis! 
joy inthis, that hee is of aſie 
good belecte, and hopcthſþuc 


 vvell (though hee bee norſſo1 


ſure of it) that he ſball gojÞ»! 
to heaven. Butit is, youſÞe 
know , the counſell of. S. | 
Petr, to give all dilizence, tiff! 


lt 


tro} 


—_— — ts 
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olipake nr calling and election | 
hr: Hovy meaneth he2in 
«fit ſclte? no, for ſo fromcall 
pſteriiitte * 1t vas vvith 
od,in his immutable de- 


fbeliefe, And there fore 
nthe contrary cxtreame, 
ow confident may we find 
mother number, of 1gno- 
ant prophane 'ones ,m the 
world', that  Howſoever 
hey live an unholy & wic. 
ed life, yet arc or ſceme 


knowledge, and aſſurance. 


-— 


and bleſſed death, and 
orfdoubt they doe not , one 


goſſvbir of rhis,bur they ſhal | 


ouſſbe ſaved. Hovvbeir, ſince 
S.fſic have learned inthe do- 
nſſtrine delivered, that 3t 


ee: but rather, in our| 


atleaſt to be ſecure, that | 
ney ſhall die. an happy, | 


1% 
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isnot ſolight a matter toff m 


attaine to heaven, nor 1n-ſſ|b: 
deed poſſiblear all,exceptſ| of 
vve entcr 1n, and vvalkeſ Ic 
thorough the right gateſ 
-and vvay,vvhich 1s but one 


| 
| 
| 


gate of heaven, nor yet cve-ſſ1 


and ſtrait, leading to life: 
it vvill be good for people, ſ 
firſt to make trial of them-Þnc 
ſelves,ere they reſt ſecure,ſ 
ſince every gate is not, f 
what 1acob called Bethel. thef 


rie beaten way, a path tof 
lite : but ſome rather, offBwa 
that fort, vvhich the vviſeÞun! 
man roteth which thoughſthc 
zt ſeemeh right to 4 man, yet pro 
the iſſues of it are the wayes off tir 
aeath. Ro? 

And therefore hereinf;:// 
for direion, that vve mayſ[tha 
not deceive our ſelves (4Þvat: 

man 


Cr eee 
LS 


pt 
ke 
ite 
ne 
e2 
e, 
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vhich aceb ſavy in, Bet5cd 
reaching 


unto eternall life ; that(as| 
ſte Apoſtle allcadgeth tor, 


| ſtimony, COACErUng him, 
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many miſerablie do,with a 
bare protefſion of the name 
of Chriſt, rru/fiz7 as thoſe! 
levres 11 Jeremy , tnlying 
words that cannot profir) this 
letus remember,vyhich in 


—— 


| 


ler.7.8, 


the doctrine before delive: | 


red vve have already lear-| 
ned,that howſoever Chriſt 
leſs that very Laatcr, 


» from earth tohea-t 
yen, be- indeed the alone. 
gate of :;caven, andonely} 
way, thatlcalethby truth: | 


- 


| 


proofe,cne Prophet Loe!s te- 


Rom, 10, T3.) iWhoſorver ſhal 


tall 6a the 1.1416 0f the Lord, 


that is, ſhall ſecke for ſa] 


f 


Vation,onely for, and by; 


LUN, : 


loc! 2-34. 
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\ 170 The ſirait gaze, . | 
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| both Lord and Chriſt, he,au 
he onely, ſhall be {awed ye 
God forbid that we Chrjj n 
ſtians, who bave learned] a! 
it wecall61 the Lords wma 
depart alſo from iniquit {c 
ſhould ever imagine, tha 1 
the bare name of Chr w 
zTimig, | were a gate t0 let in wig] tc 
| kednefle into heaven , inq| t! 
which holy City, Rew.2J|p 
though the gate ſtand {| v« 
penday and night,yet is | 
; Veile 27, | NOL poſſible _ that any fo 
cleanc thing ox abhominati al 
ſbouid ever enter. No, tor m 
have learned, how undg| t 
and in Chriſt, as the one in 
| gate and way to lite, wy w 
are to conceive , beſid 1: 
the name and bare prot] fi 
ſion, thoſe foure ſever] L 
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| and narrow way, Tx | 


porches and pathes, of i 
ng; Faith, Repentance, | 
ye Fama, , and Patience; all 
hri which are both for finding | 
eq] and entring into them, as | | 
x4 alſo for proceeding & per- | ' 
wm ſevering in them, ſtrait and ſ 
tha) narrow:that men had need : | Af 
1 with the Baptiſts hearers | pwr: 3, ] 
vid topreſſe.with violence, if 
int there-thorough they will 
2 paſſe, and center into hea- 


&— + 229% hn 


| 
F 
| 


3 q: ven, | 
is How neceſlary 1s it ther- | 1-2 
af fore forus all , to examine | i Vl 
tif and try our ſelves (that we | ' | 
1 may finde comfort) whe- | i 
de ther orno, we have entred | == 


ng in at thoſe ZAtCcs , andare | 
wo walking 16 thoſe wayes of | " 
5d life. As, whether wee can | C | 
fl find thatwe belceve in the | Wl 


er Lord Icfas, looking tor ſal-} -- | 
ll þ | U- Vario, 


ta! 
Sees . AI £ a 


" Oo 
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The ſtratt gate, 


ou 


| pented unfainedly of al our 


vation onely and alone by 
him : whether we havere- 


{innes, giving aur ſelves no 
allowance farther in any 
ofthem : Thirdly,whether 
our endeavour bee without 
diffimulation, to yeeld y. 
-bedience,not to ſome, but to 
al Gods commandements: 
Finally, whether we be re- | 
ſalved., by his grace that, 
ſtrengtheneth us to beareſſ. 
with conſtant cheerefull 
patience, whatſoever croſlesſ] 
and troubles may in this. 
way encounter us. 
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Wl 7r1all of Faith by fonre rules. 

ul o;z.imwo for entrance, and 

| 2 two for continuance. 

Sf EN this triallthat we may | »- 
= Faith, 


aryinot deceive our ſelves with 


wh ſeeming ſhewes, letus be 
all villing to receive more| 
cs | ſpeciall rules of direction, 
from eack of thoſe foure } 
particulars, to try our| 
ſelves, all which,fince we 
cofider them,as both gates, 
for entrance : -and wayes. 
for continuance; leading | 
'ro Chriſt and life , our tr1- 
411 ſhall bee to obſerve, 


have ſound comfort, and | 


ll. 


I3 fil 
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T he frrait gate, 
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| Lam.2.14. 


| fo hovv vve have cntred : 
and ſecondly, how we walke 
in every of theſe gares and 
wayes. 
Touching the firſt, 

| which 18 faith 1n Chriſt: 
whoever thou be,thart ſay- 
eft, orthinkeſt, that thou 
doeft beleeve, letmeec ſay 
to thee, as the Apoſtle to 
his beloved Corinthians, 

2. Cor. 12.5. Prove hy felfe 
whether thou bee inthe faith. 
| Yea,cxamine whether thy 


faith bee ſuch indeed, as 


Por remember, what Saint 


James hath caught, that it 1; 


not enough for a man. to 


| ſay hee hath faith, except 


| hee ſhew it by the fruits ; 


| ſ1nce otherwiſe , it- may 


| | well be fearcd he doth but 


-—— —_— 
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can bring thee unto FA | 


M.A ea 


and Barrow way. 
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fay ſo, and either hath no 
faith, or buta talſe faith, 
ſuch as a Divel may have 
that tremblethwith the ho r- 

tour of aſſured damnati- | 
| ſon. VWherefore whofoe- | 
. | [vcrchou be that perſwa- 
; Gelt thy ſelfe thou [tanagſt 
by faith, call thine heart in | 
Gods name to. account , 

rf, how thou haſt entred 
p in at thats cate: for cer- 
. | tainely, if thy farth be 

y | ſthe gate of lite, chow! 
5 | {haſt entred in ar a ftraite | 
gate, whereinto- without | 


% 


[mea 


B 


And therefore firft ,con- 
ſider with whar ſtirre or 
ftrugling thou haſt gotte 
a mE "Gnce our Saviour bid- 
din ig thee enter in, . Pre- 
| I 4. _ ſup- 


CV: AS. © ww 


"IE -B thou couldeſt not. | 
| have entred. | 


Verſe 19, 


Rom 11,20 
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T he, flrait t gate, 


Mat,3.7, 


Rev.3.18. 


ſuppoſerh (what thiou] 
' knoweſt well, if thou 
| knowelt any thing) that 
—_ thou ftoodeſt  with- 
| borne, as all Adams th 
padricien , In wretched $9 
unbulicfe. And therefore © 
'remember, if thou canſt, 
' tothine owne hearts com-$®? 
' fort, Who firſt forewarnd& 
zhee to flee from the wrath ti ir 


| come; or when were thin! 


eyes anoynted with eye-ſalwve, p 
.to fee the filthy naked-| 
neſſe of thine unbeleeving] , 
nature, and the neceſſity : 
of this wh:7e yohe of faith? I 
Happily the carnall man = 
thatknoweth no otherwiſe" 
then thar hee did beleeve]0 


| CVCT fnce he was borne, or| & 
' certainely ſince he could, C 


well remember, will mar- i 
vail, 
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w Tile much ro heare ſuch: | 
1 queſtions mooved: butfor 
at thoſe who are- acquainted 
1-Evith the. Anatomy that | = 1: 


{ 


»: ('be Scripture: maketh of | pg... 1; }| 
-q four wretched nature', and \.: i 
re bow this heart of ours 15 ax | = 
& £2477 of fone ,not capable of | rze1154 
n- (oor caring for faith, till | 
a; (Goa rherto prepare it,bru- | 
(ing, breaking, yea, grin-| 
” ling itto verypowder: ſuch | 
A T-lainely ditcerne, how ne- 
4. eflary the hammer of Gods Ter25:590 
1 law is, forbreaking of this | "7-20 
ty tonic heart, and preparing, 
> Fit for the grace of Faith 3 | 
1n {whiles 4t bamblerh men , | 
| 
; 


ſeÞvith. the {1ght of finne;and ' 
ve ſorrow for thc ſame , "and 
or fo forceth them to flie| | 
or our. of themſelves, to e- 
A from: dcath. To1 
| hs 4 _whom | 
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, whom, thus humbled, 
' when as thc —__ of. 
# ina Chriſt,. as. the 
onely meanes of life, God 
by the ſame. Goſpell {tir- 
reth up their appetite, {0 
ro hunger after him andſ 
his righreouſneſſe , that 
; with fervent. prayer they 
\ fie unto the throne of 
| Trace, deſiring to attaine 
| Falva ation alone by hum, 
| fti]l begging therefore 

| wirh earnef 1mportunity 
dans of God, tobeſſ| .: 


| 
| yet more and more perſia 36 


ded of his love in Chriſt, 
'and of the forgiveneſſe 
| thereby of all their {f19nes. c 
| Such adoc there "= , (bow- 'þ 
Toever many w! Dd never 
KOeW What 1t meaneth, 
| conceive of this gate of 


faith 
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faith as of an caſy entry)to | 
bring men to true faith in 
Chriſt, not without huz- 
Hine firſt, and then bnz- 
ing © not without ſeeing 
and forrowing for their 
{innes, and then f1ghing 
and ſeeking after Ieſus 
Chriſt. 

Howbeit, ſince this.en- 
trance into faith, is not al- 
waics wrought with like 
'mavcr or meaſure of humi- 
list1on 1n all,or not ſo well | 
obſerved or remembred by | 
al, (efpecially in fuchj 
who cither have been fan- | 
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tified from rhe wombe, * Li 


as was. lohn Baptiſt, or eſe | 
| though not regencratec 


| before full age, Vet, aS 71-1 
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mothy, have beene trained | +... , 


ap from!rheir infancy wun- | 
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: dergodly parents, and by 


| 1nore grofſe intquiries;). 
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T he ftrait gate, 
ſur 
lere 
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"g 
| Therefore, ler this ſecond\Þ4b 
| triall ofour faich be, bylſtho 
con(idering 1t as the parhſſþay 
{ wherin we preſently walk. wh 
| Fer our direction wherein, ſed 
this Ietus khow, that how-|ſioll 
ſ2cverthe Rhemifts by di-\fþt | 
' {ti:ition ſeeme to objec, ſſſtry 
that C/r:i/tians in their live 
| enft leek, the ſtrait WAY bui| tra 
7a Reltgion the ancient com-fcor 
' m92way : yet it is truely an-ſſby 


rat, meanes kept from| 
YOunding thefelves with 


ByD-Fu.i..: ſwered, that it 7s the ftraiththe 


— Cx - ——— 


ways well /n religion as in life | the 
that leadeth to life, Wheremrig 
thouzh m al agesthe fewerſſit c 
| fort have walked, yer it isſ|thc 
| the ancicnt way wherinallNCt 
' thatare ſaved have entred, $ Tv 
{ufely 
Wu _ — 
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vrely that good old” way In | Ter-6,16, | 
Wlcremy, and thar high way, 
alled the way of holineſſe | «> 
in 1ſazah , where through we” 
di dbraham and-Tſazc, and all } | 
yithoſe ancients, _ Hebr. It« 
hi have entred heav en. Aftcr 
k yhom,if we would be afſt- 
ed that wewalke aright , | 
p- Metlowing God,as Abrahams 
iſt the forte 3 then let vs 
z,|fry our fairh, whether 1t 
esÞoce right , firſt , by our 
rait walking : oe. fe- 
1-| Fcondly, by our working : | = 
1-ſſoy our looking fir, and: $ | 
it| Fm our loving. For: Rows = S 
fl the former,1f wee be in the 
n| |ight crack of ſaving faith, | 
r[it onely leadeth, and wee | \| 
$thereby onely /oofe- unto 
[Chriſt Teſus : nor as the | 
| Turks to Hobomet: noras 
4 | ae I 
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the Iewes toa Meſsiah, yet if 
' expected : nor yet to cy- f* 
ther our owne Merits, or 0- MF ,/ 
ther meditation, as Pa- |. 
piſts, . and Hypocriticall Þ 
Juſtitiaries : or ficelly, 
toan ry Chriſt,on- F 
ly to be inbred 1n us,out of 


che pure Doctrine of 7.N, ſl... 
; veg 0 / = | W, 
as doe the Familiſts , for, N| 


| what is this, . but to lcave 
Chriſt Iefus, thetruc gate Þ| 1. 
of life, and cach bythcirſ; 
falſe faith , forſaking ther P 
owne mcrcie, to looke after 
Vanities, and wvaine helps that 

cam profit ? To none of fa 
which doth the Word of 
truth dire the eyc ofour 
faith, but oucly to Chriſt 
leſus, the Virgines ſonne, F| c 
lifted up as the Serpent intht| 
| wilderneſſe and made #370 us ( 
of 
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| i God wiſdome ard righteonſ- 


miſe, ſauitification, and re- 
dmption, On whom alone. 
whoſodoe-aot looke,with- 


our 'confidence for ſalvati- 


Jon, either in themſelves,or 


inany other creature, well 
may they ſuſpect by their 
wandring , that the faith. 
wherein they thinke they 


'walke, is nor the way of | 


© Þ life ; ofwhich the Apoſtle 


ſpeakerh. As yee have recei- 
ved Chriſt Teſws, the Lord, ſo 


8 valke inhimn'; rooted and hs {lt 


in him, andeſtabliſhed in the 
faith. 
Bur farther, the worke 


faith. Since faith, 1f 1t} 
Once truely apprehend! 


Gods love-1n Chriſt, can- 
not 


of Zove, will give triall of | 
our right walking in FE. 
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Coloſ 2.6." 
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Iam »73.9 & 
Verſe 35. 
Gal). 5-6. 


| looking of our eye, and the 


| out au ASunbling of our! 


gringaiter Chriſt, wrought 


not bur enflame the heart 
with love againe, both toffie, 
God, and for Gods ſake toyf 
men alſo; and fo, 'as that 

of Abraham and Kahab,willl 
ſhew it ſelfe by the fruite, Þ— 
to be that onely living,and 
availeable faith that worketh 

by love. Thus therefore, a-fſr, 
mongſt ſo many who boaſt Þ 
of faith, may we prove cur 
ſelves, whether wee bein 
the faith : as, fir/#, by cal-Rf F 
ling to minde our entrance YL 
thereinto,ſurely,not with- ſj; 
fi 


th 


ſoules, and withalhan buy 


inus by God, ſo ſecondly, 
obferving, how wee conti-; 
nue therein,by the ſtreight| 


ailigent labourofour love. 
And 
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of examination, the triall 
of our farth. | | 
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Cara r. KM. | 


Triall of Repentance by foure 
 rales,v1z, two for entrance, 
aud two for contintance. 


4500 Repentance, which | 
{ Xfloweth from faith,and | 
is evermore begunne for 


time, together with faith, 
that purifierh the heart : {1nce 
thoſe many,who profeſfe 
Repentance , few therein 
tightly walke, therefore | 
herein alſo ir ſtall be good 
forus to try our ſelves, firſt, 


whether wce haverightly | 


cnrred 
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A&1 5:9, 
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lude verſe 
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ler 31 19. 


Luk.18.13. 
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and of great moment, con- 
fiſting in the change of 
borh heart and life, and 
pulling violently the whole 
man out «f the fire; 15 
wrought at the firſt by 


doe, tothe repentant pat- 
ty, by enforcing him buth 
to foope low, and even to 
ftrip himſelte. To ftoope as 
Ephraim who being inſtru- 
ated to ſee the untamed 
wantonneſle of his youth, 
was brought as one aſha- 


Publican, fo preſied downe 


his ſinnes, that he durft nt 
lift up bis eyes to heaven, but 
| [te 


—- 


entred thereinto : which 
being a laborious worke, ff 


God not withoat much a- 


by the heauy burthen off 


med and confounded wmhþ ! 
(mite upon his thigh: or as the 
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chu his breſt, To which | 
c, eh and conſcience of {1n, 

il men be brought, that 

cir faces be filled with | 
ame, and their hearts ' 
th ſorrow ; and farther 
ſary rongues enforced to. 


lvcs, not only in generall | 


!Þbe ſinners, (which the 
ay hopeleſſe Hypocrites 
asjill not ſticke rodoe) bur 
u-ſh particular, confefſsine 
cir wicked fins againſt 
emſelves unto the Lord ; 

iey come not ſo much as 


1 ite , no, but on the contra- 


eþ, 5 hiles, in the pride of | 


offteir deluded hearts, they 
a Konceit all to be wel wich 


NO 


aſe ſentence on them- 


- inowledging thelelves. | 


dlooke 1n at this gate of 
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lem, and 'that they have | 
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Zeph. 1-13 


Jer 4410s, they are not humbled unto this 


| cloakes of ſhame, and far- 


, nonecd tochange forbet. o 
ter, how farre ſtand the HC 
from this bleſſed ſtate} lat 
being rather, as thoſe in - 
Zephany, froxen in thi 

"Ed ok Iewes,Þ® 
againſt whoſe impeniten-J® 
cy the Lord proteſteth by 
the Prophet teremy,laying, 


| day. in 

Bur yet this ſtooping is" 
not all, for'it 1s farther 
 requiredof the Repentant 
{inner,. that hee alſo ſr; 
himfelfe, ſhaking off, and o 
caſting from him , thoſe 


 dells of finne, that makef 
the gate of grace too ſtrait 
and narrow for him, Forf 
wantof which, how many 

carnall wretches -remaine ( 
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ate age 


j[:n an unrepentant ſtate, 


langing in the very.entry: 
ome by their purſe (that 
[may ſo expreſle.it) of ill 
Mtten goods : and others 
as Abſolon by his haire) by 
their plumes of pride: yea, 
c Jome, as by their cheekes 
Sfwolne bigge with oathes 
blaſphemy, and lies: and 
hers, as the drunkard be- 
kt around with his cups: 
mas Zimyi, loth topart in 
rery death from his un- 
;Jcieane Harlotry, None of 
{.fihem all, being willing to 
frſake their {infull luſts, 
that with the Proazgallthey 
; may turne home to God 
[their father, by true repen- 
yance. Which requiring 
|| (as both the Hebrew and 
| Greeke 
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Num.2 5.9 
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Pſal 18 23. 


2 Tin. 2,7, 
| 26, 
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| Greeke names fignificarſyin 
ly import) a chaxze bothhot 
heart and life ; therefoffin a 
hereby. muſt our triallbQh1c 
if wee be brought to loatſhic 
inheart, and in praQiceGyi 
life to leave, thoſe ſins, ſhot 
whatſoever kinde,whereyh: 
tormerly we lived , and ſhy 
to the ſnare whereof wdhho; 
eaſily and naturally fallffr 
our ſelves, but cannot r{{4;{ 
turne, till we be powertiſtin 
ly freed and forced bacifſco; 
by fupernaturall grace; alan 


nature being like to tli]z;, 


fpring-locke that ſhuttet;;; 
of it ſelfe, but cannot opÞza 
without a key. he 

But farther, ſince 111th; 
card of inbred corrupriol br 
cleaving ſtill, inthis li f 
to our Gates and ſubjd] 


Qinfll 
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anſiting us to often falls, it is 
hot ſufficient for us to enter 
tofln at thisgate, except wee 
belſo proceed to walke on iu 
oaths penitentiary path, re- 
C<ing our repctance daily, 
, both by a godly ſorrow, for 
TKwhat we doe amiſle, as alſo 
11 by a carcfulfriving todo fo 
Wno more; therfore hereby al 
IJ muſt our triall be made, 
firſt, whether, whenatany 
tuftime we doe amiflſe, our 
conſcience ſtreight check, | 
and ſmite us for it, as Da-' 
No; heart did him fot cur- 
Hng off the lap of his Lords 
PFcarment ; and againe after 
he had ſinned in armbring 
1'F the people + yea,wherther to 
OF dring our ſelves to godly 
i ſorrow we often ſearch our 
q foules , by the righteous 
| 
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Zac, nt ,1o. 


2 Sam 36+ 


law of God, to find oatayſp!i 
moſt ſecret ſinnes, as :4ifflun 
flited Church, ſtirrerh ufc 
her ſelfe tro doe, when Goſtin 
began for neglect hereoftfy 
ſearch her-with his judgeſrin 
ments: yea, farther, turffov 
ning our eyes to looke upfear 
on Jeſus Chriſt, whom wgps \ 
have pierced with our ſingul; 
that io wee may be moveq|s 

| to Lament over him with godfiew 
ly forrow : teſtifying thigioc 
orz ſorrow by our humblE&1a] 
and unfained confeſſioqpt | 
before the Lord, as D aviiea 
did in that caſe of numſve 
bring the people: finallyÞie: 
joyning ever with this conf? 
feſion, feruent ſure for parſor 
don, as1n another caſe, wqpav' 
finde the fame Propher likep% 
E condemned priſoner, ſupſi« 
| | plicating __ 
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vlicaring with ſtrong cries [ 


þaffuaro is Judge, ?j.51.And! 
1 ufſſccondly, inreſpedt of the' 
20gtime to come, let us farther 
frgtry our eſtate, by conſide- 
gefring how we,upon ſuch ſor- 
urfrow, are broughtto a more 
upfearneſt /?rife againſt finne, 
wes well by ſhunning heed- 
nsffully, and flying ſpeedily 
eqjess honeſt rſeph did the 
odflewd allurements and pro- 


Gen.z9.13 


higpocations unto finne, eſpe. 


bl&ially, learning wiſedome, | 


oft the burnt childe, to 
vidiread that fire wherewith 
m{ve have been already ſcor- 
[yEhed : as alſo, with holy} 
mÞÞavid, by earneſt prayer! 
arfor ſtrength of grace to 
y4ave our hearts firſt purged} 
kind revewed, and after enlar- 


z Cor,z, 
It, 


Plal.5r.19 


xd to runne the wales of 
K Gods 
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, Gods commaundements: 
and finally, with the ſame 
{ Prophet, hiding Gods promi- 
 vriſes in our hearts, that we 
\anay be bept thereby hercafþ,,; 
ter, from (inning againſt thi ,, 
Lord: Lo, thus alſo may] , 
wee make tryall of our re- 
pentance, whether it bea 
gate and way of life: As] 
firft,hy calling to mind ouſ;y, 
entrance not without foe- A) 
ping low,and ſtripping of outfh;g, 
ſelves: ſo, ſecondly,by conf gr 
ſidering how wee walkegfy 
both /orrowing for what weſkim 
doe amiſſe,and ſtriving ſtile. 
with' an increaſe of godlyſhy 
Care tO {inne no more. -- the 
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andnarrow way. 
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i CHnar XXI, 
Yet i =_ 
ih [riall of obedience by foure I; 
NY rules,viz. two for entrance, | | 
6 and two far continuance. 
-4JT" O proceed now unto 9- 
JL pence, a ſure cate, if , Þ 
Ultbe ſincereanda certaine | | *þ 
Fray to life : ſince many 
UÞrofefſe obedience to the 
Lord, who, yerlike to ſor- L - 
$1 ſervants, be not often-| - 4-. 8 
'Fimes ſuch as they ſhould | 
Ji de,for their Maſters credit, = 
ſer, perhaps, doebur ſerve 
themſelves in the beft ſep- | 
vice, which they ſeeme to 
Poe about, Therefore herc- 
nalſo is our tryall neede- | 
"Jfull,” if wee would with { 
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Firſt, by conſidering how 


dore. And whether our en- 
trance have been right, we 


and ſecondly, it we have ct- 
tred thereat with right 


the Lord. | 

For firf,it the gate wher- 
into we beentred be right, 
it is that which God hath 
ſctupand preſcribed tous 
in his Word, Concerning| 
which 1s that, Deut.6,25.| 
ij | This| 
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may finde by theſe two 
markes, namely, firſt, if wel 
have taken direction fromſ 
God, touching this gate: 


aimeand reſolution to pleaſe] 


"os 
| comfort expett the rewardſſr, 
of good ſervants, which is,;, 
to enter into our Maſters in| 


tk 
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we havecutred within this 


gate, and ſuffered our care} 
to be zayled to the Lordsfi 
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Imanded one of them, comman- 
ded all, and that for the ma- 
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luke bee to keepe all theſe com- 
Imandements, as hee hath com- 
Imanded ns. All, and as, hee 
hath commanded, lo,theſe 
are the bounds of. our obe- 
dicrce ſetby God ; andas 
it were, the poſts of this 


This ſhall be ourriehteou fnelfe | 
before the Lordour God, it we | 


gate, with David, to have 
reſpeeF, not to ſome, but al! 
Gods commanaements ; al- 
Iwaics remembring that of 
$. lames, hovv hee that com- 


ner,as he hath commanded 
either inthe Zaw, orinthe 
Goſpel, Which who ſo hath 
not reſolved to make the 
rule of his whole life, in 
willing obedience ſubmitr- 


ting himſelfe inall things | 
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ro Gods holy will, he mayſ] 
feare that hee hath noten-(] 
{tred in at this gate, As 


] 


þ 
þ 


p 


| 


b 


may hee noleſſe (to touch 
alſorhe ſecond point of this 
triall) who hath nothereto 
yeelded without by-re- 
__ ,1narightaime,and 
1ncere intent, to be plea- 
fingto the Lord. For that 
is the veryend of our re- 


demption, as Zachary tea- 


| cheth in his ſong, char being 


dilivered from all our ſpitt- 
ruall enemies, we ſhoald ſerv: 
him withont feare,all the daie 
of our life in riehteouſneſſe and 
itue holineſſe. 


vvee may have comfort in 
our obedience, whether of 
our entrance into th Lords 


ſervice, vve beable to ſay, 


DO => 


ſe, Wherefore] 
hereinlet our triall be,thatſ] | 


%_ —@ eo toes #3 Wo aA 


_ 


as|ll 


las Saint Pant with thankes 


and narrow way. 


to God, of the belceving 
Romans, that once we were the 
ſervants of ſinne, but now wee 
haveobeied from the heart un- 
tothe forme, (or print) of 4o- 
Grine,ints which we were deli- 
vered #p: asalfortouching 
our reſolution and aime 
herein, as the ſame Apoſtle 
of his owne faithfull labors 
in the great worke of the 
Lord, that the loze of Chriſt 
conſtr aineth us becauſe we thus 
indge, that if one be deade for 
all then were all deaa': and 
hee dyed for all, that they 
which leve, [h 


| 4d roſe aoaine,. 


Bur farther ſecondly, tor 
| our walking in this path, | 


oud not hents-|\ 
forth live unto themſetves,but | 
| unto him who dyed for the 


| 
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T he ſtrait gate, 
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' 1 wherin our obedience may| 


chiefely: be diſcerned, let 
us make our tryall by con- 
| {1dering in all our cour- 
fes, firſt , hovv wee keepe 
fill inthat right vvay : ſe- 


ward.in the ſame. For firſt, 
howſoever,Igrant,through 


vvee may ſtumble and flip 
aitdeſometimes.-out of this 


other path. of true repen- 
tance may thereout-reco- 


| 


1 


ver our ſelves, and regaine- 
our way : yetifwe will be. 
ſobold and wilfull, as wit- 
tingly and willingly tolet 


our mouthes ſweare vaine. | 


ly, or (fo it be for our ad- 


| vanitage): tolic and ſpeake 


condly, how wee zoe on for- 


vveakneſle in our footing, 


falſe: 


OO Ae. As _ 


a— 


rnn—_— — 
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narrow path, and yetby re-| 
turning eftſoones into the: 


ye 


— ——__C_p_____—li. 
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deceitfully, or our feet any 


way toexpatiate &breake | 
beyond thoſe bounds and | 
lis; vvhich God hath ſer | 


for our obedience : it can- 
not.be imagined bur that. 
as vve loſe our vvay, ſovve | 
hall alſo vvithall loſe our 4 
comfort, At the conſide-: 
© ration vvhereof, hovy may 
* many tremble,who having 
"|fora vyhile made forward | 


thew of entrance intothe + 
owed tence and ſervice of | 


the Lord, may finde them=-| 
elves relapſcd,' and like | 


rſt heat, inſomuch thar 
they are now fo farre from | 
walking themſelves preciſe- 
[[y,as:S.Pau{requireth; that 


kn 


alſely, our hands to deale|. 


water once. made +hot ; |, . 
owne the colderfor their } 


Ks: I/madl-| 
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The ſtrait gate, 


Eph F.195, 
6-49p1d 5. 
GEN-21.9s 
3) am.$.30, 


 1ſmael-like, or as Micha, 
theyare ready ſooner then 
any other, preſently to 
mocke at any heire of pro- 
| miſe,that they ſce walking 
{ in holineſſe,and ſignifying 
! the joy of his heart, 1n the 
| ſervice of the Lord.. From 


which fearefull fall,to pre- 
:Tferve all them who vvalke 
| vvithatrue heart, though 


weaxly, in this path, vvee 
have the Apoſtles cohorta- 
tion for- our encourage- 


knees, and to make ſtraight 
feps #nto our feete, leſt that 
which is halting be turned out 
of the way : ſuch muſt our 
care be to keepe our feet 


| 
| 


from ftraying, and no Icfle 


ment and direqion, He, | 
12,15. To lift np 0ur Wweake| 


(to paſſe unto the ſecond 
| note) | 


als; rants. of Hh 


CCR, noe 


and narrow way, 
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forward, For vvhy ? this is 
that, which in Saint Peter, 


note) without ſaying to go | 


is required, that we ſhould | 
grow in grace, Walking, as : 
the Iſraelites towards Zion; 
from flrength to rength; for- 


aud endeavoring our ſchves #*- 
low eng hard towards ihe mark; 
proved, to be that vvay of 


the righteous, vvhich So/o- 
9m COmpareth to the 11747 


the dawning, unto the perfect 


vvehaye the more neede to 
take ſpeciall care, Hance in 


getting thas which js behinae, | 
to that which is before, and fol- * geen 


that-our way may. be ap-| 


ſhining more and more, i3n. | 5 


day. Ofwhich proceeding | 


this way, not to goe for- 


vvard, is to goe backwar : | 
not to grow - better, 15} 
TIE 


2 Pet. 3.12. 


Pſal 2. 7, 
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lp Sg Sha > 


| undoubredly- to waxe 


worſe; our -nature in re- 


in a-{treame, vvhich if it 
be not by force of oares 


arily be carryed down- 


in, to the end that .vvee 
may- be- aſſured * of bleſ- 


j OUr Reeptug til therein with 


out turning backe, or ftray-| 
| ing, and Þy proceedime for- | 
| 11g, and Dy proceeding tOr- | 
vVarG 


SS COMPETES G 4 A II —— 


2ard of fpirituall motion 
being like a Boar floting| 


continually rowed up-| 
{wafd, vvill of it ſelfe ne-| 


ward. Wherefore, here-| 


| ſedneſfe, - let-our-triall be] 
ro find our ſelves -towalke| 
inthis-perfe& path of obe-| 
dience ; as firſt, by our ajre-l/ 
ion taken from God, and| 
reſolution onely for God, in|.;Þ 
ourentrance : ſo fecondly, | 
for our- continuance , by} 


Tr 
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[Oe] 
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and narrow waje. 


e | rard without ſtanding, at 
- |: ſtay; ſo have wealſo the 
1 | Etriall of the third way, and | 
3 | Yeare,0ur {incerc obedience. 
t 
$ 


0 has 


Yrria#- - of Patience by foure* 
SW2g,. 10 for entrance 
SRfOX continuance. .. 


| ET Here remaineth the 
1.8. fourth. and laſt parh, 
| viz. ourParrence, of which | 
" ſas Chriſtians taxa 2 :con- | 
tinuall meede , the, way to. 


before was ſhewed ) and 
deſert with troubles:(o it 15 


$a, what theirpaticnce is,or 


WP 
| CHar. XXI1,. | 


heaven being thorny (as 


| Encedful for the tomake tr1- | 
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.T he ſtrait gate, 


| 


whether that which hap- 


pily they make ſhew of, be 
Chriſtian patience, and 
not ſenſelefſe - blockiſh- 


neſſe, As they may, fr 
for the catrance, by confi- 
deting how it hath beene. 
wroughtiin them, firſt, by 


learning that hard leſſon, 
to deny, not their fin; 
ſubſtance onely,; 
thers{elves, thei 
dome and will:and 


ſec 


their ovvrie vviſedome,and 


carnall vvill vvhat marvell] 
if they beangryand impa- 


tient (as 10944 vvas for his 
gourd)! 


il 


ond- 
ly, by entertaining per ſwa- 
fron of the love, and good. 
vvillof God their father to- 
vards them, in Chriſt Te-! 
ſus. For firſt tillmerr have 


learned todenythemſetves 


_—— 


{ 


ſed Saviour, Father, not my 


Ws —_—_—— 


and narrow way. 


zourd) at every thing that | 
commeth overthvvart the, 
vyhether it be acroſle from 
God , or vvrong_- (as they 
conceive it) offered by 
men: neither can WHee 
imagined, that vvith pat1- 
ent meekeneſle any ſhould | 


take up the crofſe, untill | 


they have learned to ſacri- 
fice theixwill to God, with 
that ſubmiſhon of our bleſ- 


will, but thine be dowe. How- 
beit,neither may any hope 
to come hereunto , untill 
they become (which is the 
ſecond point for trial) per- 
{waded of Gods'good will 
towards them in Tefus 
Chriſt, by whoſe power 
& wiſedome, whiles they 
know that all things are 
diſp»ſed,} 


Luk.22.42, | 


Lam-3 a3 7, 


$8. 
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| 


| Ter.29,11, 


Ter:32o41, 


Rom 8.28, 


| diſpoſed, and nothing be- 
falling them -without his 
ayporntmene who worketh 
all things after the counſel 


þ 


thoughts towards his arc 
evermore thoughts of 
peace,and not of evill, ſtill 
rejoycing over them to do 
them good, they reſt with- 
all aflured out of this per- 
ſwaſion of Gods love, that 


| all things ſhall worke 7oge- 


ther for their good. The con- 


but worke them unto pati- 
ence,that if it pleaſe God, 


them alſo > ſince God, who 
loveth them;knoweth ber. 
ter then themſelves, what 
is fortheirgaod, And ther- 
fore inal ourſufſerings;ci- 


EE Ir nate 


of his owne will, & whoſe 


fideration whereof. cannot ! 


why ſhould it: not pleaſe | 


ther 


NI 
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dl. aa. 
ey him,this muſt be the triall 
+» of ourparience , by conſi- 
1 dering whether the ground 
fo thereof be faith and obedi- 
re ([2c<, our bein aſſured of 
i _ lovein Chriſt, and 
11 |baving learned thereupon 
118 

todeny our ſelves, 

| And now, for the ozher 
triall of continuance,ifwe 
would ſee, whether. wee 
, |Woſeſſe our ſoules by true pa- 
tence, let. us obſerve firſt, 
the frenzrh ſupporting, 
and ſecondly , the hope en- 
couraging thereunto. For, 
firſt, if our patience be 
Chriſtian,& fromabove,ir 


is ſupported by the ſp:rirof 


frmitics,and teaching us,as 


| ther for Chriſt, or with. 


— 


lerace & prater helping our in-| 


Zac 12! QO., 


S, 1ames counſelleth, when 
: at 
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T he ftrait gate, 


| Rem*e18. 


—— 


þ 
: 
| know how he preferreth it 


at any time wee lacke wiſe 71 
dome, to aske it of God,, who 
reproacheth no man, that ſo 
our patience by ſtrength 
and counſel] received from|{f 
heaven, may have in us ber 
perfet? working, And ſecond-fſ[m 
ly, for the expeQtation,en-ſſ» 


| couraging us to hold outs 


with comfort and rejoy- 
cing,amidiſt all ſufferings 
of what leſle thing may it 
be, then of the kingdome 
of heaven , the crowne offi! 
glory>.Wherofwhen onceſ|! 
S. Pawhad but a glimpſc 
by the eye of faith, you 


1n his account above all ;ht 


ſufferings of his he ; groun 
ding thereon the courage 
of a Chriſtian, amid the 


greateſt troubles ; For, 
TRw' 


——_— 


EE 
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Therefore, ſaith he, wee fains | »Cor.4t6 
nt, butthough our outward 
manperiſh,yet the juwardman  yc 
is renewed daily. For onir light : 
affiidtion , which is but for 4 
moment, canſeth unto ms a far: 
more excellent and an eternall: 
weight of elory While we tooke 
not 03 the things that ave ſeen, | Verſe 18, | 
but ou the things which are »o! 
ſeene ; for the things whichare 
rf ere are temporall, but the 
| 1ings which are not ſcene are| .. 
Tl :ternall. SO thatif Taacob, | 
ſerving ſeven yeeres for Ra-| - | 
bel, under ſo hard a maſter ""Y 
ou as Laban 3 thought itbut a] 
it] ſhort and eafie apprenti- 
he ſhip, becanſe hee loved her," gee.1q.0 | 
n-$|[how much more ought e-| _ 
oe | very true 1ſraelite, that lo- 
befſ|veth the Lord Ieſus , to 
ſerve with patience, the | 
B yeeres ' 
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212 T he ftrait gate, 


_———— 


yeers of his appointed war- $1 
| fare,having an eye unto fo 
greats recompence of reward? 
Wherefore thus alfo let 
| our triall be touching this 
| fourth and laſt particular 

of patience, by conſider 
as firſt, how it hath beene 
wroughtinus,by perſwaſion 
of Gods love, — og 
all of our ſelves : ſo ſecond- 
C - Iy,how it is contitned,; by 

| ; i | the /uppert of the ſpirit of 
." prayer, and expetFation of . 
farure glory. . þ 


Heb. 11.26, 


{ Andnow,forconcluſion 
 Fofthis firſtuſe, (enlarged { 
| | as you ſee for our direction, |" 
þ with hope of profit) let me|ſſ* 
beſcech you inthe bowels, |] 
and by the tender mercies ||ſ|© 
of Teſus Chriſt, that ſince 
this is abuſineſſe , which | 
| may|Þ.. 


——_— — —— —_— — 


; 
' 


ſcach of us apenour beds, AS 
we have becnedirefted. -| 
| CHraP.| 


—_— 
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nay well be tearmed the 
{arne chance,and all things 
eſe,in compariſon,butr rri- 
les: you would, as $S. Peter 
viiheth, give all diligence 
thereunte, that you may make 
ur calling & elettion ſure; & 
murchaſethis aſſuredesfort 
bo your ſoules ago_ the 
toure of death(which none 
ofus know how ſoone it 
may {cize upon. us)thatyou 
have entred, andare wal- 
king in theway of life; the 


| {ſeverally deſcribed , -what 
remaineth but that,as Da- 
| rid , WEE conſuder our -owne 
mes, andexamine ourhearts 


Ecveral paths whereof, ſee- | 
ing wehave had amply & 


2 Fet-leJO 


1 
Pſa.iig.$9. 
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The ftrait gate, 
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| 


Caray. XXIN. | va 
The weefull condition of all js| 
#1 the broad way , whiles 

they deſpiſe reproofe, wnder 


« Vaing bope of mercy. 


Ne” becauſe upon ex-|ſþif 
amination it-is much | 
to be feared, that many] 
will be found out of the 
way;and of thoſe the grea-I 
teſt part,not caring ever to 
ſet foot therein, it will be 
needfull inthe next placeſþc 
to infer from the doctrine 
before delivered, our ſe-j 
cond uſe of terror and com-Þn 
mination, unto ſuch, who, | 
ifthey will deale unparti- 
ally with their own ſoules,} 

| cannotf 
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annotbur find themſelves 
| randerers in the broad 
Fay hereto oppoſite , and 

Wherefore in the eſtare and 
» Expectation of unavoide- 
es le deſtrution, unleſle, 
cing warned of the dan- 


-| 


Y 


cr of Gods difpleaſure, | 


hey reſolve to endure the 
x-Wificultie of this fAtrait 
bare, and way , that they 
y Way enjoy his favour. 
1c For, howſoever fuch ma- 
a-y times, as Moſes war- 
to fcth , promiſe to them- 
e fſelves peace 3 their owne 
cefſÞcarts, like A habs flatte- 
ne ling Chaplains being rea- 
e-|y to ſooth them in their 


n-fadnefſe.and to bid them | 


0, ſſſot to feare, but goe ox and 
1- Wroſper:yet if Balaam,though 


's, corrupt Prophet, durlt | 
otf not]. 
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Deut 39, 
19. 


iKing. 22, 
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Ifa 57* 3t- 


| aKin,p.22 


;nottake upon him zo carſeſſy 


where the Lord had not curſedſtc 
how may any ſervant offf;; 
Chriſt,that hath obtainedſ,, 
mercy of the Lord to beef, 
faithfull, preſume to proÞ,, 


nounce a blefling , whereſh; 
the Lord hath not bleſſed:ſſ, 
but rather with the Propherſfg 
in the name of the Lord, 
deny all peace unto thewic. 
ked ; anſwering him, as tf}, 
hu did 1ehoraws, what peace ig 
whiles the ' whore:omes «ff; 
their mother, that 1ezabe! 
of ſinnefu]l nature, and ber 
witchcrafts, ave yet tn great 
aumber? For alas,what ſhal 

I, orwhatcan I ſay untof,. 
rhee 2 I knpw thow woul-f. 


deſt pladly heare of peace, 


and have thoſe bleſſings 


as from mount _ Gerizimſ,. 
rol 


* <—_ _—_— P——  —  —  —  — — 
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fe ronounced on thee; that 1 
ſea for all this; God PIs merciful: Deuin7uls 
 Ofland Chriſt teſts cameinto the 
edward to [ave ſinners : and at 
fpbat time ſoever a ſinner ſhall 
Trent. Yeagitmay bee 
hou indgeſt It unbelce- => 
D ning the miniſters of the 
Goſpell, to: beate men | 
x lowne by the terrors ofthe | 
MLaw, andinotrather zpply | 
Ihe fweet corbfores. of the | 
= Goſpell to raiſe them up 0 
zith the hone of lite. 
h The hope of ittc >ſurely; Ko 
ber: is on: onoly aimoy! and * 
- le trave: '{ of our "at S's {© fl 
ws 0 fachionths 1ew creature i 
1.02900 ther, you- may 'a- & I 
- mdinthath! lefled hore. 
| but what? would: you hive | 
©” ſus 101 dee? ve- yout and] que: | 


—_—_ 
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AB it Kats ling (ſpirit by our | 33. 
r0- 
| tag mouthes | 


| ——_— _ a £2 
dns. of —Ty my TS _—C—— > and o Bo ac i — — OI a 
+* 


$ 


v 


The ſtrait gate, 


——_—— 


= CCS 


 mouthes -ſhould bid you 


 goe onand proſper in you 
\wickednefle 2 or would 


thinke you tt 15 in our po 


-wer to make wider or tra! 
ter the gate of heaven, ati 


our pleaſure 7 ſurely, itis 
not we, but our God and 


| yours, whohath meaſured 


theſe gates, and pointe 
out theſe narrow wayes tc 


Life, -in his eternall wor 
| oftruth-; neither is itou 


part to determine judict: 
ally of any mans everla 
{ting eſtate , that powe 
we willingly leave to you 
owne:coniciences, right! 
informed by the word 0 


{truth,under God the iudgt 
\ ; X ; 0 


Ln. tt... 


-not your own heart inthat} 
caſe, as Hicaiah, diſcover 
and juſtly reproove ns? orj 


— An. oo: a. «a wow ods a oa as: a Sw 2 1 


# 


is 
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G 


ul ofall, who is greater then our | | 
urlf | hear 15 9nd kno weth all things. rTok.y. | 
14 | Our onely office by God as | 
at] |aligned, is (as ournames| 
en | of Warchmen,Shepherds, and wo = | 
on |the like import) to ſtauid in| 
of | the waies,and.as ourſelves | 
1i4] | have learned from the; 
ad | word, to givedirection to 
ig] | our fellow Travellers, 
dy | bow they may guide their 
ed] | feet iz theway of peace. And | 
ed | would you take it well ina 

ral | tourny, having loſt your | 
x4] | way, tobce told that you | 
wi] | are right and may goc for- 
ci | ward boldly > Zoſeph, when 
[a4 | he miffed of his brethren 


ref} | in Shccherm, and was wan- POR 

wif | dring in the field , was on” My 

tl | found ofa man, by whom | 

off | he was diretcd to follow | 

cd | them to Dothan; and ſhall 

of | A we, | - | 
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The ſtrait gate, 


Cant.1117 


2 Kin,6.19 


ExC,? YeJ I 


Ter,42+J« 


membring, that the Lordis 


then,that cither we ſhould 


Lt atk. 


wee, when the ſpouſe of || 
| Chriit, ſeeking her welbe-j} 
| loved, and her brethren, |} 
|.commeth for direction to|} 
the Tents of us Shepheards,|| 
| turne her out of the way, 
| and (as El;ſhadid the blin- || 
ded Aramites) leade herto 
$S amaria in ſtead of Dothan? |} 
we take it for granted, that || 
know and teach men what |! 
they ought to doe, that 
when you come unto us, 
as the people uſeth to ceme,ana || 
{ot before 13 to heare our words. || 
yourdeſire.is tounderſtand|| 
from God by us, the wa;|| 
wherein you may walke , and 
the thin; that you may doe: re-| 


a witneſſeof truth and faith | 
betweene #s : God forbic | 


— il 


{in;: ; | 


SY. 


— 
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I inne againſt the Lord, ceaſing. 15am, 
" [| topray for yorr, and 30 ſhew you | 53* 
?1Y 1b: good & 112ht way: or that 
[J/50vu, like thoſe in Jereny, 
{| /houldbe found to d:ſeib;, 
I jour hearts, having relol- | Ierqz-2e. 
[F|ved with yourſelves beforc 
Jihand ro goe downe to E. 
-[I21pr: much lefle to give the 
[4 /e ro Gods ſervants, vvhen 
[I|they ſhal adviſe you 1n the 
J\Lords name to the conrra- 
ry,which 1s in effeCt,toſay 
J\uuto the Almighty, depart | Io 21,14 
| {92 u', for we deſire not the 
| {kzowledee of thy wares, Nay, 
J\ farre be ir from you , de- 
Wl Wt the counſell of God a- "Ws bo: 
cainſt yonr ſelves, to fall out 
with the vvatchman, vvho 
Jin love unto your foules, | 
and care to deliver his own 
J\makerh you to heare that | 
| L 3 we, Þ 


EI” * 


| Tere43e2s 


p, 


| 
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T he ftrait gate, | 


Eſa.zo,27. 


Gal q-t 6. 


I Fara, 25- 


\ 


Is init, when you turne to the 
right handor totheleft, or to | 
accoiut himyour enemyfy:el- || 
ting you the truth; That you | 
rather ſhew your ſelves to 


a _ 


| vyarrantable courſe. But if 


any one ſhal ſopleaſe him-| 


vOICC, T his is the way, walke 


be of Davids ſpirit,whore- 


| ceiving counſcll from God || 


by a vvoman, bleſſed the Lord 
the counſel,and the counſeller, 
that cauſed him to deſiſt 
from his unadyiſed & un- 


ſelfe inthe opinion of his 
ovvne vviſedome, as tore- 


fuſe, by God to bee made 


| 


j 
; 
} 


f 


| 


? 


wi/e for hinſelſe, and ſhall] 


mocke and rage at him, 


vvho carefully feeketh tro 


make him ſee the danger | 


| of his error, that hee may! 


j Terurne ; let ſuch a ſcorner 


j]. -———_r_ n= am pmee 21» ne 


learne! 
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Chriſt, doenor ſooth thy 
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and narrow way. 


lcarne his doome from So- | 
lomox,that he alone ſhall ſaf- 
fr: and taking the guilt of 
1s 6loud upon his owne head, 
halleave this comfort un- 
to the Watchman, that b 
giving faithfull counſell, 
hec harh delivered his owne 

| 
"omen 
.. Wherefore I beſecch 
and charge thee', whoſoe- 
ver thou art, that wilt eſ- 


cape rhe terrour of the-laſt, 
and * dreadfull day':.of 


ſelfe with ſenſeleſfe,, and 
unreaſonable preſumprti- 
ons, looking for a bleſſed 
end of an accurſed life,be- 
cauſe, Gods mercifull : and 
bath ſent his ſonnezp ſave 
ſianers : and, made promiſe 
of pardon, whenſoever a fiu- 


L. 4 


———_— ——— 


Hey : 


A ea 


The ſiratt gate, 


iTim1.15 


Deu.29.20 | PO PPP Ya" 
Plal.59.5. | ons: Wickedveſſe.'. Or what 


comfort canſt thou have| 


—_ 


| 


| 


ner ſhall repent + for , what 


watrant have we to extend | 


Gods «MHercy,though ugli- 


mitable in it ſelfe, beyond || 


the bounds: which he hath 


| 


ſet in his word > wherin he 
hath utterly excluded 
from mercy, all that finne 
preſumptuonſly,and of malitt- 


in this,thart it is not impo- 
fible for God to fave, 
whiles by -impenitency, 


thou makeſt it impoſſible|| 


for thee to be ſaved? And 
howſoever it be atrucſajing 
and worthy of all men1o be re- 


{ cexved; that Teſus Chriſt cam || 
ento the world to ſave ſinners; || 


yet what canſt thou claime 


therein, whoby unbeleete || 
1Toh,5.io. YAKejft God a Lyar,. and ac-|| 


| 


ms. 


— 
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a - 
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and narrow way, 


> ene——_—__ 


I2J þ|, 


counting the. Son of God | 
no better worth then zo be 
rod 8nder thine unhallow -- 


Yd feet, indgeſt thy ſelfe un- 


vorthy of everlaſting life. Fir 
nally, howſoever mercy be 
never denied to any, that 


friouſly and heartily re- 
|Foenteth, yer, ſeeing God 
J'vho ſheweth mercy to e- 
iery fanner that repenteth,, 


wuchſaferh not repen- 


tance to eyery one that ſin | 


neth , what madnefſe is it 


oaely of mercy, when they 
repent, but alſoof repen- 
tance when they liſt > or 


J|how can heſay,thateyer he 
I|''halenter into life, who by 
laying longer maketh his | 
{[eotranceevery day harder? 
Jior that opely with a Lord 


—_— 


m_ 


J\for men to preſume , not | 


—_— 
\ 


ij” a 


Rene 


L 2 have 


——_— 
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AR&iz 46. | 
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_ The ſtratt eate, 


—__ 


| 
1 
, 


me —_ — 
_ 


, Have: mercy, at the laſt 
breath, he ſhall leape into 
the gate of life, when hee 
hath all his dates,and with 
all his might,runne deſpe- 
rately: in the wates.. of 
death'> what- though' one 
poore malefacor, were re- 
ceived. to mercy on the 
Grefſe, whoſe faith miracu- 
louſly ſhone, when, . toge-: 
| ther-witly the funne of 
righteouſneſſe, the whole 


how-unſafe a--courſe were 
it for any wretehed ſoule, 
rather- to preſume upon 
this one example , which 
| God hath extraordinarily 
given left 'any ſhould de- 
| ſpaire, then to bee afraid, 
conſidering there are no 
; morg recorded , leſt- any 
"NS 


Churchwas in the eclipſe | 


| 


FI ; 


ak 
_ Y —_— 


i 


M 


—_ 


las: was: threatned to the 


— — —_— 


| ani warrov way. 


tt Lied 


man ſhould preſume > : 
Wherefore rather; to a- 

yoid the wrathof God and | 

rageof all his- creatures | 


(which as his-hoſts ſerve | 


him-1n_.his warre againſt | 
his rebe[ltous enemies) 
and amongſt the reſt, the 
turyof a guilty confcience 
which as Gods ſecretarie, 


Tekel; and to putthee ever 
in mind that thy /udeement 
long agoe is paſt ,and thy aam:. | 
nation ſleeperh not, but bap- 


'pily :his night may ſurpriſe | 
PLLY Firs night MAY UTP | 
[thee ſleeping, and the De- þ 
'vils, Gods Executioners | 


ſeize upon thy fooliſh ſoul, ' 


is ready to write,thy Mere | 


Dian. 5.35» 


4 Per *23ag 4 


rich Epicure in the parable, 


| good 


OY i, _ . nn NY 


when hee prophetied tO T''£32-20. þ | ſ 
|himfelfe of long life and J 


W' 
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The ſtrait gate, 


good fare. Howmuchber- | 
rerwill it be, taking theſe 


things to heart,to liſten to|] 
the admonition, or counſell| | 
{ of ſtriving toenter, which, 
{being mainely intended| 
by our Saviour, commeth| 
now to be urged, as the|| 
third uſe of the dodrine 

| propoſed, "| | 


W4co 


| T9 enforce upon ns this | 


J\letus here take in and con-. 
I ider his reaſon, in the lat-- 


a AAA TIE es 


and nartew ways 


Cuar LEIVTL 


4counſell to.enter ;, with the | 
reaſon why ſo many doe not, | 
becauſe they firtve not. 


counſell of our Savior, . 


ter part ofthe Text, drawn. 


I' rom the danger of exclaſj- | 
on, to ſo many as doenor | 
J/irive roenter ; for, Many, | 
1 fay to you (ſo doth hee a- 
vouch it on his word, | 


that we may give the more ! 
credit rhereunto) /h.lſeeke 
(or enquire)zo enter iz ,VIz. 
wto heaven; who for want 


VIZ. becauſe they ſeeke not,or | 


| of | 


4 


#570 
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T he ftrait rate, 


— 


Prov.13.4.. 


*| cher hand of Chriſt, and to: 
+ yveare the crowne,. vvho 


of earneſt —_— fhall not- 
be able.. So wouldall glad-: 
lygotoheaven, if wiſhing 
or- willing vvould bring 


paines fort they are loth, 


and therefore wiſh in vain, 


z0ught becauſe he refuſeth 
to put his hands ro worke: 


them thither; but to take 


like Solomons ſluggard, who! 
lufteth, bunt his fyule hath| 


ſo fareth it vvith the ſpiri- 


dye the death of the righteous, 
burdoth no more then hee. 
regard to live their life, 


that vvith 7ames and Foy, 
vainely defire to fir-on e- 


enall ſluggard, who is rea- 
dy tovviſhvvith Balzan,tt: 


Yea, how many are there, 


| 
1 
| 


| 


þ 


mM 


| yet are Joth topledge hi 


_—_— tn. _> 


in| 


——_ 
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and narrow way. 


in his.cup or to take up his 


profeſſethey have hope. in. 
Chriſt,wold ſo endeavor to 


beholy, as they affe& ea-| 
gerlys to be happy |! for, | 


then ſurely they ſhould be. 


as they vviſhi-for-glory ; 
then ſhould 'grace end in 
them vvith'glory, and as. 


the joyes of Saints -in hea-. 
ven. But for this cauſe doe 


atall they: ſeeke not, or cer- 


| 


croſfe? bur oh, that ſuch as / 


| here they live the lives, ſo | 
I ſhould they after poſſefſe 


men come fthort-of that} 


tainly they frive not.,to en-| 
ter1n, as hereour Saviour | 
counſelleth , at the ſtrait 


, 


[both holy and happy. And |. 
$/d:d they fo ſtrive for grace, | 


—— 


| 


happineſſe they vvould at-/| 
taineanto, becauſe, either 


| gate, 


j - Boa 


————— 
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T he ftrait gates 
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| 
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| 


| 


| Predeſtination, whereom| 
1-the Chriſtian Bee- doth 


| that damned poiſon,drawn 
| by the Atheiſtical Spider,] 


For if vvee markevvellſ; . : 
tne humours of the world, ſi; FP. 
4rit,yee ſhall ſee that ſomeJc 
feete 8? at atito EATCT, but «rhe 
FUDDINS A N07 1CONONS Ny ue 
ana 0g001y 24CT,A25 it they thee 
had made a co0:rant withiyg, 
atath, andwith bell were at a-flþ1..f 
greement , or rather, as ith. 
they cared not ſor either. . 1 
Heaven or hel], God or di- wil 


| vell,yet are ready inan hel- 


liſh bravery,. to belchoutY,1.. 


ſelf 


from the moſt fragrant| F 
flower of Gods eternallſ| - 


mc 


ſucke her {weetei{t honey; 
that */zve as they liſt,ard dot 
© what they pleaſe, yet if they) 


© he elected unto life, the. ſhall 
© be 


— —  _— 


_— ts — Read. MD —— 
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—|L; ſaved: when as on the 


"contrary, if God have re- 
* 1ected them, they cannot abe 
* withall, the fault is not in 
"them, if they be condemned. 
Yes, doubtleſle (to anſwer 
thee whoever thou be that 
tus openeſt thy mourh 
blaſphemoufly againſt hea 
ren,) if thou be. condem- 
ned, thine owne conſcience 
will one day tell thee, that 
the fault vvas vvholly, and 


airogether in thine, owne } 
ſelfe, that being left to thy |. 


W{elfe, haſt moſt juſtly de- 


merited , by thine owne 
wickedneſſe, the judge- 
ment of eternall condem- 


ſomuch as a deſire of grace 


or /ove of the truth,that thou 
mighteſt be ſaved. But} 


[mighteſt thou not as ab- 


nation; never entertaining | 


Rom. 9-19 


Pſals73-9. 


Rom.2.15 
Tir, Je1 1» 


2 Th.2,19 


——  ___ 
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T he ſtrait eate, 


leb14.5. 


| furdly reaſon, that becauſe ach! 


God hath determined howſte , 


| long every man ſhallſq a 


tive, and numbred his dates Sean: 
therefore it is no-matterþyea 
vvhether men cat Or drinkehly 
to prolong life, {ince, tiller 
God hath appointed they w 
[cangot dy > or ſhould nothac! 
hee be accounted'a mur-{-e 

therer of himſelfe, vvho,foſhen 
reaſoning, vvould abſtaingive 
therefore. from food ; ſee- ou 
ing Godwhohath appoi king 
ted the time, hath appoin-ſ | 
ted no lefle the meanes 6 Oe: 
preſerving life > and ſhaltne' 
not thou P ſerve to be heldſjare 
a murtherer of thine owneſ,or 
foule and body in aworftſſint 
maner,who, thus reaſoniug pl. 
from Gods "determination 2 


in his moſt ſecret counſell, ſi wt 
P touchi in 


— 


PR 


"— 


and narrow May. 


lefuching thine eternall e- 
Wi:te, ſhalt therefore neg- 
Rt all care of the rs 4 
canes which God in this 
1$ycaled will of his (which 
Ke nly belongeth to thee to look, 
liter) hath preſcribed to 
gl who-would attaine to | 
hat bleſſedneſſe, whereto 
hee hath fore-appointed 
0 em; as if thou vvouldeſt 
Rave heaven drop intothy 
-*nouth vvirhout thy ſee- 
Wing oft? 

"| But (to leave ſuch miſ-. 
creants, not worthy farther 
mentioning , who deipe- 
ately profeſſe themſelves. 
not once to ſeeke entrance 
Einto heaven) in the ſecond. 
fplace, how many are there, 


_—_— —————— — — — —— 


Beven of profeſſed ſeckers, | 
who yet, alas, for want of | 
| firiving, | 


. =. A. or 6  —_— — — 


Dru, 29.39 - 
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T he ſtrait gate, 


> m—_— 


! 


atel 


frivine,ſhallnot beabletg 
ext, 


enter c witneſle for proofeſſ®*: 
hereof, beſides the Text in 0nUAT 
hand, three other pregaant ke got 
creſtimonies from the ſameſſ" 7 
our Saviours mouth ; TheſP)* 
| firſt, Math.7.21. Net every "__ 
| 0nethat ſaith unto me, Lord, rd 
Lord. ſhall enter into the king!" 
dome of "heaven, but hee that” 
doth the will of my Fathe net 
which is in heaven. Y ca,ſaith Id a 
he,many ſhall ſay wztome, in _ 
that day ,Lord,Lord, have mt [rid 
we by thy name propheſied, and), ſt 
by thy name caſt out Divells: } ha 
and done many great workt _ 
through thy name ? and then er 
will 7 profeſſe unto them,1 nt-|, 
ver knew you, depart from mt dare 
ee workers of iniquity. Pa- =?) 
rallel wherto is the ſecond |Þ'*/* 
place, in the words imme- el 
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Barely following upon our 
Wext, as an expoſition and 
Þpvtirmation thereof ; when | Verſe 5. 
Br 200d 249 of the houſe ts ri-| 
þ 1p, and hath ſhut the doore, 
Bus yce begrnne to land with- 
vt,and to knock, ſaying-Lovd, 
urd,open unts es , and he ſhall 
pſwere and ſay unto you, 1 
Bow you not whence you are. 
Fhen,lo, what pleading of 
Fd acqaintance, {notas if 
fer death, before Gods 
[ſribunall,there ſhall be a- 
fy ſtich parley, bur tonote 
yhat It 1s, that many in 
his life rely upon, hoping 
tiereby ro belet into hea- 
ren vyvhen they dye; evena 
are profeſſion of Religi- 
$0n) for, thew ſhall youbeginme | - 
lſay,ve have eatemand drink | 
is thypreſence, that 1s, have 
5 beene | | | | 


L220 es we nts gr nei ere rnetre® - — <2 
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The ftrait gate, 


| 


Verſc 29. } 


' Verſe 1; 


| 
| 


| 


{| are noted. to have gore for; 


_—_ 


wiſe care to provide the 


been partakers of thy ſacrifice | pet 
and Sacraments, azd :tbW:ifo. 
baſt taught in our ftreets,as hve 
they ſhould ſay, weehayſ,j;/ 


been'diligent commerst}þay 


heare ſermons,and yet ne@xrar 
ther is this inough, for,nolÞi{@e; 
withſtanding bee ſhall fay, yet 


tell you, I knovo you not freer, 


whence yee arezdepart fromm gif: 
all ye worker's of iniquity. Th wit 
third proofe, conſonanti};1c 
meaning tothe two formdthy 
is taken from the Parable = 
the five fooliſh Virgins, Matt or 
25, W Dk they bay; 
Lampes of an outward pr oft 
feſfion, though they had. 
of 


ſelves of oyle in their veſſellch 


£0 meet the Bridegroome,thelf ye 


by ſhewing delixe, ande 


=_— yp 
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| 
pectation of his coming,as 
Yalſo,no-leſſe then the wiſer | 
five ro have ſlumbred and ſlept | VeUle 5. 
lwbiles hetarryed, that 1s, to | 
have reſted ſecure of en- 
Ftrancein with him, when- 
Elvever he ſhouldcome;and 
yet, ſeeking too late to en- 
ter, were moſt miſerably | 
diſappointed,and ſhut out, 
; with, 1] know yee #0t. All Verſe x2. 
theſe ferving to teach us 


—_—J_ 


| 


. _ much, that it is not e- 
very crying, Lord, Lord, 
not every calling, though | 


A with earneſtneſſe (as men 


A 


j 


often on their death-beds 
FO to doe) on the name 
of God : no, nor yet prea- | 
ching,or working miracles 

in thenameof Chriſt: nor 
yet comming to cate and 

'F drink yeerly,(as the _ 
J\. id 


A... 


-— et. 


co 
. ro ny a 


240 


a 
—__ 


T he ſtrait gate, | 


| 


| | (Exo-12,) 


didinthe Paſſcover) oriifig|al 
were monethly toreceivg]y; 


| [the holy Sacramen1t at the ey 


Table of Chriſt : or week ;h 
ly, ordailyto repair tothe y;; 
Church to heare the word ;,, 


{of Chriſt: not auy,or all of jy 


\ theſe, nor yet lamipes off ;j, 
outward temporary prof an; 
tefſion, touching our hopeſſ wi 
and , expeFtation . of theſ| //; 


[comming of Chriſt, that ov 


will ſerve our turnes,toad-ſ ab 


{mit-us. with Chriſt intoff ;n 


his kingdome. No, forſ| fef 
though wee: thus: ſecke, orc 


vlichs more then matyf en, 


doe} and heereupon cot js 
ceive ſome hope of happiſſca 
nefſe , yer , this: is-::nbt}} $a 
RacugÞ:: "1uch- hope; 1 [to « 
'therehe nv more; will but] an; 


deceive us,except we hall ya 
nt labour 


"awm\ 


| 


| andunarrow way. 
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labour to ſupply whats | 

wanting,” w* 1n thoſe pla-| 
Ic ces we may finde added in 
kJ the reaſons of excluſion ; = 
& viz. firſt toleave tobe wor- | 
dll kers of iniquity: and ſecond- 
IJ 1y, to labour to dee our Fa-! 
IM hers will which is in heaven : 
A and thirdly,toget with the 
& wile Virgins,oq/e i» our veſ- 
IM e/1s, that is, true grace 1n 
9 our hearts, which alone is | 
| able tonouriſh, and KCCpe, 
of in the lampes of our pro- i 
MM fefion, untill rhe Bride- | 
jj groomes appearance. The | 
jj endeavour whereof, what 
His it in effe& > but that 
Mf carneſt ſtrife, which our 
MY Saviour exhorteth unto, 

to enter 118 at tbe ſtrait rate, | 
th and walke in. the narrow | 
l way J ſv diſtaſtfull ro efh 
It M and 
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and blood, that moſt had 
rather quite forgoe the 
hope of ſalvation, then cn- 
ter and walke in 1t:8& yet, 


that 1t 15 better 10 20 mainned, 
halt, or with onceye, to hea- 


| vem, then having every limme 


and member ſound, to bt 
throwne headleng into hell: 
So may we boldly ſay,that 
it is farre better , though 
crouching with broken 


| ſhoulder-bones, and ſtript 


naked of all garments ſpot- 
ted with the fleſh, rocnter 


| inatthis trait gate to hea-ſ 


ven, then with the muli1- 


| tude,who preferre earth to 
| heaven, and the enjoying 
i of the pleaſure of finne for 


_ jaſeaſon, 'tothe fruitionof 


| ever- 


as our Saviour maketh thef 
| compariſon, Mar.9:4.3 &«.Þ 


d 


(5 


I ag 


a Narrow ” WA). 


everlaſting joyes, towan- | 
der, without this gate, in 
the darke waies of death. 


| 
| 
gt 
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| CHAP.XXV, 
| 

A caution against the ſeeming 

| F#rait gate of ſuperitition, | 

enforcing a double care and 

circumſpeciion,. 


BY* yet Satan, that ad 
Serpent 18 ſo. cunning, 
| and a {o ready todeceive, 
that even here alſo we had 
need to be warned of his 
ſubtilty ; who becauſe our 
Saviour hat h counſelled to 
enter andwalke in the _ 
Ls ($400 aud narrow 44s hath 


| 
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The ſtrait gate, 


—_ Mi. Mm. A 


| and crafty cuſtome) to the 


(according to his Apiſh, 


end he might miſlead menſſ 
deuifed and {er faorth cer- 
taine gates ani wates, 
which carry ſhew of ſtrait. 
nefle. Such as there are 
many(after the heatheniſh] 
and Idolatrous guiſe) in 
the Popiſh, pretended high 
way to heaven; as, their 
vowes of voluntary p6- 
vertie, perpetuall cha- 


ſtitie, and regular obe- 
dience, their ſet times off 
faſting, ſhrift, barefoot 


| pilgrimages,whippings of 
| themſelves,*and other pc- 


? 
- 


| 


i 


| 


| nances (to which the Rh 


#1i/is, upon this text,. refer 
us ; ) all which, howſoever 
they makea ſhew of ſtrait- 
neſle goſuch poorewunder- 

» | lings, 


f 


I waies, ſeeming ſtrait,may | 


Ll wer, andriat(iairh the 
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| and narrow way. 


| La. 
"| lings, as arenotable tore-! ; 
leeve themſelves by dif: 
penfation, yet, as many 


_—_—_. nad 


os parhs of the broad way .* 
leading to death (which | 
the Papiſts themſelves 
cannot deny, unleſſe they | 
will make that a way to | 
heaven, wherinthe Prieſts 

of Baal trode , which yet | 

may ſeemeas frair to fleſh. | 
and bloud , as any wW ay of 

rCeirs,WRenN they ent theme | 


$ PLIFIt) as their manuer was, ; King, 18. þ 
with knives and lanncers, till | *8. 


the blond guſhcd out) ſo,thar | 


ſuch, and no better, theſe | } 
wayes of Poperie bee in- es | 


deed, howſoevermagnift- 
ed, as th'onely ſtate of per- 
fection , may appeare by 
| M 3 


two | 


2 m_—_ 
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tworcaſons : Firft, becauſe | 
| they be none other , then | 
| ſuchasare taxed by the A-| C 
| poſtle, Col.2.2 1. for Will 
worſhip,confiſting tn beggar-| 
| ly traditions, ſuch as touch 
| n0t,tafte not, handle not ,&c. | 
which all periſh with the afirg,| 
7 & arc after the comandements || 5 
bk. Þ&  & dodarins of men,never pre-fſ|th 
* þ |ſcribed by Iefus Chriſt: |/re 
! ſecondly, becauſe they(]|th 
FT bring notunto Chriſt, | L 
a mie the law, and aime of 0 h1 
Eph.4.20, | bedience ; DUt Contrariwile, | w- 
as leroboams ſet up Calves in| 
1 Kin.zz. | Day azd Bethel, tokeep thefſ|W 
__ tell tribes from going toſſ| 8! 
[ | worſhip God ar Jereſalim, | 
ſoare theſe by Satan etc-ſ|th 
| | Red, as falſe gates, tof th 
make men to repoſe confi-ſ | ts 
dence in their owne mett-f| | w- 
torious 


| 
| 


TQ 
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| and narrow way. 


| 


| torious perfeions,and ſu- 
\ || pererrogations,and nor in j 
||| Chriſt. | | 
| Seeing therfvre, everie | * | 4 
|| zate and way, which ma- | | 
\[keth Chew of ttraitnefle, is | 1 
(| not that (traite gate, and | 3 
\ || narrow way, of which our | i 
Saviour ſpeaketh , unto 
.ſichcagonic and ſtrife here | 
[{required, muſt beeadded ': 
/ || chat counſel! , which rhe | 
<f| Lord in Texemy doth give | jer.6.16.” |} 
- |; 51s people, to ftand in the mana» | 
\ || 94yes andbeheld, and aske a- ru 
7 || 20ng the old wayes (as ſome 
«0 | with warrant from the ori- 
of | ginall,'and necefſitic of | 
truth, doe render, fince' F 
|| there be many old wales, ( 
off | that are not good) which 
| |is the good way, and to i 
walke therein, that wee may = 


A 4 find | | 
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T he ſtrait gate, 


| finde reft for onr ſoujes, For 
 ſodoth a twofold care lic 
, upon us , the ff to labour 
to finde out which is the 

ood gate, and way; 
wherewith God, if wee 
| w1ll ſubmit ous ſelves, and 
F looke tobe taughr of him, 
will acquaint us by theſc 
'two certaine and infalli- 
| ble markes, v1z. firſt if it 
| __ | be preſcribed by Chriſt, 
the truth: focondly, if it 
' | Tead us to Chriſt, our lite: 
as the pathes before difco- 
vered arc and doc, which 
j {being found out, our ſe- 
| cond care ought to be, put- 
b -: ting away all delaics 
(which in this caſe above 
all other, are moſt dange- 
rous)ro {trive for entrance, 


tte. ata. a 4 —— 


| and betngentred,to waike 


ee ee _- 
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| 


and narrow way, 


on with CAbraham,and the 
reſt, (by farth made chil./ren, 
and bleſſed with faithfull 4- 
braham ) who,confeſsing that 
they were ſtrangers and pil- 
arimes 0n the earth, declared 
plainely thereby that they 
ſought a Conntrey ; not that 
whence they canfe, but a 
better, that is, an heaven- 
ly; of whom therefore God 
(faith the Apoſtle) was not 
aſhamed to bee call: their 
God, for he hath pripared for 
them 4 City. A follower of 
whoſe footſteps, and a 
guide toours, was that fa- 


mous Travailer, the ble ſ- 


ſed Apoſtle himſelfe, the 
penne-man of that their 


—_— 


praiſe; who having wan- 
dred long before hee came 


5. ving 


hadknmmmn. 
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to ſee the way, yet ha- 
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Ger, tg), 


der his wings:: witneſle his 


ving found it , and bein 

entred, how did he -(as 13 
noted of 7acob, after hee 
had paſſed thorough: Be- 
thel, that gate of heaven) 
lift up his feet ,, and make 
haſt unto that land of 4: 
children of the- eaſt; upou 
whom th Prophet promi- 
ſeth that ſunze of righteouſ- 
neffe toariſe ,.and health un- 


.owne words., wherein he 
profeſſeth his. reſolution 
in travaile, Philip. 3. 13. 


A. 


—_—_ 


and ſo forwards : Brethren, 
1acconnt not my ſelfe that } 


have attained io it: hee mea. || M 
neth to that fuli compre-|{}35: 
acen (107 of -Chriſt, or per- big 
fetion of grace which he ||| 69 
ought to- labeur. aftcyr. | th 
:Andifnor S.Paul,thiwho [£47 
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may, Phariſaically think 
himſelfe perte&, and as 
the Angel of Laodicea wan- 
ting nothing but ene thing, 
ſaith he, 1 doe: one thing 
indeed, that oye meceſſary 
thine, in.compariſon wher- 
of, like cHary, hee min- 
ded nothing elſe : forget- 


ting that which ts behind,and 


endeavouring units that. 
which is before, 1 follow 


hard (or Ju with an.| 


cager purſuit, (fo doth 
the word emphatically 
import) after the marke , 
or by levelling: at the 
marke, for (or unto ,. that. 
is, to attaine unto) that 
bigh price of the calling of 


God in Teſus Ghriſt: being | 
I'that which Peter calleth 
an- immarceſcible garland, 

Or { 


—— 


— 


(Rer,3 19) 


Luk,10.42, | i If 


+ ad | 

Sou Xx ii, |: 
S-.0 \ 

0 KO om t, 

75 Boar 


— _—_ — 
ht. e—___ 


The ftrait gate, 


j Verſc16. 


: 


— 


| Tio AUVTW 


{ nxovdes, 


En IE 


: jor crowneiof glory, Vp 


| on which worthy preſt- 
dent, let mee inferre by 


{ way of counſell to us all, 
| the Apoſtles owne conc]u. 


 fton: /et us therefore, as ma- 


| 29 as beperfett, be thus min- 


ded: And as forthoſe who 
yetare otherwiſe minded, 
let our prater be,ahat God, 


if they belong ro him, 
would his appointed 
time, rewveale the ſame unt! 
them. In the meane time, 
let us all, in that whercun- 
t9 wee are come, according 
to the meaſure of grace re- 
ceived, proceede by one and 
the ſame rule,and line,in- 


ding the ſame thing by the 


direction and conduct of 


Golds word 'and ' Spirit; 
as the Iſraelites by the 


ley- 
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wards Cazaan, Or the wiſe 
men unto Chrift, by the 
guidance of the ſftarrezyea, 
farther, let our promiſe 


that man after Gods owne 
heart, that vve may rene, 
not creepe, nor goe, but 
runne the wayes of God, when 
hee ſhall enlarge onr hearts. | 
For, ſurely, 1n this courſe 
only may ambitious ſtrife 
feem commendable, when 
as Peter and 16þn, ran both 
together unto the Sepul- 
chre; ſo wee runne with 
contention to ſeeke our 
Saviour, ſtriving, as they 
did.each to ouer-run the 0- 
cher,to ſurpaſſe not only o- 
thers, but alſo our ſelves, 
nor in greatnefſe, but in 


| 


be, and prayer, alſo, with | 


good- 


leading of the Play to- | Exo-1g 21 


Math: 2.9, 


Zo 


Toh'20.4 


x Cox. 14, 
I3, 
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T he ftrait gate, 


|/aſf 08; aud let us rannewith 


goodnefſle, growing ſtill in 
race as we doc 1n age. 
In which race, ſo to 
runne, that wee may ob- 
taine, weeare notably di- 
rected, and encouraged,by 


which is tous, as that pil- 
lar of cloude was to the 


ard of that Lyon of /udah, 
our moſt victorious leader, 


ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, 


let ris alſo caſl away every 
thing,. yy preſſeth downe , 
and the ſinue that hangeth ſs 


patience the race. thatis ſet be- 


that cloude of witneſles., 


Ifraelites, under the ſtan- 


Hebr.12.1,2.Wherefore, fee- 
ing that. wearecompaſſed with | 


ferens looking unte leſus that f|| 
| Chiefetaine ana. perfecter of 


our faith; whos. for. the i0y 


A. th a 


that 


" 


ny oh 
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| Zaacob (though not without. 


and narrow way. 


that was ſet before him , endu- 
red the croſſe, and deſpiſed the 
ſhame, and is ſet at the right 
hand of the Throne of God z 
whom , if wee be truely 
wiſe, vvee vvill be ready 
to follow, though it be to 
Golgotha, vvith Simon, bea- 
ring the crofſe, that with 
him from mount: Ol/#ver, 
vvee may aſcend to hea- 


ven, and be made parta- | 


kers of his crown,and ifas 


ſweating and paines) we 
ſhall vvreſtle with Chriſt 
untill the breaking of the 
day, not letting him goe, 
except he bleſſe us, doubt- 
leſle, as hee did;. fo ſhall. 


yvee prevaile with Gods 


(for aſlarance unto us that: 
ſo vyee ſhall vvith men 
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The ſtrait gate, 


Pſal. 24-6. 


Gen.3 2.32. 


Verſe 29. 


alſo) and being of that 


brood of trauellers, which' 
the Pſalmiſt calleth 1aacob,, 
howſoever, vvee depart 
limping, to ſhew, that 
vve have buckled withour|] 4 ; 
better, yet, vvee ſhall car- 
ry away the bleſſing, and 
Iſrael ſhall be our name. 
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rf. 4 confolatorie concluſion, mas 
-|| King good the happineſſe of | 
di hoſe that travelin the nar- | 
row path, with removall of | 
EXCepiisns. 


O come to aconclul- 

on, (and fo to thut up! 
Jall in the fourth, and laſt 
'[place, how can the conſo- | Iok. 13 12. 
[lation of God ſeeme ſmall 
[unto us, who, though not | 4, 
| . ; / o»& v0 « 
| withour much agony and 
| | ſtrife,being gottcn within 
| the gate , and walking as 
pilgrims upon earth for a | Pals. 


. - } I . 
while in the narrow path, | 6 
yet may rejoyce 1n this, 


which 
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4 25 T he ftrait gats, 


| which our Sav:or directethf ze, 
his to looke unto, as theſ 7; 
chiefeſt cauſe of joy, thatth 
our names are inrodled for Ci-J or 
| t1zens iz heaven, Where 15] (t 
our home and head , and; 
all our treaſure; Towards] fi: 
which our country whiles| {uy 
\  _ |wearemaking ſpeed,long-f or 
| Pkiki230 | ing vvith Th apoſtle henceſd 
| todepart, and to get home, | ef 
(as vve may vvell with old] b 


Luc. 2©e 


Luc be | -eon , VEN ONCE VVCE p! 
| have embraced in ourſ} tc 
| armes of faith,cour thrice} { 


bleſſed Saviour) Oh bleſ-[| s 
ſed may vvee be, and bleſ-J| $ 
ſed this our travell and} n 
fpeede. For why > having] / 
| :nnocent hands, and a pure c: 
 heart,not lifting up our minds x 
| 70 Vanity, nor ſwearing de={| c 
ceiifally aſluredly we ſhall[] 
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TI recerve 4 bleſsing from the | Verie's.-- 
Lord,&* riehteouſnes that is, 
the crowne and feward of | 
our righteouſneſle , from 
(that righteous Judge):he 
God of oxr ſalvation. For , 
firſt, in death vvee ſhall be 
ſure of life, to aſcend where 
our glorious head is alrea- 
dy crowned, into the high- 
eſt heavens, there to dwell 
before the Throne, and in 
preſence of the lambe,and: 
to enjoy vvith God him- 
ſelfe, andall the holy An- 
oclls, and triumphant 
Saints, everlaſting and 
moſt blisfull glory, which 
[ceing eye hath not ſcene, nor 
care hear1 , nor the heart of 
man hath becne ever able to 
conceive ; Why ſhould my: 
pen goe about to —— 
all 
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T he trait gate, | 


Pſal. $4. 


V erſe ſo 


| Verſe 10, 


| 


and nctrather leave all our! 
ſoules, whocanentertaine| 


i 


' 


hope thereof, vvith joy un- 
expreſsible, to ſtand aſto- 
niſhed ? To ſpeake there- 
fore onely ot our preſent 
ſtate; vvherein,though we 
be the ſonnes of God, yet it ap- 
peareth mot what wee ſhallbe , 
whiles vvee are beneath in 
this vaile of tearesjand Ta- 
bernacles made of clay, 
vehoſe foundations are 11 
the duſt, yet ſtand vve now | 
in Gods courts, & dwell in 
his holy Tabernacle,of w** 
you heare what the Singer 
of Iſrael ſang ſo ſweetly, | 
Oh how amiable ! &c. One 
aay in thy courts is better, then 
elſe-where a thouſand yeeres : 
yea, a better choyce by far, 


tO be a doore kteper 1 the houſe 
; , 4 


tm 
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and narrow way. 


of God,1then to dwell, though 
with ſoveraign command, 
is the tents of wickedneſſe. In- 
deede let us weigh things 
vell in the balances of 
the ſanQuary,and vve ſhall 
inde , tha t, there is no! 
compariſon between thoſe 
dvvellings,vvaics and vval- | 
kings. - L 
For (to prevent exceptt- 
ons briefly, and give vvith- 
all encouragement to eve- 
ry fairhfull, bur fainting 
ſoule) F#rſt, forthe com- 
pany ; vvhat though, vval- 
king in this narrovv path, 
ve ſeeme to vvalke alone, 
or vvith fevy companions? 
Surely,this may adde cou- 
rage to us,to goe On, inaf- 
ſurance that vvearein the 
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